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Preside_nt Mubarak’s visit to Paris has moved Egyptian-French relations to
new heights and resulted in a call for an international conference to save

the peace process. Ibrahim Nafie, in the French capital, writes

The oaicome of President Hosni Mubarak®s talks in
Paris with French President Jacques Chirac was a
Lﬁ&ml‘gﬂmg for an international conference
ermined ; i

M%%ldle ey o save the peace™ in the

his conference. to which “the onists™ would
be invited &t a [awer stage, ‘ﬁmuldpr;:aai%uain and cm':-
firm all the existing accords and principles™ and
would “give a new hope. new momentum. 1o the
pe;ce pl'm_:ass.l';l r.hn} aslmclm:m said.

ur saving the faltering peace, though a primary
target of Mubarak’s stale visit tha bega;:s on Monday.
was nol its only goal. High on the visir's agenda was
greater econoatic cooperation and opening channefs
of dialogue berween North and South. And with
Egypt and France celebrating 200 years of cultural
relations, Mubarak visiled two rare exhibitions of
Egyptian treasures.
_ The call for an imernational peace conference was
issued at a time when regional peace-making faced
its worst crisis since the Oslo Accords in 1993, Prime
Minister Binyamin Newanyshu has rejected a pro-
posal by US Secretary of Siate Madeleine Albright
for a 13.1 per cent withdrawal from the West Bank,
throwing the peace process into j y.

Mubarak spoke by telephone Tuesday with Pal-
estinian leader Yasser Arafat to explain the Egypiian-
French call for an international conference. Arafat,
who accepted the American proposals, met with Alb-
right in London on Monday, but there was no break-
through.

“We, presidents of the Arab Republic of Egypt and
the Freach Republic, express odr extreme concemn
about the continuing deadiock in all aspects of the
peace process in the Middle East,” the joint statement
said. “We are, in particular, seriously troubled by the
lack of progress on the Palestinian track, despite the
real afforts undertaken by (he Unijted States, which
we supported as a siep 1owards the relaunching of the
peace process.”

The two presidents welcomed the “positive re-
action of the Palestinians 10 the latest American pro-
posals”™ and made “an urgent appeal to the Israeli
govemment to respond in a positive and constructive
manner to these proposals.™

Mubarak and Chirac said that “any additional delay
" in the resumaption of the peace process can only lead
to more frustradon which, in tum, will inevitably
[ead 10 violence and instability as the [atest develop-
ments have shown.” They said that a “just, lasting
and comprehensive peace™ should be based on UN
Security Council resolutions, “an exchange of land
for peace and the realisation of the legitimate polit-
ical rights of the Palestinian people. In our opinion
that should lead to the realisation of the right of he
Palestinian people 1o establish their own independent
state on the basts of their right 10 self-determination,”
they said.

The two presidents declared opposition to Ismael’s
policy of establishing senlements in occupied ter-
ritofies and underlined the need for a resumption of
talks on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks.

French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, following

le1 this impending cauastrophe happen.™

Jospin sajd the joint call for 2n internatoenad con-
ference “'demonstmates the readiness of Gur ta o cown-
trics 1w do anything fo avoid the worst”

Mubarak said: "We hope fur 3 more actve and
stonger Freach and European role w press upan Is-
rag} the necessity of respecting ils commitmenls, 1o
stick by jix promises and Got W put fors ard proumd-
less pretexts for not doing so.™

A Foreign Minisiry official i Cairo alva sad tha
what 1s taking place now are “comsuliznons, ned
preparations.” The most plausible scenario. he saxd,
1s that the conference will include the United States
and Russia, the co-sponsors of the peace prxdess,
France, the cument char of the Ewropesn Union,
Norway. the sponsor of the Oslo agreement. Jordan
and Egypt In a later stare, the Palestinnins and {s-
racl will be invited. As fur Syria and Lebanan. it is
uncertain whether they will be ready to take part.

11 musi be made clear thay we are nor Lalking w alf
about Madrid Two,” an official sajd, referming w the
1991 conference that brought the Arabs and Israelis
together. “We are¢ not ready fo re-negotiate the terms
of reference of the peace process. This conference is
about dealing with the problem of lsracli intran-

sigence.
No deciston has bean taken to date on the date and

venue, Possible siles are Egypt. France, Norway and -

the United States.

Mubarak was accompanied on the three-day visit
by 125 Egyptian basinessmen, whose main concemn
was to reduce the trade deficit between the two
countries. which is eight-to-ome in favour of France,
Addressing a meeting of Egyptian and French busi-
nessmen yesterday, Mubarak wamed that the con-
tinped imbalance “would threaten our ability 10 re-
ceive such a large volume of imports in the future.
Any move to reduce this deficit will serve the inter-
ests of both sides,” be said.

A joint venture for the manufacture of buses and
trucks was sigmed between Egypl's Ghabbour group
and Renaull. Other ventures were launched for the
producton of cement and the expansion of the Exyp-
tian mohile telephone network, with Telecom's as-

sistance. Plans for opening a non-profit French uni- -~

versity in Cairo were fimalised.
Mubarak's visit 10 the Piolemaic and Fatimid ex-
hibitions climaxed celebragions, tided “Egypt-France

Common Horizons,” marking 200 years of cultural -

relations.
Mubarak and Chirac, visiting the Glory of Alex-
andria exhibition at the Petit Palais on Tuesday.

were shown 300 Prolemaic artifacts. These include a ~

14-tonne colossus of Prolemy I which was salvaged
from the Mediterranean by a French archaeological

team working in Alexandria. Also on display wens a

two sphinxes. the torso of 2 king. part of the vbelisk
of Seti I, 2 red granite bust of Alexander the Great
— all salvaged by Jean-Yves Empreure.

Yesterday Mubarak visited the Instinute do Monde
Arabe where 200 Faumid reasures are exhibiled.
They include woodwork mihrabs, jewelery boxes in-
laid with ivory. bronze statues. hexagonal marble
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talks with Mubarak on Tuesday. said that “France stands, votive inscriptions. rock crystal lamps and  The obelisk that has graced the Place with 2 gilded pvramid 1o mark President Mubarak's state
and Egypt cannok stand by and see this deterioration, golden dinars bearing the names of Fatimid Caliphs.  visit to Franee. Right, President Chirac greets Mubarak at the Elysée Palave un Monday iphztos: AFP)
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l NSI D E l ag ra The Ministry of Health put a damper on the excitement ﬁ gf;,:_:, o e _:
building up in Egypt when it refused to license Viagra, the FWEREEI I B AR 2 {
ER e s e o e :

first pill to fight male impotence, reports Fatemah Farag
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Viagra: 2 small blue pill with a big rep-
gtanion. It is making the news, lots of
money and, allegediy. a great many
men very happy. But before you start to
snicker or line up for your share of the
fur you might wan 1o consider some
waming Signs, signs the Minisiry of
Health is taking very seriously.

“Qur decision is that the drug will re-
main illegal until we have had the op-
portunity to undertake the necessary
studies imo its properties and side ef-
fects,” explained Dr Gamila Moussa,
under-secretary for drug affairs ar the
ministry, following the announcement
of the refusal to license the drug on
Monday.

Apprgw:d by the US Food and Drug
Administration late last March, Viagra
has hecome — according to published
reports — he most popular medication
ever 1o hit the American market, at-
tracting more than 30,000 prescripions
per day. Predictably, black _markets
gquickly sprouted beyond Amencan bor-

is making a myth out of this drug. Any

ist who sells it, or any other uD-
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ drug for that marer, will face

A pbarmacist in an upper class Cairo  advenised in Exnyplian papers.

acighbourhood claims he does not sell
Viagra bt adds thal many cuslomers
have come jnto the drugstore and com-
plaired when they could not find the
drug. “They tell me it is all over the pa-
pers and that they wan it. The problem
is people do not realise that it can have
serious side effects and druggisis who
are selling it iliegally arc taking 2 risk
with people’s lives. A man could ge: 2
heart anack 1aking that suff.”

Similar criticism of media and pop-
ular reaction to the drug was made by
Nadia Wassef, principal investigator on

the FGM wsk force  pmojext

“Investigating the link be-
tween male sexuality and
femnale genital mutilation™.
“There is a verv sensa-
tionalist approsch which
stesses the sexual rather
than the health aspect of the
drug. Take for example the
logo of the pill with a smile

But the appeal of Viagra appears o
entend beyond the impotent and many
comnentators fedr that it feeds directis
in a culure of machismo, bosting
male egas that are already dangerous]y
overneight.

“For men {revuudl perfommance; secmis
1o mean a loi, evensthing — so all these
men are guing oul uf their ouods tryng
10 get their hands on the pill. On the
other hand vou have women who are
pereeived o be over-sexed and hen:e
must he yuietened down which ix why
you circumeise them.” said Was<ef.

A recent study by Fam-
ran Al an anthropolagist
who undertonk 15 montns
of ficldwork studving twe
concept of masculinity in
Ezvpi reports that it is
commonplace for men m
use medication for the
mainlenance of erections.

At a popular market in
Cziro Amm Abdel-Azin

ahternatives to Viagra it is easier o ap-
preciate the freazy. Popular medicines
aside, the only remedies for impolence

ergy-giving foods. combined with the
beliel that poor socio-cconomic condi-
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Management Service for the custom
design, manufacture and installation of pressure vessels, process
equipment, plant componemts and structures in stainfess &
carbon steels for the chemical, petoleum. focd. hotel and
hospital industries.

ders. In Taipei one pill is reportedly onits fa'c':e—il.is very mis- ' ! ,
New hist S:Eng for 5?50. ln Akhmeem. Sohag, [leading,” she said. has dealt with these 1y pey :
ew history., the cost is a more modest LE7S per But Pfizer, the ¢ompany of problems for vear ;
old ideas ill. at which price it is dispensed “only producing Viagra. is pol Piled on the ground before i
7 1‘:; , ple 1 like since demand far ex- complaining. lis  shares him are packages of col- !
cee%iosupply » caid an Akhmcem phar- have jumped 63 per cenL oured herbs, "My stufl i :
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|n?iia's obgession, ported r;':ﬁiéﬁjm ;3; IFuwsl he ap- the drug hf: an estimated 30 million  thusiastically. giving me a “thumbs up” :
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Umversﬂy?mndentAhmedOmarHashemddivmngh:thdayspeedmnﬂmNakba, acto:sGmnRambandMohmTawﬁk,atﬂuNaﬁomlThutre

‘A Palestinian state is unstoppable’

Arab-Israeli
its worst crisis ever. writes Dina Ez-
zat. Many Middle East officials and
diplomars believe that there is hardly
anything that can be done to get the
peace process back on track as long as
the current fight-wing Israeli govern-
ment remains i pOWer.

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa is a
most concerned official. Having been
involved in the process since it was
lannched by President Anwar El-
Sadat in the late 1970s, Moussa now
says that the pro%ess i‘;u“dis-
ntegrating,”™ going as far as calling it
“cl:mml]nf dead.” But in the same
breath he insists that tega:dless of
what hoppens in the short run, the
time will come to declarc the es-
tblishment of a Palestinian state,

Parliament remembers A/-Nakb

At a meeting of the People’s As-
sembly’s general committee to mark
the 50th anniversary of the loss of Pal-
estine to Istael, kmown 10 Arabs as Aj-
Nakba, Speaker Fathi Sorour said the
founders of Israel managed to turn their
dream into reality by sound intemal or-
ganisation and by forging alliances with

After reviewing the history of the
armed conflict between Arabs and Is-
raelis on the land of Palestine, Sorour
said the 1993 Oslo agreement was a
turning point in the course of the con-
flict. “The Oslo agreement was the firs:
document in which the leaders of Isract
unequivocally - i the Pal-
estinian people.” he said. However, So-
rour accused the current Likod govern-
ment of undermining the peace effort
and the Oslo accords. He added that the
struggle of the Palestinian people

peace-making is facing-

Marking 50 years of
Palestinian dispossession,
Egypt vowed unwavering
support for the establishment
of a Palestinian state

This is a canse, he often repeats, that

. will not be given up.

Daring a visit to London last Moaday,
Moussa spoke to the Association of the
Palestinian Community t© com-
memorate 50 years of Palestiniap shatat
{diaspora). “Let us resolve that, before
the end of the 20th century, we will be

should have worldwide support.
Sammday’s meeting included a large
oumber of MPs, chairmen of the As-
sembly’s and Shura Council’s com-
mxumonAmbaﬁmrs,fmagn:elamns
and pational security plus Syrian, Leb-
ancse, Palestiniao and Jordamian dip-
lomats. At the end of the meeting, two
messages of support were sent 10 Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak and Palestimian
leader Yasser Arafat, hailing lhen'strug

gle 1o achieve a comprehensive

mgamﬂxenghisofthe?alrsunmns

Fathi Qozman, chairman of the As-
sembly’s pational security committee,
urged closer coordination and coop-
eration between Arab armies “in prepara-

tion for possible developments.
“You are all aware that Israe] will ot
msmm Palestinian land easily and that
vernment is undenmiming all

ig;me. " Qozman said.

Egyptians mark 194

People amiving to amend last Thurs-
day's opening of the “Palestine Solidar-
ity Week™ at the National Theatre were
given a white candle each as well as a
small Palestinian flag. The candles
were lit and placed on a large bed of
sand in a show of solidarity with the
Palestinians on the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of Israel.

inside the theatre, over 300 people, in-
cluding actors, zctresses, public higures,
university professors and  students,
filled the scats. Actress Mohsena Taw-
fik sang Mohamed Abdel-Wahhab's pa-
triotic song Akhi, Gawaza Al-Zalemoun
Al-Mada (Brother, the despots bave
gone too far) which was met with loud
applause and cheers. A university stu-
dent later chanted Fairuz's famous “Je-
rusalem™ song, which was followed by
recitals of Palestinian resistiuice poetry.
After a minute of silence in
solidarity with the Palestinians, some
shouted a few pro-Hamas slogans.,

The Solidarity Weck, organised by
the Actors” Syndicate, drew large num-

bers last Thursday.
At the same time, a political rally was
taking pl?ct;ca;: the downtown head-
ol leftist . at
Suar of eIt Taganmn pary,
was taken by force will be regained by
force,” chanted the awdience, packed in

. the party's conference hall.

The audience included leadess and rep-
resentatives of the Labour.
Nasserist, Wafd and Liberal
well as the outlawed Muslim Bmth-
erhood, the Communists, the General
Federation of Egyptian Trade Unions
and the Arab Lawyers Federation. All
voiced angry views, each from their own
idealogical perspective, on Israel's con-
tinsing aggression against Palestinians
and Arabs throughoot the past 50 years.

Dizeddin Dawoud, leader of the Nas-
scrist party, argued that it was lsrael,
since its usurpation of Palestine, that had
refused to imteract positively with its
Arab peighbours. “The Camp David
peace accords [between Egypt and Is-
rael] could not create a new or different

celebrating the birth of the Staie of Pal-
estine; a viable and inde state
established by the people and on the
land of Palesiine,” Moussa rold an ap-
plauding andience.

t put forwand by the for-
eign minister was thar becanse of “Pal-
estinian resilience™ and the fact that Pal-

estinian land is sdll chere, despite all
efforts to impose faits accomplis, the
Palestinian people, together with their
govemment, as represented in the Pal-
estinian Avthority, will have their
homeland and declare their state,

“The reality is increasimgly be-
coming universally recognised, even

in Israel; more and more people have
smmd to realise that it is m-
stoppable,” Moussa affirmed.

e said that a Palestinian state is
the inevitable outcome of the Madrid
peace process and the Oslo agree-
meats. This is why the present Isracli
government “has shown much hostil-
ity towards the principles of the Ma-
drid process and has sought with such

determination to wnravel the QOslo -

agreements,” he added.

The People’s Assembly marked the 50th anniversary of the

a usurpation of Palestine. Gamal Essam El-Din reports

Mohamed Abdellah, chairman of the
Assembly’s foreign relations committee,
argued that the Oslo brought
the Palestinian-Istacli conflict to a tem-
porary halt. “This agreement was the
ﬁrstsncphowardmeesmbhshmentofa
Palestintan state,” Abdellah said. He re-
ferred to some lsraeli politicians,. in-
cludingformerP:meMmswr

Peres, who advocate the establishment
of such a state.
Mohamed Said El-Dagag, chairman of
the Shora Council’s Arab affairs com-
mittee, said there was a greater under-
standing now in Europe, the United
States and even in Israel nseff of Arab

. rights and the necessity of establishing a

Palestinian state.
KhabdMohmdrhn.lmda—oftheldast

. Tagammu Party, ssid Egypt’s support

for Arafat was very important in order to
srengthen the position of Palestinian ne-

gotiators. He argued that the Arabs had
failed to regain their occupied Iands be-
cause they depended on their sumbers,
while Esrael relied on quality. “The Is-
raeli-citizen has a wide range of rights
and capabilities,” Mohieddin said.
“The questi
nghlsandupabuhuesofﬂnmabmt-
izen? We want to see real development
in the Arab wordd, a development that
is real enough to cut the Isracli state
down to size.”

Badr Hammam, an asgistant to For-.

eign Minister Amr Moussa, urged the
Arabs 10 draw lessons from their long
conflict with Israel in order to turn
their dreams into reality, “Tt may take

" 50 or 100 years for the Arabs w0 re-

alise their dream of regaining the:
land of Palestine, but this a very short
penodmﬂ:lcoomeofwoddhls-
tory,” Hammam said. .

Political parties and professional syndicates organised public raflies
and a “Palestine Solidarity” week. Amira Howeidy was there

tmlitybe:ausehosﬂityissﬁﬁﬂlt’;le,"he .

said. Tagammu leader Khaled Mo-

hieddin said that despite Arab efforts, Is- -

racl, and pot the Palestinians, “‘continnes
10 possess the power :mnd the state.™ Mo-
hieddin pointed cut that, “the Palestinian
question will remain the crux of the
smxgglewnhZiomsm.Wemonlyre—
vive the spirit of resistance.” He then
went on to detail a framework within
which resistance could be realized. “The
Arzb peoples will have o their

governments to follow a different strat- .

egy [in dealing with Israel]l. There
should be a move to boycotr Israel and
support the Palestinian resistmce in the
occupied territories, the Syrians in the
Golan Heights and the Lebanese re-
sistance in the southern occopied zone.™
At the end of the rally, representatives
of the attending political parties issued a
comxmuniqué Israel's dis-
possession of the Palestinians. The com-
muniqué also stammed the role played
by the United States, which was de-
scn'bedas“tbzmmnmuverandprolecmt

of Zionism.” -

The following day, party leaders
piaced wreaths at the monument of the
Unknown Soldier and then proceeded
to Al-Azhar Mosque for the Friday:

uﬂm‘ y.. &h‘vﬂd a sertmon m‘ g
the Arabs to unite. “We [Muslims) con-
stitute one fifth of the world's popula-
tion and we shall defear the Jews be-
canse God promised us victory,” he
shouted from the pulpit’s microphone.

Slogans such as “Palestine is Islamic
and Arab,” “death to Israel” and “open
the door 1o Jikad" were shouted re-
peatedly. Dozens of* i then
tried to march out of the mosque bt
were prevented by secunity forces
which had sarrounded the axea.

Ou Tuesday, the Islamic-oriented La-
bour party held yet another rally “in
solidariry with the struggle of the Pal-

estinian people and to mark 50 years of |-

Palasuneusnpanon.

"For the children

One of the major successes of Cairo’s IAA World Conyress was
the launching of an intemational campaign to help the children of
the world. Rehab Saad sums up the congress’ achievements

On the last day of the 36th Congress of
the I onal rivingi e

by Mrs
Mubarak along with Nomman Vale, IAA |
director-general, and Bamy Day, the
TAA’s creative director. .
Mrs Mubarak was chosen by the IAA to
serve as the of the
World Advisory Body of the programme,
titled “Give a kid a hand™.
" “As you come to the close of the 36th
IAA World Congress, and on the occa-
s:onofymrﬁllhann.wusary 1 am proud
honoarary

campaign to help
the childien of the world and to work to-
wards a better futare for all,” Mxs Mu-
barak told the gathering. “When I knew
o campai ﬁm”m‘””"‘m;“m‘*
mmpmsnm
de.a ts the
clgamsanons, I was ex-
tremelypleasedm]jghtofﬂ:edwasﬂyof
involvement in this humanitarian issge.™
Mirs Mubarak expressed ber confidence
that the program will succeed. “With the

JAA’s wealth of knowledge in integrated

campaign, argess
below the age of five, is Vale’s brain-
child The idea, as be explained it during

. the ceremonies, is to address people’s ap-

athy in dealing with social problems.
“Give a kid a hand”, stressed Vale, is not

" about collectirig money, but about geting -

people personally involved in humane ef- -
forts. From this concept evolved the slo--

'yn."!t‘snntyommoney 1t'syouwe

ValewldAt-AhmnWeeHyﬂmhefeels
that advertisers need to give the wordd
something, and that they should use their
business to improve society. “I hope that
we can demonstrate all the discipline and
skills of the i for the common
good of mankind. We’ve very ofien been

lnghednmldnrammdarevuygood

commanicators,” Vale said.

Ampagnmanmlwﬂlbesmttoaﬂ
IAA chapters im 59 countres along with
the creative material and in-
structions on how to adept the pro-
gramme for their own markets, The man-
val will be translated in five
“so that cur TV spots will be nnderstood
bywelloveriibi]lionpeople,"\fahex-

Imaacuonsesmmswmn:mongﬂ:ehg
successes of the were
ablemmmundhmandmem_u
net with people from the four comers of
the world: Britain, the United States, Ans-
tria and the Pyramids at Giza At the To-

- - temet café In the Cairo International Con-

ference Centre (CICC) 25 well as on
screens the worid,

. people couid warch the sessions live. Ac-

sessions wag
the 2lst mry

of the
mmtEgyptwas:heﬁrstcwihsanonmme
- world to use cartoons. Hjs slide show fea-
tured caitoons inscribed on the walls of

%

consumers' standpoints,

stability. Thesevaluespmwdeﬂ:em—
section between banks and the
.and that’s why they are often used as a
symbol in banks’ ads.”

The “Interaction” exhibition, which in-
;L?ednumsmmalmdm

lishing houses vertising agen-

cies; was apother ‘achievement for the
event’s organisers.

For_thnqewhodldmthavenmetogo

Congress provided ;

“Khan FM i” bazaar provided guests
with almost everything: silver and gold
items, imitation Pharaonic statnes, cotton

wear, galabiyas and even spices and in-
cense which the old khan is famous for.

ompany
at the Media Production City in Sixth of

" October City, the Pyramids area and the

Citadel ly, were another story,
mmmwmﬂm
spmct‘theguemwhomoyeddlﬂ'etun

as well as art shows in which several
Egyptian and Asab artists took part.

“1 bave got nothing unsuccessfal to re-
m&maﬁmm
nmwehavehad!nademde. ™ said Vale.

“I was really impressed by the satellite

- comnumication. I believe that it took peo-

ple a great effort in meking it come
dnongh, smdDav:dHangu _publisher
and senior vice-
home Ofm:fﬁuglandﬂewmbemhosnnghs )
d:e37ﬂ:con;:mswh1chwﬂlbeheldm
ﬂ:eQmmElmbﬂhIIConfe:mceCenm

mequua:e.Thed:emewﬂ!be"Beyond
the culting edge —— the commnnications
blnqumford:enewm:ﬂeunmm.
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CLASS ADS

VACANCY
A NURSERY IN MOHANDESSIN IS
SEEKING QUALIFIED NATIVE
ENGLISH TEACHERS
TEL: 3473725-3473310

A PROMINENT ELEMENTRY SCHOOL

IN MAADI IS SEEKING QUALIFIED

NATIVE ENGLISH TEACHERS WITH A

STRONG BACKGROUND IN

TEACHING E.S.L. TEL: 3473725-5162608

ENGLISH TEACHERS WANTED AT

I.B.I. NATIVE SPEAKERS CALL MR.
MOSTAFA FATHY 3512642-5844756

OCTOBER LANGUAGE SCHOOL
(DOKKI}

REQUIRES FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR

1998/9 (PREPARATORY &
SECONDARY DEPARTMENTS)
TEACHERS OF ENGLISH. PLEASE
SUBMIT C.V. TO SCHOOL AND

TELEPHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 9.00A.M. -
12.00P.M. AFTER 20TH MAY
TEL: 3371067

EXPERIENCED BRITISH KG
TEACHERS, HELIOPOLIS RES.
TEL: 2416179

Unfinished business
With Khartoum Ews relations with the lsia.mic.re.gimés in.Sudan. and

and Tehran

Relatjions bemcen Egypt, on the one hand.
and Sudar and Iran, on the other, are not
only cool but also controversial. In-
dications that these relations are improving
emerge every now and then, only to dis-
sipate shortly afterwards. Relations con-
tinue te oscillare between tension — that is
kept under close control — and cautious

mm past few weeks, Cawo and
Khartoum have issued statements and coon-
ter-statements — and taken actions and
counter-actions — that reflect, in a subtle

. but clesr way, the mutmal dissarisfaction in

both capitals with the readiness of the other
side to improve relations.
The foreign ministers of the two countries
spoke by telephone last week to discuss
tighter regulations Egypt has imposed for
ling entry visas to Sudanese pationals.
complained of the secusity com-
straints and received assurances from Egypt
that it was intent cn improving bilareral re-

'Iauonswhﬂedcvonngdueauenuontons

security interests.

The contro over entry visas followed
the failure of the two Nile Valley states to
agree on terms far the handover of tian
property in Sudan that had been confiscated
by the Khartourn government This failore

came as z blow 0 year-long anempss by the -

two sides to end the rift in their relations.

Both sides concede thar although their po-
litical disputes cannot be resolved in a rel-
atively short period of ume, it is in their
best interests to coptinue ing on Im-
proving bilateral relations.

Meanwhile, there are reports that an Ir=-
nian political delegation may visit Cairo in
the pear future for talks with senior Egyp-
dan officials. But, sources say. since the
delegation will not be received by President
Hosni Mnbarak, a foll resnmption of dip-
lomatic relations is wunlikely - to happen
soon.

ForEgypl.bomSudanandImna:em-
portant: the first becanse it is the source of
_Nile water, and is strategically located along
this country's southern border; the second
because of its leverage in the political pow-
er play between Arabs and Isracl, and its lo-
cation in the Gulf where Egypt has straregic
intenests.

and early 1980s respectively. Diplomatic re-

O Byt ambassador Khﬁo?:gg
of Egyptian 1o

gges:waemmmeeu-ly 1990s.

_achieved by an Egyptiap

- that Khartonm-is also keen on £

Bmdmn,thepastyenr,ﬂmewa'em-
dications of some rapport with both capitals,
There have been ups and downs.

: Onlyafewdaysbefmﬂnunpuonofﬂn

visa controversy,
mm:su‘y:ssnedasmmemexpmzsmgdls-
miy and frestration t‘url:hehmdth:;snlrs
Chkgm vis-
ited Khartoom t0 work omt a schedple for
dlerestoranonofconﬁsmmdﬂgypumpmp-

‘l‘hesta:emgntasse:tedeoskmm
improve relations with Khartoum, but made
1tclurthatforﬂnstohappcn.ﬁmlchu

toum povernment must hand the
back within 2 reasonable period of time.

A Sudanese official 10ld Al-Akram Weekly
impro e
larions with Cairo, Hedescn'bedthev?rgﬂ'er-
ences that surfaced during the Egypitiag dal-
cgation’s visit to Sodan as This

is a technical and not a political committee, -

and differences over the schednle can be re-~
solved soon,” the official said Amother -
sonmesa:dmmeapphesm:hem
problem. -

In the meantime, andahmdofthevisi:of
thclramanpolmcal deiegstion, an Irapian -
television crew came to. Cairo- earber this

monﬂ:andvideo—mpedmmrwewsm

-

cording o IAA officials, this was a first in

-pmwngrelanonsmthﬁgyp:,

-mpmved relations with Spdap

. this country.

Iran continue to be shrouded in ambiguity. As Dina Exzat
reports, this pattem is not fikely to change any time soon -

somehghEgypuanoﬂiculs. lueding For-
enélnmmsr.g:mru e For
think is a good step,” an
gmsmd. “If officials oftghe twohc:luin
esatemmeeung&oe—m-au‘l“sgmd
thar they bear each other talking 1o the me-

"-dla.sothatd:eymayundersmndbmereach

other’s positions. Indl.recﬂy.th.lsw;.llhe}p

‘What complicates mart wever, i
that there argclrcles “"ﬂ?l:ﬂll::Sndané:
and J[ragign governments that oppose im-
a 5o
These circles advocate the “export™ of .
:slam:c revolution, and believe that Egype is
"A similar split exfsts in

emment circles.” One Bro Egyptian gov-

Jbelieves thar

are peg.
£ssary in order to secure E
Nile wateis as well as its sgz&t;nsg:ﬁ;f

as the leverage that may resnlt frors " Gl
ical cooperation. Thy. ,he:f::: polit-
though concedmg that t lleedspbal-
Sudanandlnn.nsa pprehensive the oth
encourage the rise of an Jslamic gf;nei
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* Stormin
a teacup?

Will a US. bill on religious per-

‘secution spell trouble for uUs-

Egyptian relations? Nevine -
Khalil examines the legislation
and its possible consequences

The Freedom From Rehg!ous Persecution Act
(FFRPA). was passed by an overwhelming ma-
jority-of 375 members of the lower house of Con-

Only Sudan is mentioned by name in the bill,
after the names of nearly a dozen covmiries, in-

moted by religious conservatives and suppored-

by a cosliion of religions and human righis

groups A

Meanwhile, a less sringent bill requiring the
US government to investtgate religions oppres-
sion was presented by Republican Senator Don
Nickles, m the Senate. The Nickles Bill gives the

administration more leverage i deciding when . .

and where 10 impose 3

President Bill Clinton’s administration sirongly
opposes both bills, because it feels that such
sanctions would greatly hinder US foreign policy

by imposing punitive measures against stra- -

y Important states. .

As a result of aggressive lobbying by the ad-
ministration, the names of all states, except Su-
dan, were rentoved from the House bill, The
Clinton administration feels that the bill wonid
be counter-productive and that each case should
be deaht with separately, '

Cairo believes that the Senate is “more moder-
ate™ and any legisjation it passes is bound 10 be
reasonahle. Members of the Hoose of Repre-
sentatives “tend to be more vocal and aggressive
becanse they represent smaller constituencies,”
&n Egyptian officia) said.

But a long road lies abead before a law is en-
acted. Afier the Senate votes.on the Nickles bill,
both Houses have to meet and decide on a hybrid

legislation on religious persecoron. This pro- .
cedore must be completed. before. the cument:- -
105th Congress conclndes its sessions at the end .
of.1998. The pregident will then have the power .

o veto or shelve tha bill. -« - -

If agreement is not reached the process will
have 1o'be re-started in both Houses at the be-
ginning of the new congressional year.

The religious persecution bill imposes various
sanctions agaipst offending commtries, including
the restriction of exports, a ban on entry visas,
cuting off US nop-homanitarian aid and op-
posing Joans by intemational financial in-

national unity — an issue it de
crudredline.”lnasmtcmenn_ssued i
'.veek.AOHRsaidthaIﬂ:eIJS“lsnotqqahﬁedm
play the role o&pmimur [anzil:?sypﬂanCoPB
are in no need of steh profech .

i “ymacceptable

. . » are
Copis i heir felow
Chﬁsﬁnns.‘?Copts[iﬂEE!Eﬂmm‘-mmm
3 S jon,” it 52 )
m—:ﬂfﬂ HR, copoading tatprOvlec
po ek e S

efforts leading 1o the complete respect of fuman

1i for all cttizens.” ¥
ghsﬁ.; nflential Conncil of Churches of New

‘Wil iz be possible 1o dime and wine or go
shopping neir the site of the famots — or in-
famops —— 10th cepary massacee of the
haiﬂlgclukes?ﬁ;dwiﬂitbeposslble lonruns:l a
room with a hreathraking view .
adin’s Chiade]?
A LE300-million hote] and shopping com-
" plex. among other arractions, was designed 1o
€0 all of the above. But the scheme has been
pil ont the back-bumcr by Culre Minister
Fa_:t!ukl-losgiaﬁerhmunderfmﬁ'om
pariatventarions and inteHecrvals alike. They
complained that the project will set a prec-
edent for using a historic site for commercial

culture and arts committes, Hosni said the
plan will be frozen unil comminee members
_visit the site at the end of this month.
_ T visit will determine whether the pro-
Jjecl will continue or be scrapped altogeiher,”
Salah El-Taroli, the commitiee’s chairman,
told Al-Ahram Weeldy.
“ft-has never happened that historic siies
were rented ont for commercial ase,” Taroti
. said. “And this is wking place ot a fime when
amiqaities officials complain about eacroach-
ments on historic places. Then they do it
e origi
original plan was for the Mumistry of
Cohure 10 lease a 50.000 square metre plot of
‘Jand. in an area commonly known as Bab EI-
Azab. op the Citadel’s edge, to a private com-
Ppany o bufld a hotel and shopping complex.

" History s

puiposes. :
Responding to criticism from parlizmest’s

laughtered

Bowing to pressure, the culture minister has put on hold a plan to rent out
part of the Citadel grounds to build a hotel. Omayma Abdel-Latif reports

The arca. which has a large gate bujlt in 1754
and flanked by two zowers, includes more thic
100 monsments dating back 1o the Mamwlukc
and Ontoman perinds The plan also calis for the
consuuction of a conference hall. an [sflamue ar
musevm and 3 resioration school.

Fouad Badrawi, a Wafdist MP, 1ld the Werk-

~ on wreheeciopical site. You do not
¢ 0 make business. You pre-
=3e.

errinally built in 1176 by Sal-
v the Crusaders oul of Jernsalem.
nJCTo0L0S Massive resioranon.
Bulrowt sard the culivre and ans comminee of

at the Citadel?

the Wald Panty has published a paper warning
against the commereial use of archueological
sites,

A source at the Ministry ot Culture said the
plan dates back 16 1989 when the ltalian gov-
emment offered to develop Bab El-Azub, The
plan. wihnch was 10 be carried oml in cuop-
crauohi with the Supreme Council of An-
tiquities 1SCA». won the approval of the coun-
cil's permanent commiucr on Coptic and
Islumic monuments in 1993,

“It was meunt & breathe pew life into an
arca that is historically nch bur whose
tenial was never realised fully.” Abdalizh El-
Altar. the commirnee's chaiyman, said.

Bab El-Azab, according 1o El-Anar. senved
as a military camp in the past but 1 psed now
as a garbagre dump.

Poet and writer Fzrouk Gwerda said the pro-
ject won the blessing of the Culture Ministry,
although it lacked the cahinet”s approval.

“The project has been markered and pro-
moted internationally behind the govemment's
back,” Gweida wrote. “Can’t we find another
place v build shops and bazaars ocher than
near the Citadel™

Ayman Abdel-Moneim, who is sopervising
the project in coopermion with an Iralian com-
pany. said that the cabinet’s approval was not
newded “The praject has already been ap-
proved by the SCA which mncludes renowned
professors and experts.” said Abdvel-Moneim.
“It only uims ;1 making wse of a large area
that has been neglected for a very long lime.”™

AUC throws out Rodinson’s book

A biography of the Prophet Mohamed has been banned from AUC, reporis Shaden Shehab

The American University in Cairo hag

language

press, pioviding doc-

sponded to official neguests and ucied

comzined in the book.™ Shehab con-

necessary. The source added that the

dropped from its carricula a book en-
titled Mohammed, wrinen by Maxime
Rodinson, because of charpes that it
makes false allegntions against the
prophet of Islam. Copies of an Eng-
lish-language summary that were dis-
wibuted to smdents have also been
withdrawn following 2 decision taken
?ml-ﬁgher Education Minister Moufid

Shehab ordered the book thrown out
after columnist Salah Montasser pub-

lished an article in Al-Ahram on 13

May demanding that the book be
banned.

“We cannot remain with folded arms
when a university in Egypt. even if it
is a foreign university, teaches Muslim
students a book that insuits their creed
and Holy Book. This is neither accept-
able nor jirstifiable.” Montasser wrote
that “freedom of education does not
mean that thousands of books are ig-

' nored in favour of a book tha insults

Islam.” Montasser reproduced ex-
cerpts from the book to show that it
does injustice to the religion.

The mofii of the republic also pub-

umentation refuting Rodinson’s allega-
tions. Moreover, Sheikh Mohamed
Sayed Tamawi, grand imam of Al-
Azhar, suggested that 2 law be enacted
to empower Al-Azhar, the world's
leading Islamic instimoton. to examine

all books dealing with Islam before -

they are circalated in Egvpr. It is im-
perative to promulgate thns law in or-
der to ophold lslam apd its tenets.”
said Tantawi.

Shehab told Al-Ahram Weekiv that as
soon as be read Montasser’s column,
he decided that the book should not be
taught or circulated at AUC and or-
dered that copies be withdrawn from
students. “Not only did AUC respond
positively.” Shehab said, “but its pres-
ident, Frank Vandiver. paid me a visit

fo convey the university’s apologies

for an unintentional. individual error
as well as assurances that ' AUC would

never harbour the intention of di-

recting insults at Islam.™

A statement issued by AUC said:
“With reference to Mr Salah Mon-
tasser's daily column on Wednesday,
13 May in Al-Ahram newspaper, the
American University in Camro has re-

10 remove the book Moienimed  the
Freoch author Maxine Radinson. The
volume has beenp avaiiabje in Egvm
since ity publication in the eariy
1970s.”

Shehab said that his decision nas
based on the fact that b i the ccn-
stitutional duty of the Mlinisin of
Higher Educaion fo sepervise uni-
versity education” be it public or pri-
vate. Shchab explaimed that =l uai-
versities have the right o choose the
curricnla that are taught o smdents
and the professors whu t2zch them.
And, he added. “it is up 0 the pro-
fessor and his conscience o chome
the books that he will use in tzaching
his course. It is very difficult o iater
fere with the thinking of professors.”

On the other hand. Shehob said that
if studemts are displeased with what
they-are being troght. then they have
the right w complain fo the uvni-
versity's management. “But this rarely

" he added.

Shehab said the AUC professor ~ob-
viously had no bad intenitons. He cer-
tainly was not orying to [opce the sw-
denis 1o embrace the ideas Lhai are

ceded tha the book has been in cir-
culation in Egypt for the past 15 yean
and mught at AUC for abomr seven
vears. "As far as the miniswry is con-
ce_r;cd. the whole maner is closed,” he
sai

AUC sources said the university™s li-
brary had four copies of the book.
which have been withdrawn from cir-
culation. It was on the reading list of a
political science course in the early
1970s and a history course in the early
1990s, the same course the book was
being studied on in this semester.

A source close to the professor said
he invited his students to submit crit-
ical reviews of the book™s content
“Smdents were required 1o criticise the
book from whatever perspective they
wished. The professor certainly did
not praise the book and did not ex-
press a personal opinion. He even sug-
gested other titles written by Muslim
schojars so that the stdents might be
exposed o ideas other than those the
book advocates.” the source said.

According 10 the same AUC soorce,
the professor has great respect for Is-
lam and would defend it. whenever

professor had been involved. in his
home country, in many bartles de-
fending Islam and Muslims against ra-
cism and media vilification of Islam.

The professor has the support of
many of his sudents. One of them, a
Saudi Arabian, told the Weekly that the
professer, while assipning the book 1o
studenis. said that ~jt is not an Tslamic
book and may prove 10 be provocative
and offending. so it will be easy for
you to criticise. He provided us with
the titles of Islamic references, so that
we could build up a good argument
against the book.” The professor told
the smudents thai “he did oot care if
they tore Rodinson apant as long as
they put forward a good argument,”
the Saudi stodent said.

Another sovrce., however, said that
the problem began when a smudent
complained about the book to a friend.
who is an alumpus. The friend, along
with 46 other alomni, wroie a petition
1o the dean of the school of humanities
and social sciences. reguesting that
“cosrective action™ be taken.

A copy of the petition was senl 1o
Monlasser.

lished an article in the Arabic-

Omee stigmatised by the press as the “angel of
death” purse Aida Noureddin has been res-
urrected by national and opposition newspapers
alike as a victim of a substandard health sysiem.
The change of amimde followed protests by fel-
low nurses znd others in Alexandria against the
death sentence she received for allegedly killing
patient Abdel-Qader Ibrahim.

New evidence has been dog up by ene of
Aida's new lawyers. Amer Abu-Heif, who sub-
mined an appeal 1o the prosecutor’s office.
requesting that new witnesses be questioned. The

wmed down the request on the

that the case now was before the Court

mecoud complain, acousing Dr Adel Eisea, pro-
second i i i

fmufhﬁnm;gewnﬁeﬂew%

versity Hospital, of gross negligence of duty that

caused the of another patient, Mohamed El-

Sabbagh. Eissa allegedly suthorised one of his as- _ ing,

sociates, who is not a hospital doctor, 1o operate
on El-Szbbagh. The resuli was El-Sabbagh's
death.

Through the use of hospital statistics. Abo-Heif

- DESpO’sing of a health problem

A pilot project m get rid of hazardous hospital waste will soon be launched in Cairo. Sherine Nasr investigates

If Maj. Gen. Tbrahim Arwe’s prediction is

According te Abul-Atta 48 per cent of

New evidence in favour of Aid

took place from 1 Jannary to 4 April 1993 at the

neurology ward of the Alexandria University

Hospitz] as a result of respiratory failure — the
cause of Tbrahim's death.

Abu-Heif nsed mwo outstanding examples 10
prove the state of nezligence and chaos prevailing
at the hospiial. The first case is the death of El-
Sabbagh who mnderwent surgery for a bram -
monr on 27 December. El-Sabbagh died two days
later as a resul of a brain haemorrhage. However,
his death would not have been news if it had pot
been for the complaint of a hospital doctor who
said that ap oursider performed the surgery, al-
though the doctor was free at the time. The sec-
ond is the case of Karima Rizq. who also suffered
2 brain tumour and died on 16 January of res-
piratory failure. Despite the fact that her family
requested an autopsy, it was not done and ques-
tons regarding the cause of death remain pend-

These cases connect 1 a medical repost pub-
lished as a document in a recent book on the Aida
wial. The report provides evidence that [brahim
was already suffering partial respiratory paralysis
wo weeks before he acreally died. Consequemtly,

those responsible  are subhject to pun-

Murse Aida Noureddin, under a death sentence for murder,
may yet be proven innocent. Fatemah Farag reports

evidence that Ajda killed him by administering a
muscle-relaxing drus cannot be conclusive.

Abu-Heif is also producing new witnesses. “He
went 1o the propls who occupied beds near [b-
rahim’s bed in the emergency wand,” explained
Mohamoed Noureddin, Aida’s brother, to Al-
Ahram Weeklv. “The witnesses questioned by the
court wers from the emergency ward generally
and were not close 1o Ibrahim®s bed and hence
were ot adequate. These new witnesses swore by
the Hely Qur'an that Aida had not been near Ib-
rahim before he died and that his condition was
very bad.”

Further. tbz Alexandria prosecutor's office
called in three doctors working at the neurology
section fur questioning last month. However,
Adel Eid — Aida’s sole lawyer during the trial
and unzl rezemly — played down the impostance
of these Juvejopments. “These are ali irelevam
to the case.” claimed Eid. “All this alleged new
evidence has pothing to do with the case. The
judges of the Coun of Cassaon will only lock at
the papers in the dossier in front of them.™

Afthough Aids"s family still suppors Eid and
has asbed him o continue with the case in addi-

tion o five new lawyers, there are complaints re-
garding how the case was handled from the be-
ginninz. “There were many issbes that should
have been brought up like her being moved from
one police station to another for no legal reason,
the abuse and then the details of whar happens in
the ward. of which she informed Eid. Aida said
she wanted to confroni wimesses and the court
with these things and Eid said that he would take
care of them and then he didn't,” Mohamed Nou-
reddin said. He also said that addiuonal new ev-
idence would be disclosad at the right lime.

Despite the widespread support. Mohamed Nou-
reddin repons that his sister’s morale is low. “I
visited her lasi week and we were not allowed w
have a private meeting. It has to be through the
wire mesh and untl today she is kept in solitary
confinement. 1t is as if they are trving 1o keep her
away from anybody, so thar she cannot say any-
thing,™ he said.

The deadline for the Cour of Cassation Io Lake a
decision is 25 May, "I feel like my sister is next to
me,” said Mohamed Noureddin emotionally. I
have great faith she will renum to me soon ... with
ber pride and honour intact,™

Four militants killed
in shootout with police

FOUR suspected Islamist militanis. described by police as
members of the underpround Al-Gama'a Al-Islamiva, were
killed by security forces in a one-hour gunbaitle on Monday at a

o
Copts™ ex-

correct, Cairo’s high-risk hospital wastes
will soocn no longer be wreated as ordinary
household parbage. Atwd is head of o
health commirtee formed by the Cairo gov-
emorate 1o tackle the problem. The gov-
erporate has commissioned a2 major Ger-
man company that will be in charge of
collecting, sorting om and disposing of
hospital wastes in Heliopolis, Nasr City

-and Abbassjya.

“If the experimént succeeds, it will be

-applied 1o other pans of Grewter Cairo,

pumber of hospitals and private clinics.
pa standard

,'“Wefoundilensiermestabﬁsl.la
disposal management sysiem in the three

areas becanse they are-close to each oth-

. e, said Magdi Allam, head of the Greater

Cairo” chapter of the Egyptian Environ-
menral Affairs Agency (EEAA),
: us as they are, hoiphal wastes

- have thus far been left to public service

companics o handie. “These compamies

‘have no experience in dealing with hos-

pital wastes and, consequently, have treat-

" . ed them as ordinary garbage,” said Gihad

isited Egypt ith Pres- Abul-Ana, assisiani professor of environ-
i%gnk H KJVHM andmg s?tﬁﬂfmo%ﬁﬂs- . mental medicine at Cairo University.
Upa;m(glmmmeus,mygwcapoﬂﬁve ' Hazardons .‘garbage’ from hospitals mci
condition of the Copts. “The Coun- - cludes dlood ransfusion kils, ess adI:s.
?ﬁpmm_me and they left with the cos-. . used cotton, sysinges, scalpels
Em:premun'm i bod(l_omwmnmbemgpﬂ“ﬁdyumc.chem:calsmddmgsmnlso
sect ot ' - pose a major health risk.

secuted,” 8 souree said.

hospital waste is infectious.

The overall volume of the waste is obvi-
ously hoge. “Cairo bas al least 3.500 bos-
pitals, almost one-third of all hospitals na-
tionwide,” said Allam. To these shonld be
added the waste generated by the small
clinics, now common in every dismict,
where minor operations are performed.

Wastes are dumped a1 one of two major
disposal sites in El-Moqganam and Ain El-
Seira. “The procedure cap have a detri-
mem2} effect on people’s heaith in those
areas.” said Abul-Atta, adding that r.0 mat-
ter how small the amount of wxic material,
it is still capable of infecting an eotre

area.

“The way that waste is dealt with is a
tragedy,” said Allam. “In advanced na-
tons, hospital waste is given as much at-
tention as nuclear waste.”

In an artempt to facilitate the German
company’s task, the governorate has al-
ready allocated land along the Cairo-Suez
highway, where waste will be sorted owut
and sterilised,

It seems likely that bospitals will be
more than willing to deal with the new
company. Every hospital will now be re-
quired 10 establish a waste disposal man-
agement system or face punishment under
environmeat laws, “This is a prerequisite
for renewing a hospital’s licence,” Allam
said. Moreover, he added. if an infection
results from failure lo dispose of waste,

ishment under the Penal Code.

The German company will deal with
wastes using the stu’z-of-the-art disposal
technique of ray serilisation.

At present. ooly a small number of hos-
pitals have their vwn inciperators. in-
cluding El-Salam International and Ei-Qasr
El-Aini. The majeriny lack the facility. “In-
cinerators usealiy produce zero emissions
and the ashes lefi are Izss than 20 per cent
of the total volume of the wastes,” said Al-
lam.

In some cases. hozardous and pono-
hazardous wastes arc burnt in the open.
“Burning results in the emission of hydro-
carbons which cause cencer and physical
deformitics,” said Aboi-Attz.

Meanwhile, two hzaith-care management
schemes have been launched, with the as-
sistance of the EEAA. 1o install in-
cirerators a! hosprtais run by Cairo Uni-
versity and the Ministry of Health., Using
German techholozy. the incinerators will
be manufactured locaily.

“We aim to provide hospital staff with
training op how 1o separsie wasle ai the
source, the only aay i minimise the cost
of disposal,” suid Abui-Anma

“Such cfforts may cvemually solve one
of the most serous emironmental prob-
lems that has vnjustifiably been deaht with
0o lepiently. They will definitely result in
better health condidons for Cairo’s res-
idents.” said Allam.

small village near Mallawi in the southern province of Minya,
reports Mona El-Nahhas,

One member of the group surrendered while a sixth, identified
as Gamal Mahmoud Farghali, escuped. Police were combing
nearhy plantations in search of the fugitive.

According to an Interior Minisory statement. a civilian who
was passing by was killed by the militants’ ire while a police-
man from the Central Security Forces was wounded in the
shoulder during the exchange.

The killed militants included Emad Rushdi Amin, deseribed as
the provincial Gama'a commander and the mastermind of all
terrorist artacks that have been staged in Minya since 992, The
other three dead militanis, described as members of the
Gama'a’s military wing. were identified as Seoud! Ahmed
Sayed, Ahmed Mahmoud Abdella and Shehata Mohamed She-
haia. They were said to have 1aken part in several assassinations
apd anempied assassinations. The name of the militant who sur-
rendered was not disclosed.

The last terrorist act commined by the group was an atiack last
March on a police patrol car carrying a police officer and four
policemen in the Beni Mazar district. All the five policemen
were killed while the milhanis escaped to Mallawi where they
wok refuge in a plantation.

Tipped about the location of their hideowt, security forces en-
circled the area on Monday and demanded that they surrender., The
militants responded by opening fire. prompting police lo retum fre,

Inside the hideout, police found four Russian-made amomatic
rifles, ammunition and papers comtaining “importam™ in-
formation about the Gama™a,

During the past two months, security forces have attacked two
militant hideouts in southern Egypt, killing <ight suspecis,

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
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Ghosts
of 48

In preparing for last week's Al-Nakba commernorations,
the Palestinian authogity (PA) bad wanted to achieve two
mmsOnea:dasmmobﬂ:se"onemﬂhon Palsnn;;.nsmas-
semblies and marches throighout the Occupied Terrjtories

in mourning for the loss of Palestine in 1948. The second
annwasmkeepthcgathermgsaspeaceﬁﬂasposm‘ble.pre—
serving the Al-Nakba auniversary as “a day for the masses
and got for varest”, in the words of Palestinian Legislative
Oolmcil(PLC)mcmberandthleada' Abbas Zaki The
PA failed on both counts.

Although thousands did attend the commemorations, the
tamout was a good deal less thap one million — a sigo per-
hapsofthegromngdnsmdlamentbm:hePAand

the people it purports to represent. In Gaza particulady, the
Al-Nakba evens fell victim to factionalism before they be-
gan, with Hamas refusing to participate in any assemblies
mprmestatd)ePA'suouunmngmmmumofnsmm-
bers.mcludmgHamas Gaza spokesman, Aziz Rantisi. As
", these are virtually i ible In
ﬂ:eOecupledTemmnes.thougaﬁxeblamefanhlsm
hardly be laid at the door of the PA.

Typ:mﬂy. the most violent confrontations occurred in
the besieged Gaza Strip. The PA had intended Gaza to host
the showcase event of Al-Nakba conxnemorations — 2 26

kilomewe long march stretching from Rafah in the south to
Beit Hanoun i the north. Eyewitmesses say the march was
peaceful until late ing, when small skirmishes broke
out between Palestinian and Israeli soldiers near the
Jewish sertiements of Gush Qatif and Moraj. But “the kids
were far away from the soldiers. At no were the sol-
diers or settlements in any kind of danger,” said Khalil

Shahin, a field worker with the Gaza based Palestinian -

Centre for Human Rights (PCHR). The anmy opened fire
wuhhveanummmon.hllmgonel’almnmm

and toming skirmishes into viclent confrontations which
spmdﬁomehQanfmthesoudJmGazasnurmem

Erez checkpoint.

By the end of the day — reports the PCHR — four Pal-
estinians had been shot dead in Gaza, and 71 wounded.
The PCHR also allege that the ammy used snipers — a
claim reinfarced by the fact that, of the injured, 46 were hit
by live ammumition. apd 52 were maimed in their upper
bodies (a clear indicator of “precise fire™). Of the dead, one
was 3 PA male nurse, Zalem Al-Waheidi, killed by foor
bullets to the heart, head and hand, after tending to wound-
ed demongtrators at the Erez checkpoint. A 45-year-old

Nosoonerhadlsraehl’nmehﬁmsteeryamm
Netanyahn retorned to Isracl following a week
long US visit than he put paid to pews reports
that Israel had agreed to the 13 per cent West
Bankredeploymcntpmposedbythe(?hnhnad—
mipistration. In London for the G-8 summit,
State James Rubin also
denied any progress and said, “1 cannot say that
we have a On the contrary, we are
working very hard to overcome the differences.”

Easmnaﬂ'airs.toldaformspomsoredbyﬂ:e

mmlsmelpll;.:bhcAffans
sﬁllgipgth:tmbeclosedmdsﬁlldﬂ'

Al-Nzakba commemorations
in the West Bank and
Gazalast week led to the
worst clashes in two years
between Israelis and
Palestinians. Graham
Usher reports from
Jerusalem on the events of
bloody Thursday when 10
Palestinians were killed

refugee from Jabalyia camp, Al-Waheidi, Jeaves behind a
wife and 13 children

There was trouble in the West Bask 100, less fe-
Tocious than in Gaza. Confromtations broke ont in Beth-
lehem, Hebron, Jenin and Ramallah, where. one Pal-
estinian, Ismail Shehadeh, was prononnced clinically dead
after being hit in the bead by a rubber coated steel buller.
There were also clashes in East Jernsalem, with mounted
Iﬂthorda'PohcechargmgmmmwdsmSahhA]—Dm
Street, and Palestinian

weekend, with 16 Palestinians being injored in Hebros, -
cludmgalB-yar—oIdboy .
Alogether, A-Nakba commemorations camsed the -

itary coaftontations in
estinians were killed and 1,200 were injured in protests
against Isracl’s decision to open a tunnel beside the Al-
Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem's occupied Old City. But, if the
maoxxl then was celebratory, now the dominant Palestinian
sense is increasingly one of the fatility of such sacrifices,
gmhmhyd ofotﬁ:lrelnesmda-‘seﬁ-mle”,mdme
pmsent state peice process.
ADrigit and one witk specis] stvoy Detnis Ross. 1sael
one Envoy
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahn retnrned to Israel on
« Monday with nothing to repost other than a de-
malthathehadagteedmdnAmeum of 13.1
pex cent second redeployment in the West Bank. “Several
things have been reported, such as my agreement to a 13
cent withdrawal, which is not troe,” he told a press con-
in Jernsalem.
It was a line echoed by Yasser Arafat, after his meeting
with Albright in London on the same day. “Unfortrnately,
MrNemyahnhasnoteﬁemdanyﬂnngmgiblemMrs
Albright” he said, Press repotis say
ﬂ:emnentsndnngpomnsdmNﬂnnyahnwﬂlmlyagme
to a 13.1 per cent redeployment (however it is packaged) -
on coudition tha: the third redeployment is cancelled or
derogated to 2 joint Palestinian-Israeli comuinittee. Ac-
cording tc PA cabinet secretary, Ahmad Abdel-Rahman,
“the Palestinian side is mable to accept anything less than
the US proposals,” which, he says, include a 13.1 per ceat
second mw,and.lheeommtmmmmy
uutamndxedeploymmﬂatetmlhayenr
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White House kee'l'sﬁbéfOr
Netanyhu's uUs offenswe

pmad; tothcpmeprocess asSeuemyAIb—
right warned two weeks ago.

Netanyahu's week in Washington was an ex-
Israel lobby group AIPAC (Amer- msemdeﬁmofﬁe%mﬂmmnnch

Commnittee), “There are

.f': ‘ff mr*p-\s"'i B

21 -27 May 1998

Netanyahu said aﬁnn ‘no to.the Clinton =
administration's proposals to revive the peace
process. But as Thomas Gorguissian

reports from Washington, the right-wing -

premier received a big ‘yes’ fromthe -
American’ bonyress and tfie’ pro-lsrael lobby

dldnutmxsslhechmembashﬁmudy Hil-

‘Pressure on
A report published by the New York Times on

in London, said, “I think they [both fmma]l 0 stares, Netanyahn said that “the first 1ael, the Soviet Unjon conld have dominated
sides] are in.a period where any- commitment they [the Palestinians] most fulfii is  Middle Eastern oil fields and sea romtes. . . ATPAC disclosed that on 29 March, 1998, “a
B k t h thing we say publicly will increase that abolish the Palestinian National  He said several times during his US toor that  strategy session™ was held at the residence of the
exannimac Ung the chances that we will fail.” It wes Charter...This is the test of peace.” His words - Israel's existence changed world history, and Isracli ambassador in Washington, Eliahn Ben-
Fiir Deutsche zur Wahi zum reported that already some “re- were met with thunderous applause. seal the fate of the former Soviet Upion.  Elissar, and was attended by senior Israeli dip-
finements™ have been introduced to 8 of Tsrael's need to retsin “defensive  On this theme, Netanyahu told the ATPAC gath- lommMAlPAClendus.'memeetngspm-
Deutschen Bundestag meAm?:.mplm,mdtha:Sm- wﬂ]ka:;:glmms i:l.m‘;l'hlsxswg e:hgs“rodaywe&famdby:ﬂmﬂ:: pose 'I;:Es&ﬁbed,“meocmdlm
: retary of State Madeleine i peace. iBw brooght no commmnism. is efforts™, C-backed petition drive led to
Am 27. Septamber 1868 findet e Weh! zum Deutschen was irying 1o scll the to peace, If I had to say, what is the day, the one¢ menace of ic fundamentalism, of fanaticism apnbhcconﬂumnonbetwwnthe and
Bundastag stalt. Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in  day, that peace possible in the Middle that is reacing a new and ugly head. And we have  the White Bouse, one which Tsrael and its Amer-
Deutsche, die auBerhalb der Bundesrepublk London on Monday. feracl and its neighboars, I would o fight and resist it. And again, Israel is the best  ican friends seem 2o have won hands down.
Dautschland leben und hier keine Wohnung mehr There has been a decided say that day was Jme I12th, 1967. Becanse on  ally that the West and the United States and d=-  Upon his arrival at Dalias Jnternational Air-
innehaben, kdnnen bei Vorlegen der sonstigen in the Clinton admipistration’s tone that day, Israel pushed the border from the sub- mocracy-have in this region.” . port, Netaryzim told the Israeli newspaper Yedi-
wahlrechtlichen Voraussetzungen an der Wahi with respect to Netapyahu's de- wrbs of Tel Aviv to the baoks of the Jordan, 'While in Washington, Netanyahu reaffirmed oth Aharanotlc, “With all friendship and ap-
teitnghmen, fiance; oo longer is there talk of an  across a stone wall a thousand metres the bis waming that the declaration of a Palestinian - preciation to America, an Jsracli prime minister
Fir Ihre Wahiteltnahme ist u.a. Voraussetzung, daB sie | “nltimatum” to which the Israeli mountaing of Samaria and Jndea and made peace  stare, which Arafat hag declared would take place  should know how to say ‘no’ to the United
1. nach dem 23. Mai 1849 und vor itvem Fortzug aus dar government i8 obliged to respond. pmsﬂ:lebeamnmdemmﬁ:loonqmm— no later than 1999, would be a “unilateral act” in States,” and addéd “T am going to say ‘no’ w the
Bundesrepublk Dautschiand”) mindestens drel ‘The shift conld well be explained by . _ . violation of the Oslo Accords. His waming United States, because as prome minister you
Monats ununterbrochen in der Bundesrepublik the success the Iscaeli premier met ~ Netanyahn was scoruful of the Palestinian de- found a andience in Comgress, as ex- should know how to do something other than
Deutschl odor sich dort sonst with during his US visit in lobbying mand of statchood. “We seek 2 so-  pressed in the words of ional leaders on  stand ou -the White Hoose lawn with everyone
land”) gewohnt  oder sopport in Congress and among the  Iution that will give the people who are living on  both sides of the House. Speaker Newt Gingrich »
gewdhniich auigehalten haben; American Jewish community. Nev- that wall, the Palestinisns, the abiity to went to the. extent of describing Secretary of  Not only did Netsnyshu say ‘no’ to the US ad-

2a) in Gebieten der Gbrigen Mitghedsstaaten des
Europarates leban oder
b) in anderen Gabieten leben und am Wahltaga sail

ihrem F der Deutschiand ) : . ' '

‘nm mm g;smmmm ; Israel, u'ns week, was once
3. In ain Wahlarverzeichnis der BundesrepublBk u r“ I n g u p again resorting to its -

Beutschland eingetragen sind. ) favoured means of

Diese Eintragung auf Antrag. Der Antrag ist

auf einem Fonn;hﬂ:lg:umstaﬂem er sol bakd nach negotiating: gunfire. Zeina

i Bekanntmachun werden. Einem

S Erai e o the heat on Lebano Khod reors rom sefnt

bel der zustandigen Gemeindebshdrde eingeht, kann

nicht metr entsprochen werden (§ 18 Abs. 1 der Ten members of the Palestinian Fatah-Tnfifeds  Four Isracli warplancs fired 12 missilcs di-  weapons in this barbarous raid... We will not Lebanon has made clear it

Bundeswahlordnung). Movement wexe killed and 22 others injured  recily into the Fatah hirtifeda base in the might.  let this crime raeli polfback, if #t’s unconditional
Antragsvordrucke (Formbiitier) sowie informierenda in the deadliest Israeli attack agaiust Pal- anack.'!‘hemdsmgctedﬂ:egmnpsmmg 24 ambassador to Lebanon, Beirut says hmggﬁﬁigaﬁm to
Merkblater kbnnen estiniaps in Lebanon in over two years. The cenfre ‘in Taomayel, pext to she Richard Jomes, described the raids as a “se- Videlﬂﬂc]ﬁthmﬁtyanangenminw;

- von den diplomatischen und barufskonsularischen attack in the beart of the Syri: Be- Dmsmsh:ghwnyandonlyafewkﬂomu Hous message™ but did not elaborate. “People  absence of a- peace treaty and 2 com-

Varrotungen der Bundesrepublik Deutschiand kaa Valley is being interpreted . by cbservers away&omﬂxeSynanbmda‘. . shonld wonder why there were. Palestinian  prehensive settlement.

{ab Juni $898), bere as a form of pressure on the Palestinians, - The Damascvs-based Fatah-Intifada, camps there and what they wexe doing” "Wearea,gainstrmegonaung the terms of

- vom Bundeswahlieiter, Stalistisches Bundesamt, Lebapese and Syrians. . SPWEIWPMWWMCOM Jones told reporters. Resolution 425, HouseSpeaka-NabihBem

D-65180 Wiesbaden, A o for the group in Beirmt was Abu Mouvssa -— who quit Palestinian leader His commenis came under fire by some M“Wemmedﬂmdmnmw

. 3 quoted as saying the attack may have been Yasser Arafat’s mainstream Fatzh groop — Lebancse officials. Former pri . mamtain meLm

Von den Kralswahilakerm in dor Bundesrptik aimed at Beirut and Da the PLO-Israeli peace deal. ~ - and current parfiament member, Selim ey in and Syrian

D angefordert warden. putting pressure on Beiru Da- peace K t pariiamen X Hoss, peace tracks.

\Wettere nfte ertellen die Botschaft und die macens 10 accept Israel’s conditional with- last major Israeli maid on Fatah-Intifads  sud Pelestimans are located in every area in Ammhlsdecidﬂdmmammnnmof
Ausidl Vi der drawal offer and to wam against using Pal- bases was. in July 1996, after the group .the conntry. “They are here because they mg:a:desﬁoa.ssessfmelsmﬂm

berulsh larische Vertretung der Bundasrepubitk niang jn mnti-Isracli operations in Sooth  claimed for an sttack in the oc- wcforoedoutoﬁhmhomwnhlhebfess- already created a low: committee .
Deutschiand in Agypien. Lebapon., cupied West Bank that killed three Israeli sol- ing of great powers like the United States” the repercussions of an Mﬂ:dln':m
Kalro, den 20. Mal 1998 Media reports said Isracli Prime Minister diers and wounded two. There were no cas-  Hoss said. “We would fike Washingron to tell UNIFIL, — the UN peacekeeping f; vl on
Botschaft der Bundesrepublik Binyamin Neranyahn may have besn to  ualties in that raid. bs why Israel nses US made weapons o kill ployedmsomh[zbmm.Bmthﬂmma&
Deutschiand Kairo send & message to Syrisn President Al- th—huﬁdaoﬁmalswmqmdasny- inpocent civilians in south Lebanon ™ well aware that ‘without a chief s
Assad w =i in guerdllas Israeli ing the raid m}ﬁzbnﬂahmmmvmtalsode- peace camnot be ensured, ve set-

nounced Jones' l'em:itlrs.the
ernment 1o a 10
werference. pm“msmp

8h, Sharia Hassan Sabri targeted graduating cadets
Zamalak, Kalro myhavebeenmnedathllmgthefacnons on the gov- -
leader. s in-

ﬂﬂﬂwmwmsabmdermmmub-

“The secretary-
mnpowerbmk«m -general feels that there cap't

be peace in the region without Syria and gther

Lehmm. Y was not ot the camp at the tme” Abu suarenieTs pmve 1S, patious g
Generalkonsulat dar Observusaisosa:dNetanyahnmyhave Moussa said in a statement. “This camp com-  agpression against ogwpk_ mﬂae on(bemg)mvolved,
Sundesrepublik Deutschland Alexandsia been trying to provoke the Palestinians to re- pnssouradmmstnﬂvepoaﬁonsihatm l:nsed the diaspora ﬂﬂmmforthe tyar-
8, Mina Street talizte in order to give Isracl an added jus-  our fromt-line positions in south Lebenon ™ Iﬂdﬂﬂmmﬂ im“yd’lf’“ﬂl *st:kr:kmfor

Security sources here said the raids were
well-planned and the Israslis acted on ac-
curate intelligence. “The base is not occupied

'IhcAnbLagnemdlhemkmduPal—
estmian base Isracl was not serious in
i offer 10 withdraw from south Lebanon.

tification to reject US peace proposals onr a
‘West Bank troop pollback.
The unprovoked

achieved between Isml 21 agreement ig
Isracli assault came two " withdrawal.” IIm"“ﬂ“‘“"-‘“ﬂlla

days before a meeting between Netanyalm —coustanily. The Israelis knew they were there.  The fsrack said in his talks with An- Themd:.mthe
and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Their  The raids were a provocation. The group is  pan that the offer to legve Lebanese territories 2 stark reminder that Palm“‘mbasemesas
o ‘talks centered on Israel’s offer 1o withdraw Dot active in the sonth,” one souxce said. is genwine, “We made j cleax 1 the secretary- havetopaymepmefm-ﬂ,e J& again, will

Mecidenburg-V: sgghaan.Saclsammhal't from south Lebenon oo condition the Beirat ~ “We promise oar martyrs, all our martyrs  general that as fax as we sre concemed, We' Middie East peace Ea""J‘I“"’I"-lll'lhe
Thiringen zuziiglich des Gebists des friheren Bedin {Ost) government grants it security guarantees. The  and our nation, that we will make the cnemy  are ready to implement 425.. We added no vmngofﬁmherv:olem doservery

proposal has been rejected outright by Leb- pay for this- " the group said in 4  conditions and no Tequirements for a peace  if mﬂmevﬁmm nnge,m

anmands:,ma. statement, “Israel used internationally banned l:euy.”Nmyahns?d. - Ia:ldlpence Palestinigpn_
- » . " f . - - .
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UTen Iraq insists that it has fally com-
D aw plied with all Sceurity Council resolu-
AP tions demapding the destrction of its -
" nuclear,. mm biological
- weapons. Thos, 5ays, mWam
Lo the sanctions imposed after its 1990
5 mv:mnomeinlt;qls unjustified. o
Nabil Nej s represcotative
u¥ the Aﬂbl?-'ﬁ_gﬂe. told - Al-Ahram
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tely and, accordingly .
. UNSCOM to mislead the Secmity -

.. mew lewish settlement at Ras Al-Ammd in oc- - it is available. But we don’t know if any settle- -
ggmdﬁasuﬂmﬂmhstsm,&uahsm- :henthasbemhunmomcmyasad:{actre- _

of the boycotr.

___urwlateda"blackhs:"ofmme_ﬂmh 100 jtems - Since the campaign started, one senlement fac-

Iraq lobbies |
for world support §

!raql ofﬁclals toure_d _Eumpéan an&_'_Af:ican counlnes t‘o"_m_'obiﬁ_se support for lifting fhe
oy _eight'-yea_r—olt_i UNsanctions Butl!asha Saadﬁnds there is fittie hope of a breakthrough
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‘US admini jon.” He said- that the ' sure of Imq’s'_nn'clur file, which was

. US . “has been 'secking by all means
availible 10 maintsin the sanctions in-
L, It oses

untdown

seem o be logistical and financisl. The
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The European Commission recommended that
the 15-member European Union block ail imports
from Israel that originate in the Occupied
Temitories. Graham Usher, in Jerusalem, tatked
to the spokesman of the leftist Israeli peace group
which launched the boycott campaign

S

h . » the EC - spokesiuan, Adam Keller, he talks sbout the boy- Do you have idea what of Is- i i i i -
said in a . .. DUESInAn, AL K » b . L any what perccatage believe if is not only the EU's right bm fis an independem sovereign state. But our conclu
Mhmgﬂwwjkmmm_MWMMﬂMMMpm rael’s exports originate in the Ocenpied Ter- duty, to impose the yule of ofigin in i trade sion is that the outside world is already in-

Stip, the West Bmm_“;'usalen.ﬂ:e- _ﬂ:g’!ECs.rwommdmmmth:"rnleof'or-_. ritories? . : agreements with Israel. It is perhaps the most volved in the internal politics of Israel.

x afe in violation Gf (e the Golan -igin™ : - No. These figares are not released. Indeed, they important contribution Europe could make t6  When the US or EU refose to pressure Ne-

fits signed bet theprﬁcfgenmlmde . : < .. - . .are deliberately obscured by the Istacli govern- the peace process. If lsracli eptreprencars re- tanyabu, they are saking a political decision.
R iice these toiritore mdono: mm.mnﬂnmqmmm‘:- " ment. All government stanistics wreat Isracl and  alise they will lose the wspal customs - When the EU 2ccepts uncritically every lsraeli

State of Istael o not form part of the There are several aims. First, we want to weaken  the Territories as a single economic tions on their exports to Eovope, they will think export that carries a “Made in Israel™ stamp —
axoind 40 pe -mm.danl’“bhc_.mﬂ-mhng the settlements economically. Second, we want  usit. They are never broken down into regions. twice shont fnvesting in sexlemems. even when it is fully aware that some of these
] h-i‘ﬁ A all Iecael’s exports.” .w_mmmmmmumm It is difficuh to work owt which expors orip- Ouor understanding is that the BC's rec- exports originate in the Occopied Territories
wanpdﬂ:cml}"::m'm & Foreign Ministty er Ysoachi public, conveying the message that this  inxte fram the Galilee let. alone from the Oc- - ommendation is a decision “in principle™ 16 im-  {(Al-Ahram Weekly: and sometimes other coun-
before inking memny'-_pﬂgycmm 5 to fight another war on ng:ed ies. pose the mle of origin. It is oot yel a decision tries sach as orange joice made in Brazil) — it
ﬁﬂmmmm”hﬂnm ‘would harm their behalf. Wt want to alert Jaael en- we only have a general idea - Bur our as-  in practice. Implementarion, 1 undersiand, is de- is taking a political decision. In other y
bim'ﬂﬁnkingbf-‘ a‘f:wm.lmdhns he sessment is that the number of agriculiimal ex- pendent on the onicome of the cument nego- not enforcing the rule of origin on Ismaeli ex-
ity oW -Phnsm pt Mﬂsmpsof mgvimgammmmmﬂ- pquoﬁg@mﬁngi?moiupiedm;?mgsg tintinnsbetwe;n;mtbem:JSandlsmeLwthrimg i_:onsisnolessnpolmca] oo than en-

awn.. According. A report i the Jeracl - . . quite significant It could be as as inatk i Americans on behalf orcing it

w.y‘i"gﬁ'”“’?ﬂﬁ‘mSmﬂﬂ. Isreeli. - Most of these entrepreneurs have no ideo- cent .of all Istael’s agricoltural exports to i
Pline mwm.mmym nyzho conveyeda mmm-mmeeeﬁmbmhm'gopgmdispmbab!yhigbﬂinmm How united is the Peace Movement behind
mesgage EU that should it customs mﬁﬂnforcmuqteeommiccmﬁdanﬁm' as flowers and romatoes. this strategy?

Qulzes Wulﬁm ymports from the Ter- The boycoit campaign is a comnter-incentive. It. - - - The decision 0 invite foreign pressure on Is-
Hicsds, 4 Israeli sovemgmn"mq'bmthem-- warns the entreprencur that if he invests in settle- Last week, the rael is the policy of Gush Shalom. In April —
113-_ of Pales estmian workers ﬂt:golmel menis he may get government subsidies, but he  recommended that member states withdraw on the eve of his trip to Israel — a letter was
hmsmmups .reacted. fiercely to,.- wiHl lose his domestic markst - . all trade privileges on sent to British prime minister and the current
ofa -8 recommendatio oF Of, stresSing that the jdea - originate in ocenpied EU president. Tony Blair, as well as to Pres-
of a boy mﬂby“._seﬂm.entgoodswasmsedﬁm How effective is the boycoit? from the settlements or ident Clinton. It was signed by Peace Now (the

o "nny'b:;iyw"isG::hm;halom(ﬂ:eTmmh ﬁgmmfmwfmmmmmgrim b:;y campaign and o mmow 5 % Gush She.

! - 18 I our S cott the other Israeli . including Gush Sha-
Peace Bloc)- Following the estsblishment of a  sands more have visited our Web site where the  EC’s recommendation? !um.hdoesnotcagﬂm}:;‘brssms"onlsmd.

1n
rule of origin in jts trade agreements
rael, I doubt whether any element of the Israeli
Peace Movement would object to it.

| of Kuwait

Somali leaders assured the world that there has been no
change of heart over the national reconciliation conference
due to take place within 90 days, writes Gamal Nkrumah

the Caire declaratiori. Mohamed bas fried in vain 1o re-unite  also reccived a big boost after it was
Both Morgen and belon';to the NSC, a grouping of 26 factions sex resolved at the Hotel Sahafi meeting
the powerfal Darod mibe which feels wup in Jaovary 1997 after talks in 3i- thar a high-level delegation headed by

the ™wo co-chajirmen of the NCC and
including prominent members of the
coordination committee tour the war-
torn regions of Bay and Bakol, 10 days
after officially launching the ad-

’beandmpena]l b m f!heii:lmpmn talm
il ially by irts of iopim capil i
i Ababa. The USC-SNA, is dominated by
members of the Habr-Gedir clan of the
Hawiye tribe — Somalia’s largest tribal

M the ‘leader of National confederation. ministrative instihitions of the Benadir
Salvation Council (NSC) However, hopes for uniting Somalis region
Another important topic of
discussion at the H Sa-
ey S -
I Bertitx N CH=—r |
mwh‘u_:hﬂ‘.\E_ Dokig Centor L [ - I_J
Mogadigho is located. The Srciepancry cuad & cperaied ) .
Benadir region’s agenda in- - One of the largest integrated housing companies
clude the opeaing of the port | | Native Fluent Established in accordance with Law 159/1991
&ad the airport at fho carliest Teachers :
possiblo date, perhaps In To facilitate the trading of the
bexs few days. ITALIAN :
'Igim is momnting pressure FRENCH company’s shares on the stock
o bt mtey Somah eaders SPANISH exchange, the company has
;v‘]m betiveen thg 013‘3%'01 GERMAN deposited its shares in the central
——— s -

Mohzmed and Aidid, who in- ENGLISH depository system of Misr for
g;nmd the chaimmanship of | | g e TIRAE { Clearance, Seftlement and Central
Somsii - Naonal _ Aliancs ’: [TEL: 338-1350/51 Deposit Company
%Gﬂ.’n_m“"‘" 3 FAX.: .338 135.2 This transaction will be
Aidid, While Mohamed con- | | NO €4 required effective as of 18/5/1998
trols southern M

. Aifid controls the capital's
nosthem subarbs.
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2008 A lram

In the chains of theocracy

In this essay on state and society in Israel, 50 years after its fouhdin'g, Tikva l-l_onig-Pamass trades' the roofs_;af the new pbpuli'st a@oﬁtaﬁa_nism (_:_,-merging
under Netanyahu. Based on the marriage of Zionist colonialism and aggressive clericalism, the new regime is the legical expression of the Zionist project

Fifty years after its establishment on the foun-
dations of the Palestinian Al-Nakba .(ca-
tastrophe), the Jewish state is still in the midst
of a continpous process: that of realising the
goals of the Zionist colonialist enterprise. From
the start, the Zionist movement set itself the
goal of establishing an exclusivist-Jewish state
in the temitory of historical Palestine, by dis-
possessing the Palestinians of their land and
their homeland. Thiz pgoal was only partially
achieved in 1948, and was completed in 1967
with the conquest of all of Palestine.

Nevertheless, the Oslo Accords were needed
so that world public opivion, Arab states and
the Palestinians themselves could legitimate the

Zionists® preferred “solutdon to the Palestinian
problem™: continued Israeli cootro] over the
territories occupied in 67, both by direct an-
pexation (including. bot by no means limited
to, the settlements and bypass roads), and by
means of a small Palestinian client state on

As is the case in the ter-
ritories occupied in 67,
amack continues on what
little [and remains in Pal-
estinian hands after 93 3]
per cent was declared
“state Jand”, ie. lapd on
which only Jews are per- i
mitted to seitle. Similarly, .
ning and development .
policies instituted by all
previous Israeli * govem-
ments remain in force: to - -
severely resincl construction and building in
the “recognised “A:abtownsandvil]agw,:;ﬂ

refusing to
grant boiiding permits or to allow soch ele-
m infrastructure as water and electricity,
and such basic services as education and health
care

The Zionist movement itself, and the co-
lonialism of the state of Israel, is designed first
and foremost to serve the regional interests of
Western imperialism. Cwrently it is the US's
interest in controlling the oil resources of the
Middle East within a neo-liberal framework
that is being introduced to the region, and is
beginning to be implemented in Israel. The pol-
icies of a “frec” economy are destroying the
remnants of the universal welfare state within
Israel, leading to fierce unemployment rates
and the pauperisation of broad sectors of the
working class and petite bourgeoisie. In the
50th year of a smte designed. ostensibly. to
provide prosperity to all the Jewish people who
scttled in it, the gaps between rich and poor are
am_r?:gthemdest inuthkchwmplme world the
pauperisation g now is not
Fruit of Netanyahu's polictes alome. It is the re-
sult of the cumulative effects of long-stnding
policies implemented by the Zionist Labour
movement, whose continuous be, y in the
pre-state Zionist movement and i the state of
Israel was interrupted only in 1977, when the
Likud won the elecrions. The subsequent La-
bour governments, like the opposition Labour
Party today, were not in principle any different
from the Likud with regard to the policies of
Do bera) Meslogy thar sccompiedes e,
t
in parallel to the convergence of Labour and
Likud around neo-liberalism's economic pol-
programangs for the sl soturion abdes Oslo
or solution undexr Oslo
E: ing ever more blurred. The essence
of the Beilin-Abu Mazen plan of March 1996,
which Arafar recently announced is le
to him, wili leave most of the lsraeli seule-
ments in place; om the territory that remains
(not more than 50 per cent of the West Bank) a
Bantustan swate will be established, with its
capital jn the village of Abu Dis (adjacent o
Jerusalem). This e is pow
(although not explicitly) by both Netanyahu
and Labour.

tanyahu's reiga i the aaure O e pobieal 1o
's reign is naure political re-
glme, ,whichnsdﬁignedtomobﬂisesu%ponfor
neo-liberalism: the destruction of the oid polit-
ical parties and the old elites, the tendency to
blor the distinctions betwesn the three branches
of the the refusal to cooperate
with the Knesset and the criticism of the So-
preme Court: these anthoritarian fmumm of
Netanyahu's government are paving way to
a popullst regime based on a direct, charismatic
connection between the leader and the “peo-
ple”. Such a megi

ive clericalism. N

In place of tradiional party politics, Ne-
tanyahu conducts a “gectoral politics™ con-
sisting of the cultivation and bribery of the po-
litical jves of various groups,
incleding the Russian immigranis,
Ornthodox and the Shas movement,
and education services. This sectoral bribery
serves peo-libcralism, as jt both reflects the
ideclogical preference for private charity over

the principle of the universal rights of the cit-
izen and is economically advantageous: the
cost of sectoral bribery is less than that of fi-
nancing a universal welfare policy.

THE SECULAR-RELIGIOUS RIFT: Granting
power to the Orthodox establisihiment is not a
mvdtyinﬁu&medbytheﬂeﬂnyvhngwm—
ment, bat rather one of the structural featares
of the state of Israel since its establishment.
During the years of Labour Party mule, haw-
ever, there was a coordinated division of labonr
berween the state and the Onhodox establish-
ment in the form of the Supreme Rabbinate, in-
itiated and suppomgeby the nationalist-
Tigions b Orthod -
(as wpwm the varons ultra-Orthodox
gronps, who relied on their own religious ao-
thorities, and who were rather alienated from
Zionism and the state).

The active cooperation of the nationalist-
the rabbinical establishment to adopt a more

with seculir life beyotid the bérders .
of the agreement known as the “status quo™,
and allowed them to play the role of mediator
between the state and the Orthodox. The power
of the Chief Rabbinate was weakened, how-
ever, as the young generation of the nationalist-
religions sector tumed to both nlira-Orthodoxy
and extremist Zionism, a process which began
after the 67 War. These young people now
look 1o the heads of yeshivoth (religious semi-
naries) in the Occupied Territories and Israel as
an alternative sotrce of anthority. This process,
together with the ongoing “orthodoxisation™ of
increasiagly atropant Iesiiorson i seculat
increasingly arrogant interferepce in i
life by nltra-orthodox circles, with the Chief
Rabbinete trafling behind.

The sharpening of the religious-secular rift
was recently revealed ing the main cer-
emony commemoratng
state, which was characterised by militarist and
religious symbols intended to mark the “victory
of Zionism™: the modem dance Anaphbasa, by
the Bat Sheva Ballet Tronpe, was censored at
the last moment under pressuxe from a middle-

Orthodox official (the deputy mayor of

mm),bemthe_danm i down
to short as the hymn “God Is One in

Heaven and Earth” (from the Passover ritnal)
was heard. The refused the compromise
solution suggested by President Weizman — to
wear long underwear — and cancelled their ap-
pearance. None of the other distinguished Is-
raeli artists who were scheduled to perfomm
joined the dancers, and only the pext day did
dozens of artists organise a militant demoastra-
tion. Tt was the first demonstration ever organ-
isedby[sncliaﬂistsaﬂsttheongoingvioh—
tons of the right to artistic or

expression in either Isracl or the tegitories oc-

ZIONISM AND RELIGION: As Professor
Zeev Sternhaill of Hebrew University indicates,
the conceptusl-ideclogical framework in which
Zionism operates has been by the or-
ganic, mibal pationalism of “blood and soil”

th =m- N l.&-u- -m ’ .

political . day Jewish-rel

which developed in eastem and central Europe
as the antithesis to the liberal nationalism with
values rooted in the "notions of the En-

bases —
which could easily be perceived as reflecting
biological or racial uniqueness. The individual
is not perceived as an infrinsic entity or value,
but a5 an integral part, regardless of

choice, of the national unit, to which he or she
owes absolute loyalty.. The Labour~ Ziomist
movement, in addition to this “organic na-
tionalism™, also adopted national socialism in
its Isracli version, known as “constructive so-
cialism”, This variant of socialism jn the ser-

"vice of the nation required the sabjugation of

social and economic demands and the interests

obilising the working class to -
italist ecopomy of the Zionist staue—mﬁ
making was one of #= “nationai aims”. Build-

oo App e e

besaigmﬂmtthisisf.dimtionofﬁonism,
bat rather it is.its Jogical expression, car-
ried to the pomt of absordity.” - -

o
ders of the state, even after 1948, .

The first two of these laws arc the Law of
Recern (1950) and the Law of Citizenship

.(1952), which allow any Jew to
automatically

smisrate 10 -
Isracl and to a citizen,
while ar the same time, deprive all Palestinian
refogecs outsids the borders of the state of the

" possibility of - to their homes. The
third basic law, the World Ziopist. Organ-
isatioi-Jewish (Status) Law (the “WZO

W), SSUTes Iews.maqnglpramne,en-

joy :preference over the Palestinian citizens of
the state in all xhaltexs pertaining to land own-

th' and budgetary allocations for building
s Mwmma
most cuming itical way: it -
ises the varions Zionist bodies, foonded I the
early '1900s, to fonction in Israel as quasi-
ities, in order to further

building projects in the existing Jewish com-
mm_:i_ﬁpsmtheemblishmentofnewlewish

L

Ligious 1aw). This was done by means of ab-

religiong
the state and by assigning exclusive jurisdic- -

tomed Israel into a half<heocratic state, This-
as made possible by

“statns which was

personal status law as the law

ment also accepted
thodox Jowish establishment

it
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of the religions’ it was gplit into several
separate basic laws. Only two of these have
been enacted till now (both in 1992): the Basic
. Law: Freedom of jon (1992) and the
. Basic .Law; Human Dignity and Freedom
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. hmanaHmﬁUnmny mso[;mm

hisespausalofmemmnpmntofm.

and, in my opinion, provided the ‘most icon- -
oclastic and

and brfliant of the Israeli interventions.

Fortheolhm:smvaxymgdegtee.ﬁommwas ;B
seen as a necessity for Jews. I was sorprised, for:

.mmwthmhendmngtheﬁnﬂm_ K
admited. ther a grave injustice was committed - -

against the Palestimians, and that -the essence of

- Zionism was that it was a movement for con-
quest.ﬂ:enwmtuntosayﬂnt:twasa"'mo-_
esEary” COnguest.

Oneofthemstrema:hblethmgabomdmls-:....
raehs,agmemeptfwl’appﬂ,ls ﬂlepmfomd...
mnmsagnmthemostmpmtlmuh

bel their with

. ptogramm:nand much and m'dj!s.
 pusting, eapecially whei the Palcstinian clement

ipant #t the-prayer gatherng
mPU:I ay°s gt the. cal-

'_MWMHA@MWMJWHNMMAFP}
' “Ziomiat view of the conflict with the Palestinians

s e e s s

(and this is as true of Left Zionists like Meretz or

Yes, we wapt peace with the Palestinians, but no,
there was nothing wrong with what we had to do
in 1948. As far as real peace is concerned this
bagic contradiction is quite natenable, since it ac-
cepts the notion' that Palestinians in their own

cepts the fundamental contradiction

.onism and democracy (how can one have a dem-

ocratic Jewish state and, as is now the case, one
million pon-Jews who are not equal in rights,

- land owning, or work to the Jews?). The great
symp- - virtue of the new histodians is that their work at
‘least pushes the conrradictions within Zionism to
-.hmnsothe:wxsenotappumnomlsmehs.

really - and even many Arabs.

- Thomas. Gorguiss:an reporis from Wa.shlngton on
ir - the *hate campargn led by pro-Israeli groups to prevent
: the Amencan pubhc from heanng a d;fferent voice

mdm!heUSbyAnbAmmmnsandsuppmt

_'ofthcpalsunmmonﬂsunggle.m

: Univ in W DC, the -
'nnrvm‘s:tysﬁnb

organised a programme
‘of activities which opened with a Jectare by His-

ham Sharabi, Palestinian history eSSor at
Umvetsity,mwh:chml‘:efasked.

the Palestinmians be the Jews of the 21st

Perbaps.Bntﬂ:eywﬂ]notbcﬂmﬂon—-

ists of the 215t ceqtury.”
The own Uni cov-
ered vmausaspecuofthe (-year Palestinian

mn%hfmpm -the period,
v *s.Centre for Contemporary Arsb

. 'smﬁesalsn'heldaphmmibmonm“thehl—

- egtinian
American Lisa Ma_ﬁaj. who lectired on
e d estinian’

“nmmgﬂled!ﬂpmm mﬂm‘“

SN
. .

“member”,

ot know. it was a shock

It is certainly troe that the great htmlnn—
today of the new Isacli ; is

saying about what happened tous:sagopleat
the hands of Israel. And of course

done so as Israclis whomsomemmne

for the conscience of their andmety
But here, speaking self-critically, I feel that as
Arabs geperally, and Palestinians in particular,
we must also begin to explore our own histories,

" myths, and patdarchal ideas of ihe nation,
something

whch,forobwuusmsonswehave

the US.” : -
A few weeks earlier, on

appeared
in The Washingion Post,
o Toough thewe

was pothing in that ad-
vemsement that Arabs did

to those unawéafemof the
b]oody history Civa-
tion of the state of Istael
Two days before the publication of The Wa.rh-
ington Post advertisement,

s _ve:sxtysGastha]lwasthe

aDeerassmrcmmhmo:

.Speakmmmemeﬂmgmcludedhufnan

McGuwan.fmdetofthe“DﬂrYasnnRe-
membered” and Abhmed Assad, a

“ Deir Yassin surviver who was 15 when the

lice, McGowan described the

massacre took
and what still is to-be dome by

work compt

© “Dejr Yassin Remembered”. Theau:omphsh—

ments inchude a new book, Deir
Yassin,” maps and 2 Web site. The presemt
chaﬂenge:smngalmmnsuppmfnrame-

[

ey

'_ ‘Yes we want peace with the Pa]e.stmlans but no, there was nothing wrong with what we
" 'had to do in 1948"; this seems to be the gist of much of the writing of Israel’'s new historians.
' -__'Edward Said, back from a Paris seminar on the topic, discusses the profound
contradiction, bordenng on schizophrenia, which makes the new historians reluctant to
_draw the inevitable conclusions from their own evidence

, old ideas

not so far dope. During the Paris colloquinm
Palestinians, Including myself, were speaking
with 2 great sense of wzency about the present
since, in this present, the Palestinian nakba con-
tinues. Dispossession goes op, and the denial of
our rights has taken new and more punishing
forms. Nevertheless, as intellectuals and his-
torians we have a duty 10 look at our history, the
history of our leaderships, and of ouwr in-
stinxtions with a new critical eye. Is there some-
thing abont those that can perhaps explain the
difficulties as a people that we now find cor-
selves in? Whet abont the conflict between the
great families or hamulas, the fact that ony lead-
ers have not been elecied dem-
ocreiically, and the fact, equally disastrons, that
we seem to cormuption and me-
diocrity in each new generation? These are se-
dous, and even crocial maters, and they cannot
cither be left onanswered or postponed in-
definitely onder the gmise of natiopal defence
and national unity. There is perhaps a start of
crtical self-zwareness in Yezid Sayegh's new
book on the history of Palestinian armed strog-
gle, but we need more concretely political and
critical works of that sort, works whose grasp of
all the complexities and paradoxes of our his-
tory are not shied awsy from.

So far as I know neither the work of Morris,
Pappe, or Sternhel] has been translated into Ar-
abic. This zbsence should be remedied forthwith.
Just as importapt, [ think, is the need for Arab in-

morial to be built m Dejr Yassin for the vic-
tims of the massacre.
'Iheeventslfrgamsedbytheﬁmbﬂubm
Georgetown University were repeatedly chal
kngcdbyﬁneﬁeorgetmlsnciﬂ&socimon.
Members of the asseciation first wied to have
many of the events cancelled, poting thar the
main subject and target of the leciuges was to
eounuupmmﬂ:eeelebmnunafﬂmbmhof[s-
failed, they tricd,
Lhronghadmm:suan%tochangemc
pame oflhemcms “50 Yomoford[)ocupnuon .
q\mm ICC'IIIN:, Wi ocoupa-
ton” M:E:bcrsof Lwaalhssomanonp:t

Years
of dispossession

%  “The Palestinian

w Side was much
8 more urgent, more
‘-~ severe and even
emotional in its
insistence on the
. need for new
history. The reason
- is of course that

_-_': Israel, and
consequently most
Israelis, are the
dominant party in
PR the conflict: they

" hold all the
" territory, have all
} the military power,
and can therefore
take the time, and
have the luxury to
sit back and let the
W debate unfold :
1‘& calmty” :
ey ]

tellectnals 1o mteract directty with these his-
torians by having them invited for discussions in
Arsb universities, cultural centres, aod public
fom.Slmi]aﬂylbehevenlsourdmyasPal-
mmmmdyee,cmAmbmteﬂecmdsmn-
gage Israeli academic and intellectial andiences
by lectm-mg at Tsraeli centres, op::‘fly con-
Tageonsly, What have years
ofrefnsmgmdealwnhlsme!doneforus" Noth-
ing at all, excepttowukmusandwenkenour
perception of our opponent. Politics since 1948 is
now at an end, buned in the failores of the Osle
process of a separation between Isracli
Jews and Palestinians, As part of the new politics
T have been ing abont in these articles, a
splendid opportunity presents itself in continued
mmonwnhthemw!smhhlsturianswho,
while a tiny minority nevertheless represent a
phenomenon of comsiderable importance. Their
work, for instance, had a grear influence on the
22 pan film series, Tekuma, shown on Istaeli tel-
evision as a history of the state produced for its
50th year celebrations. They are greatly in de-
mand in Israeli schools as lecturers, and their
work has attracted the attention of historians and
others in both Enrope and 1the United States. It
seems anomalovs, not to say that the
ope place they have not been fully heard is the
Arab world, but we need 1o d ourselves of our
racial prejudices and ostrich-like atitudes and
make the effort to change the sitnation. The time
bas come.

Georgetown: voiced their donbis concerning the
xdenu:yand:hemmnuonsofthwewbomgm
partici in, or support, or finance these
events. They distributed and posted hate flyers
on campus, both anonymous and under the
pseudo-name of “Concerned Georgetown Stu-
denys.” They accosed the organisers and their
guests of being “anti-semite™ and “denying the
Holocaust™.

Finally, they wied to mobilise public opinion
ogiside the upiversity campus tuming the
whole issne into a topic of concern for local
and national Jewish circles. The Jewish weekly
Forward claimed that at stake was the issue of
federal funding of some stodies in the uni-
versity, especially those related to the Centre
for Contemporary Arab Studies, which — as it

— was not ﬁm.nc:ally sponsoring
this series of lectures and activities.

The front-page story on the 24 April issue of
Forward screamed in the headline “Uncle Sam
Fonds ‘Hate 101" at Georgetown Teach-In”.
The story warned: “Check ont how Uncle Sam
:scelehramglsmels 50:h birhday with your
tax dollars.” Though there was pienty of ev-
idence of squandering tax dollars on com-
memorating 50 years of Israel's existence
aroand Washington, the events at Georgetown
were m‘;::ly not among them.

While debate was raging on campus,The
m cniversity’s nEWSpaper, provided the

pro-Isracli voices were loud enonghto deafen
all ears.
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Fall of

a dictator

The bubble of the Asian economic miracle has burst; the in-
1zrrational “relief” package is extracting a heavy toll; an old
ar:= bloody dictatorship cracks at the seams. Faiza Rady

abasrdes the countdown

Cestetalely imantaining a slipping grip
ur, fouer despite the raging demonstra-
thws that Rave rocked Indonesia over
uk past three wecks and caused the
Joatl ol 4t least 500 people. President
Stizaeto announced on Tuesday that he
wotld atep down —hut only afier intro-
vucing lng called for political reforms
and Madding puarliamentary  elections.
“Any time, if the people want me to
stiep aowi | am ready te resign, as
iong us it is conducted constitu-
iivnaily.” Budi Santosa, the chancellor
of the Indunesiae University, quoted
Sulwrto as saving.

Understundably  perhaps,  Suharto’s
wielully mimicked resignatiop pledge
lacked  credibility among the In-
domesian public. Studemss and workers
continued o demand his immediade
resignation and ralfied amainst World
Baph 1 WB) and Internationzl Monetary
Fund 1IMF) dictites of liscal austerity
steseires. Closcly monitoring the on-
o crisis. Dennis de Tray. the WB
«aum -y duectur for Indonesia, said on
wiwmay hat intemnational donors must
ST 1 major reassessment” of the
~iidaiivn ie lndonesie because of the
wwtal BNresi.

“The medicine dished oul by the IMF
< ahe same as ever.” eaphined econ-
episi Alan Woods on a Web site deal-
. vt economic issues. “l-mns are
givent un condition that the entire bui-
den ol the erisis is placed synarely an
the  shoulders of the  people
austerity "), Growth must slow down,
unemployownt must grow. factories
and banls mwst close, interesé rates
must rise. oudpets musg be balanced,
inne siandands reduced.™

in vie cume of Indoncsia. the agen-
Jjes’ prescriptions combined with the
effects of the crisis to result in a drastic
devalwtion of tie national currency —
the mepiah — which depreciated 400
er vent against the US dolfar over the
last nine months. a spiraliing inflation
rate of 33 per cont in the [first quarter
ol 1995, Ly -offs affecting an esiimared
10 million workers. shyracketing prices
of smple commodities and the re-
duciion of subsidies on gas and ker-

~wefie — resulting in 71 per cent and -

Whoever returned Sierra Leonean President Ah-

25 per ccot price hikes respectively.
“When Indonesia explodes, it's going
o bele very extreme. Behev; me, eﬂl:e
people are very an ewswe
quated Jakarta busmesg;yconsultant Wwil-
son Nababan as saying.

Attending the G-15 mceting in Cairo
last week, the Indonesian dictator de-
clared that he would consider stepping
down if the people withdrew their con-
fidence in him. “H I am no longer trust-
ed, I will become a pandito (sage) and
endeavor to get closer to God,” he said.
A somewhat bizarre proposition coming
from a man who came to er
through a bloody US-backed military
counp, during which Suhasto overthrew
the democratically-elected government
of leftist President Ahmed Sukarno, and
killed an estimated 500,000 people. In
addition, Subarto “lamched the greatest
massacre since the Holocanst... [slangh-
tering] hundreds of thousands of mosty
landless peasants in a few months dur-
ing kis 1975 invasion and snnexation of
East Timor,” wrote renowned linguist
and political writer Noam Chomsky.

Raising the worn-out spectre of com-
munist agitation and the imminent
threat of a replay of the massacres of
old, Home Affairs Minister Raden Har-
tono warned that *“the people should re-
main alert so that the sad events will
not be repeated. becanse § have already
reminded you thax behigd this unrest
are remnants of the PKI (Communist
Party of Indonesia).”

Meanwhile, [ndopesia’s government-
controlled television also got out of
hand — showing thousands of dem-
onstrating stodents and impoverished
workers burning Subarto in efﬁgar and
condenming him to death. “[The stu-
denis] are wideping the cracks ip the
facade of Mr Suharto’s impregnability,”
wrote The Economist. “Even the media,
used to censoring itself for fear of re-
prisals, is covering their prowsts. So
millions of Indonesians are able, for the
first time, to see their comparrtiots de-
mandiog Suharto’s downfall”

Upon his retamn from the G-15 meet--
. ing in Cairo, Suharto quickly and ef-
- ficiently quelled the media’s sudden in-
subordination by barring any coverage:

Sierra Leone secrets

Cook and his officials at the Foreign Office in a

of the demonstrations. Subamo’s ar-
t:mptmquel]themgmgsocmlunrest
by rolling back gas and kerosene price
hikes and ordering the army imo Ja-

.kana.however proved less successfal

\Inﬂm‘gtoaweptbelatednndmbn
the Indonesian -

peopleoonunuadtodemonsuate—de-
ing Subarto’s ouster. And while
some of the moops deployed in the cap-
ital scrupulously guarded embassies and
foreign , soldiers and pro-
testing students seemingly fratemised as
troops watched the marches from a dijs-
tance without intervening. “Indonesian
army troops dispatched to trouble spots
in Jakarta were greeted with wild ap-
plause by the rioters, and the soldiers
smiled and raised their fists in retnen,™
repored The New York Times. :
‘While ramours of a rift in the militaxy
and disaffection among junjor officers
swirl in Jakarta, the muoltinational cor-
porate establishment is desperately scru-
tinising the Indonésian top brass in the
hope of hand-picking a compliant suc--
cessor to the aging dictaror from the
army leadership,
"W‘thnoclea:orgamsedpohucalop-
position in Indonesia, the “market’ 18 in-

armed forces as a. savior,” said David.,

; lfsn
Stars, acuumcymginwiﬂrélcast.‘a- “gag

champion of an elected

ranto possibly groomed hi

London-based market analyst agency.

The chief of Indopesia®s armed forc-
es, General Wiranto, may very well
emerge as a potential “matket™ can-

didate. Attempting to walk a tightrope -

Wi-
for the

top job by remaiming on the sidelines of
events. As rallies and demonstrations

between Suharto and the

mckndlhemp;tal,hefai.ledmmlposea '

curfew aod- cauticosly restrained his
froops — keepmgﬂmmatbayﬂ'omme

WhemsrheWBmdanMFb]amed

the mumeil on the regime’s. nepotism,
embezziement of

rampant corruption,
poblic fonds and blatant fiscal mis- -

management, many analysts believe
that the agencies’ economic reform

-pachageacmaﬂyspa:kedoﬂ’ﬂ:em—
Suhaﬂn hlsfamﬂyandhlsm]mg_

clicue have socceeded in momopolising
a large chunk of the nation's capital for
I:prasttwo&cades-AseariyalWO.
Subarto's daughter Siti Hardiyanti Has-

mu.mc:knamed'lhm.startadﬁ:eCnm

- Lamtoro

ou:ﬁtwmﬂ:anaumanedﬂbm;on.

mdtmsg&sshmhddumthecmm-_'
measing!y]poﬁngtoﬂ:e!ndomsig._ pal_egpate 1 S

his regime

_ of sudden’ for- t according 1o
mgn fnvestors smed pu]lmg out and'“"' ﬁrmstSiﬂmtoaear

Tutnt's brother, Bambang Trihatmojo.
is the co-owner of the Bimantaras Group
— a $3 billion concermn —- with busi-
ness interests in television, the chemical
industry, banking, automolive man-
ufachuing and oil refineries among oth-
er things. And Suharto’s youngest son,
Hutomo Mandala Putra — Tommy to.
his cronies — penerally regarded as less

ambitious than his siblings, owns a con- -
',wasg:mmdedmfhghty,mn-pmducnve

glomerate, Humpuoss, which is only
evalnated at $600 million.- As for Su-
harto himself, a 1997 Forbes magazine
-amnleevalna:edhlspmalfommeat
$16 billion.

BeycmdtheSubmo clm"spillageof'
{the country’s resources, mMany econ-’

omists ‘agree that the Indonesian crisis

extendsmﬂ:eenh:eregsonandmnot_

only be reduced to grand-scale

otism, looting and profiteering of the
roling class. “The problem .is the real
crigis [in East Asia], in which thousands
of factories are shuitered, millions of
jobs are lost and prices soar ot of con-
wol, is only just begmmng." Gommented
Newsweek, -

st o e T s
8| ca .Y

the weakness. of an pver-stresched, vast

ly- indebted banking system. As a msnlt

_nacket, "nervousness“

A Queen’ 's Scout, a Scofs Guard or Cook in the dark? Bntam s hands
‘were bloodied in Sierra Lecne, writes Gamal Nkrumah from London’

reaction” amtmdthewurld-

-a1 - 27 May 1998

the sysn!m gave way. “Suddenly ‘con-
fidence™ collapses. Someone, of some
group, decides that the whole structure
is unsound and to sell. And sell.
And sell. This is a classical develop-
ment, seea in every cycle, and not at all
themlltof'l‘hmorAsuan _peculiar-
ities,” Woods.
Th:s"clssswaidevelopmnl also ap-
-plies to the Inlonegian economy that

speculative capital. Attracted by the
speculative bubble of Asian “boom™
years of the 1980s and 1990s. both for-
eign and natiopal investors poured their
money into the property market, which
cavsed 4 spiraling inflation of real es-
tale and property values. This, in turn,
md:mdacycl;;flmcreasedmwmm:
elo t’projects —

resulungpmp?ntythe ovapmen-exm'nsnmmand
dcbtednessofthebankmgsyswm.}\fter
capital flight finally hit Indopesia when
thefowgndebtmched $137.4 billion,
and the stock market crashed by 22 per
cent, theé govemment announced the fu-
sion of a number of big banks con-
sidered insolveat.  But the. debacle did
.not end there, the  needed a ma-

 jor: biiilout ffom: the IMF to the rane of,.:,
._543 bx!hon. Yet, paying the price of this

to IMF directives, has",

It laser tanspired that Sandlive Interuational

md Tijan Koabbah io pawer on [0 March 1998
matters much icess than the likely consequences.
K.bbith, a jormer fawyer who once practised at
Grn s Inn in Lopdon, wis austed by a military
Junia In. Jed by Sardhurst zraduate Jonny Paul
oo on 25 M..“ 19497, The ousted president,
a ionner United Nations Development Pro-
sruuiwe aificer. (led the Sierra Leoncan capital
Freatwen for neighbouring Guinea where he took
refuge w tive capatal Conakry.

Frem Conithry,  the  democratically  clected
Presidept Kabbah plotted his retum. In October
1997 the UN impused an arms embargo on Sier-
ra Leone, But. evidence is mounting that the Brit-
ish Forcizn Office was involved in the re-
in:talement of Kabhah. The British [oreign
secretun. Robin Conk, denied any knowledge of
Kriton's conivance in the supply of mercen-
atdes M ani oy Rabhah's cause, i ireach of UN
Readtizen 1132, which imposed an anms em-
baige 0 Ffierni Leone. Couk's blaming of his of-
liciahs 1t ke Foreizn Office complicated matters.,
Tony ddasd, minfster of st for forcign and
cortmervedth atfairs. contessed to mislcading
e Hose of Coinnrns Forcigm Affairs Select
Comnmittee L weeh, An independent inquiry
s el g to jook inwe the anms-for- Africa affair,
and Coook pledged 10 resign if the inquiry im-
plicates him.

The amss-tor-Africa seandal bhas put the La-
hear sovermment on the spot. Many hends are
ithels te rodl if the results of the tnquiry implicate

conspiracy to supply arms to oust the Sierra Le-
onean juata. While there would be no problem
with the fact that Britain conld have helped re-
store 2 democratically elected president, it is the
alleged ractics that have caused the storm. If in-
deed the Foreign Office took part in the supply of
arms to the Sierra Leonean rebels, then it wonld
be tantamount to a deliberate breach of a UN res-
ofution. For a Labour government that came to
power with the promise of an “cthical” foreign
policy, thai would be 2 big embarrassment.

Fighting for political survival, Cook claimed in
a televised interview that no one had produced a
“shred of evidence™ that his officials were in-
volved in the arms-to Africa scandal. But. Lord
Avebury, leading human rights campaigner. told
Al-Ahram Weelkiv that “there is undlsputed ev-
idence of Forelg;n Office complicity in the arms-
to-Africa scandal.”

In May 1997. Lord Avebury wrote to Lloyd ex-
pressing concern about possible Nigerian inter-
vention in Sierra Leone. “It is reported that Ni-
gerian forces are being disparched to0 Sierra
Leone, with the object of restoring President
Kabbah, and that the Americans are encouraging
this enterprise. The Nigerians think they could
get back inta the good books of the international
community by doing the Americans’ bidding."
Lord Avebury told Lloyd He warned of the “in-
congruous spectacle of the Nigerian military pos-
ing as the defenders of demoeracy: If MNigeria's
strongmam General Sani Abacha can pose as the

govmmen:.
will gain 2 sparions credibility on the wogd
stage, while its own supporters of de-
mocracy, incloding the legitimate presideat,
Chief MK Abiola, safely behind bars.™

Mor=over, United States officials seem 0 have

been in the know as well. John Hirsch, the US
ambassador in Sierre Leone, apd David Kacnper,
the divector of African Analysis, the barean of in-
telligence and research at the US State De-

partment, knew about the arms-to-Africa affair.

British and American complicity in the arms-for-
Africa scandal seems to be irefotable,
‘While the world believed that the Nigerian-led

~West African peace-keeping force, ECOMOG,

forced out the Sierra Leonean junta single-
hendedly, it now appears that Britain mas-
temminded the whole affair. According to Lod
Avebury, an Indian-born Thai basinessman fac-
ing exwuadition from Canzda on embezzlement
charges financed the counter coup becanse of his
interests in Siera Leone's diamond mining in-
dnstry. Sierra Leone has vast mineral resources
including diamonds, untapped reserves of al-
uminiom ore and gold.

The Indian-born firancier Rakesh Saxena fimd-
ed the arming of Kabbah’s poorly-trained
40,000-strong force of Kamajor tribesmen from
northern Sierma Leone. The Kamajors were o
maich for Koroma's men. Saxena and Kabbah
mhstedthehelpot'nmshba.sedSandlmcInm-

o s

_national, a company thai, according
founder [.xamemnt Colonel Tim Spicer, offers

Behind the Vatican’s gate

* Department at the British

“special forces rapid
Sandline bas been imvolved in Africa and the Pa-
cific, most potably putting down a rebellior in

Papua New Guinea last year. Spicer claims that’

plansmﬂ;BrmshandAmmean
diplomats,

military advisers ‘and intelligence
"agents. A fiom called Sky Air Cargo Services

shipped aver 35 tons of military hardware in a
Boeing 707 to Sierra Leone. The Nigerian forces
whooontrolledSnmlmnesmmnmrpoﬂ,hm—

gi International, confiscated the AKAT7 rifles and
oﬂ:ermilimry

Asconnovusy in Britain about wheth-
er or not British officials knew beforehand of Ni-
geria’s planned invasion of Siera Leong,-the me-
dia reported Sandline’s links with the diamond.
mining fxm, Diamondworks, for major conces-
sions.

'IbeBuushambmdormSmene.Mr.

Penfold, met Kabbah in Conskry and is said 1o be
“upmhisneckinpmparaﬁonsfurlhesmu-

A.noldAfnuhandwhosmvedrwocoupsm
Ugandz, a revolution i Ethiopia and civil war in

.N‘gena. Penfold’s job is on the Line.

months LordAvebmywasmwﬁed
mmeetAnnszn?:,hmdofAﬁlmEquatmal
- QOffice and

Lynda St Cook, the Sierra Leone desk officer,
to discuss the sitwation in Siera Leone. Ave-
bury says that this was the “first time in 36
years as’ a poliician that Foreign Office of-
ficials had asked to see me.” )

representatives were also meeting with Foreign
Office officials.

Meanwhile, theBnushNavywnshe[pmgmre-
store Kabbah 1o power. While the British De-
fence Ministry claims that the Royal Navy war-
smpHMSComwallwnsmSlmLeoneona
humanitarian, mission, Sandjine International '
saystha:HMSComwaIlwasmS:mInoneto
as;;erethmthecounw-mup :

aps the wost interesting fact 10 emerge
from the arms-to-Afiica scatdal is. the close col-
!abomnonhetweenWestempowusamdAfnum
so-called peace-keeping forces. Compliant Af-
rican civilian and military regimes collaborate
with the West for the exploitation of the con-
tinent’s vast mineral resoorces. While publicly
shonaing Nigesia's Abacha apd asa
parizh, Western powers have collaborated close-
ly writh hiis regime.

The British media focased on i
broﬂedmdwarms—for—Aﬁ:mmndaLBut.asfar
as Africans are concerned. the problem is not
about key characters such ag former Scots Guard
Tim Spicer, former Queen’s Scout Penfold, or
even Robin Cook’s predicament. The crisis is es-

senually about Western double standards as Lord
Avebury so y puts i&. The alleged British
complicity in Siemma Leonean counter-coup
raises doubts about the creation of an African

force which is independent of

peace-keeping
. Wesiern powers and which is not controlled by

forengn mercenaries and metalcomns

. A bizarre murder-suicide involving two members of the Pope s ellte
Swiss Guard has dropped the Vatican into a vortex of speculation
and conspiracy theorias, writes Samia Nkrumah from Rome

The wmivwerious munder of Alois Es-
wrmaan. (e newly-appointed bead of
the Papal Swise Guard, carlier in the
meonth, ook i Vatican authorities and
thi world by surprise. The bodics of
Esteriiinn, his wile and a yoting cuard
were found Iying outside the couple’s
apariment in Vaticin Cite on 4 May,
The official bricfing délivered by Vat-
wan spokesman Jouguin Navareo- Valls
the day affer the killings stared that
“Vice<orporal Cedric Tomay. alwr fir-
iita two hullets from his repulation
weapen ai Commaoder Estermann and
oaz hutller at the wife of the command-
er, commitled Lvivide.” Another Vat-
ican spokesinan pdded that Tomay
:umnml;'d the murders in a “fit of mad-
aos<™ afler peceiving an official rep-
nmand for repeatedly breaking the mid-
dight curfew enlorced on i.nc'f
The young cuard had also revently been
Siciedd from the list of guands re-
cerving + medai for mertorious service,
The Malian newspaper Coricre della
Nera was the first w publish an appar-
i ruiod note that Tomay wrote to
iy which tivs in with the official
~rlasion f the killings. Not since
e (G4T assasin@ion attiempt on the

-

e ke tEew e e

life of Pope John Paul 1T has there becn
:f m‘c;re uolecnt incident inside the walls
apican City. More swprisimgly, it
was committed by a member of the
Pontiff’s own guards, the very people
cntrusted with the job of protecting the
Pope, the bishops and thair premises.
The murders presented an oppormnity
to those pursuing many unanswered

questions from the Vauenn. Foeled by
the city-state’s usual economical style
of dealing with events involving its of-
ficials, the Italian media not only spec-
ulated on altemnative motives for the lat-
est shooting bt revived controversial
claims of past Vatican cover-ups as
well Suspicions s the death
of the former Pope John Panl 1 2
month after he was elected in onder 10
conveal fmancial misdemceanonr in-
volving Vatican officials, were aired.
and doubts were rmised over the ideniity
of forces behind the Ponufl's
1981 attacker, Mehmer Ali Agca

In the Estermann case, earlier sug-
gestions hinted that he was a homo-
sexual, then reports charged that his
wife. Gladys Meza Romero, was in-
volved with Torpay, the yong guard,
The larest allepations which appeared

o

inaGermanncwspaper.BerEmrKnn‘-
er said that Estermann had been a spy
for the former East German Stasi se-
cret police operating onder the code
nnrneof"Wudcr"
The  Kurier
knowledged thatthc
came from an agonymous
Iastweek,anen-Susch:efm.mdm
an interview with the Italian
Stampn ihat the Stast mole in the Vat-
manwasanuﬂmrman,notﬁslermnn.
Describmg the espionage story as “n-
conceivable”, the Vatican flatly denied
thcaﬂegatlons o
Nevertheless, it took a full 5ix months
for the Pope w appoint Estermann as
Maﬁerhspmde::ss?:md.
This is despite the fact that Estermann
was 3 15-year veteran of the Papal se-
curity force who shield the Pope
with his own body during the 1981 as-
sassinarion If these accosations
hold watex, then it explains the delay
appointing Estermann yntl in-
vesugmonsmotbespwnageallega—
gops were concluded

Bur Mario Biasetti, whose recently re-
leased film Soldiers of the Pope docu-

esplo:;ﬁ- suory_ homosexual and

paper La

lsually the goards’ -commander. They -

onlymyﬁugesbutnowuponsm
with the 's -wishes ™
Moregver, the Vaticzm, which had a $85

million budget deficit Tast year, needs to

omb its expenses.
Pope John Paul II, the first-ever non-
IuhanPonuﬁ.mque:phmtonsm-

:ﬁ

-:slmswervmgmmsbehefmpohhcal_

ﬁaedom,bmadvocamssmmopposmon
to birth mnn'ul. Hixz

Jannary and his 0 N':gen,n in

for the beatlﬁm:g of a bishop. el‘p'h?ls

visit oonmded with US President Bill

Clinton’s Africa tour where Migeria was

ooyl of oo Sonda [0 show US

o

humin righys record. §

The Vatican has certainly am:mpted to

_eonductmowndamage-co
ﬁ mtheaﬂnrmamofkilhngs A?:i:

service of
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Privatisation of public

sector banks takes off

At least one of Egypt’s four mai

lic sector banks ie 1o be privationd wib
in the next three yeurs in advance of sig-
mficanl reforms that will allow (he
prvate sector and individuals greaer ac-

cess 10 the largely closed Mment-
owned bankingnsec'.‘ror gove "

Addressing 2 meeting of the People®
Assembly Economic A%'t’njrs Com:uﬂl‘;:
last Sunday Youssef Boutras-Ghali,
minister of economy. defended the
move and brushed asige criticisros by
parliamentary upponents of a new draft
lavg aimed al regulating the privare sec-
10r's conmbuti?n to the capitals of the
government’s four co i i
D tor bacis. mmercial public

Opponeqts claim that this new wa-
tershed privatisation move could allow
the public seclor banks, along with the
enhire national economy, to fall a prey to
a favoured handful of wealthy business.
men.

The five-article draft law. an amend-
ment of Law 120/1975 regulating the
performance of the Central Bank of
Egypt {CBE). allows the privaie sector
{o own shares, with o specified limit, in
the state-owned public sector banks. In
such a case, the anticles in Law 120/
1975 reguiating the formation of boards
of public sector banks will no longer ap-
ply to the privaiised bank. Xt will rather
be subject e such free market legisla-
tion as the Banking and Credin Law
1163/1975), the joint-siock companies
law {159/1981), and the capital marker
law {nn.9571992),

The new draft law states that the board
of the privatised bank will include no
less than five and no more than 15 mem-

bers. Board members representing the
private sector will be appointed by thke
bank’s general ussembly in proportion
with the private secior’s investment in
the bank. The remaining public sector
board members will be appointed by the
prime minister. -

The ecomomy minister will be em-
powered to appoint public sector repre-
seplatives 1o the bank’s peneral us-
sembly, in proportion with the
governmenl’s contribution to the capital
of the bank.

Boutros-Ghai, in an attempt (o mure
harsh criticism raised during the parlia-
mentary commitiee’s cvening meeting,
emphasised that “the government wiil
oot apply the law o state bunk prival-
isation before the year 2001.” Ghali also
promised that state banks would not be
fuily soid 1o forcigners for the tme be-
ing because of the “unstable- financial
market, especially in Southcast Asia™
He explained thay “gradualisp™ is the
hallmark of the govemment in imple-
menting its economic policies.

“Once a decision for privatising a
ceriain public secior bank isx finally
taken, a stage of almost one year will
have to pass for valuating the assets of
this bank. Another stage of six months
will also have to pass for deciding on
the way this bank will be privatised.
Later, the sale of the bank will be con-
fined 10 Egypiians only. If this proved
successful, the door could be later
opened to foreignets,” Boutros-Ghali
explained.

To strengthen his ment. Boutros-
Ghali noted that alt:li:guugh the govem-
ment formally lammched the privatisation

278 Abram
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programnne in 1990, it tuoh six years of
cautious study 10 start serivusly imple-
mepting the programme. “During this
period. the government sold a mere three
companies. This means tha the privat-
isalion progranme is implememed in
light of the size of the market and e ef-
ficiency of supervisons agencies,” be
said.

Accarding w Bowras-Ghali. Eovpe is
still one of the few countries in which
public sector banks slill uren’t privai-
ised. This. he added, is explained n the
outside world as proof bat the nattonal
econoniy is not ctficienl or malsre be-
cause it sitll has ro be dominated by the
stale.

~The parlizment’s approval of the new
bill will, therefore. be a4 messase 1 the
outside world that the Egyplian ecun-
omy has reached u poimi of 1otal ef-
ficiency and that Egypt hay completed
creating the finanvial supervisory tools
necessary [0 allow ihe privaisation of js
giam public sector banks withoot fears,”
Boutros-Ghali said.

The new bill, he said. means “miming
a new page in the histony of the Egvp-
tian economy... The seven-year-old pri-
vatisation achicvemenis in Eovpt arc
oow crowned by this new bill. The bill
maysks u total depanture from 35-vear-old
policies during which Eovpt's  gian
banks have been dominsied by the
slate.™

He concluded that the bifl is pant of
puckage of reforms. which the govern-
ment regards as vilal o achicving 7-§
per cent economic growth by 2001, He
indicated a new bill aimed at privatising
the insurance seclor was already sub-

mined 10 the People’s Aswmbly ior dis-
cussion.

Joinine forces v the Ecunomy Afin-
ister. CBE's mnernor Isinail Husszn ex-
plainzd tha the new hanking bill does
nu mean that alt the jour ziant banks
will be subjeci 10 privatisation, A« tar
ds | knerw, the raine of the hank which
wouid be privatised and oy meny of it
shares would be sald off v.if be decided
through juinl coinuianan stk e Peo-
ple’s Asscmbly . Tnis i~ soetbing left
i you. as MPs 6 decnic aoh the gov-
emment.” said Hussan

Muhmoud  Atdei-Aziz. chainman of
the Nodonal Bank of Egypt $NBEL
argued thay n > an loncar acceplhle w
discriminaic hetween peblic 2nd private
sectors in kerms of gueraptees amd priv-
ileges. "Maones should re depositad in
effivicnt banks. be thes pi-aie or pub-
fic. said Abdel-aziz. In this conteti
Abdel-Aziz eapluned ihar the public
sector bunks Low perianm 2 por cem of
the banking husne.s in Egvpt. down
from RO per cent seven tears ago. This
bill, b said. "should bz o plez 10 the
Peopic's Assembin that punlic so01ar
banks face 2 dire reed o ruise thelr cop-
ital. und the onl: ~un W do this is pri-
valsation ©

He also argoed thoy oric alisation i
A necessiny ul for Efipiian banics
o face the wars of ifharsisation of
finapcial services in the next cen-
ory.

The nzw bill. howeer. faced suong
resistance from a varienn of P, in-
cluding bankers. The Commutes’s dep-
uly chaiman Abdel-Ranmezn Baruka,
manager of a pont-siech bunk. described

the bill ax dangeraus envugh to cause o
shock 10 the nationsl economy. ~Be-
cause this bill deuds with the ghant public
banks. which form the cenirzl nerve of
the national economy. i could open the
door fur a number of imiemational -
nancial Institutions w0 dominate these
bunks and sleer them away from sthe re-
quirements of the nmitivual economy.”
said Baraka.

Along the same lines. MP Ahmed Shi-
ha. a Cairene husinessmian, argoed that
most national prajects s Exvpt are nov
dominated bv a favoured handliul of
businessmen. “This happened 1o Korea
and Indonesiz and shey plundered bunks.
in these countnes Why  the  hell
wouldn’t the samw thing huppen in
Ezvpl through pnvatising public secior
banks.” Shiba asked.

He ulvo quoted Mahathir Mohamed.
Malaysia™s prime minister. s waming
against the infilirion f foreign capital
into domestic cconomics through the
premature liberalisation of Mnancial ser-
vices. Mostafu El-Said. a former econ-
omy Aiinister. alse wamned that privat-
jsauon of gitant pehlic banks in Egvpt
could result in pew hunk boards, with
their ioterests {ocused on truferring
the profits of these hanks (o outside mar-
keis at the eaxpense of domestic develup-
ment pluns. El-Said called for imposing
a cziling of foreign vswnership at 49 per
cen for laree banks.

But lefuisl leader Khaled Mohieddin.
chairman of the oppmsition Tagammu
Party. objected w the hill. gquestioning
the wisdom of privatistng public banks
ar a ime when most of them are owed
huge debis by public sevtor companies.

The People’s Assembly Economic Affairs Commitiee has
approved a historic draft law aimed at opening up the gov-
emment-owned banking sector to private ownership for the
first time in 45 years. Gamal Essam El-Din reports

In a shiement entided “a nmional cu-
tstnphe™  the Tagammu Pany con-
cnded that the new bunking and in-
surance bills come as a result of strong
pressure exveried by the IMF and the
U'S Asency tar International Develop-
ment The Tagammu statement warmned
ihat the pew bills wili lead Egypt's
bunking und insprance assets inlo ibe
hands ol lorcigners. with fsracli and
Jewish capitalists in vontral behind the
ACEML".

In hts response. CBE's Gmvernor Has-
san said thal the Cenral Bank has
tearncd well the hard lessons of nol oniy
the financal mehdown in Seutheast
Asiz. but abse the financial crisis in
Mexiwco, “We have all the supervisory
touls 1o prevent such crises in Egvpil. in-
cluding the righi 10 disband the board of
anv bunh. Boutros-Ghali also shrugged
oft any possibifay that giant public see-
tor banks could fall prey to croups of
cunnuected businessmen. T would hke 10
ciiphasise aguin thut we have already
vompleted nur instiutional and legal fi-
nancial frumeworks and right now. we
are applying the inemationally accepted
Nnancial and banking criterivn of the
Bascl vonference,” be said.

Boutrns-Ghali said the enlirc world
has come 10 accept the fact thu the
private secinr is Lthe best administrator
of ecrnomic resources. ~In the bank-
ing sector. the public sector has
proved o be inelficient and lacks efl-
fective supervision of their financiat
resources. Thus, I nani o ask: is it not
high Lime 1o ley the public sector banks
in Egypt e more efficiently run
through the private seetor?”

Dissecting Egypt’s
catch-up potential

Following substantiz] Ffpancial stabilisation,
Egypt's economy will enjoy a “favourable
emerging markets outlook™ for the rest of 1998,
pretl!]icts a Goldman Sachs report released re-
cently

Although. according o the report, the Egyp-
uan govermment has virtvally no financing
needs. it is likely to issue 8 bhenchmark bond
this year.

. The report, entilled “Egypt: Catch-Up Potential

- Starting to Show.” compares Egypt with seven
other spnilarly rated economies in Africa, Asia
and Lain America. These include Argentina,
Meiico, Mortocco, Panuma, the Phibppines,
South Africa and Tunisia.

Egypt comently holds a Bal/BBB long-tern
rating based on its strong fiscal credentals —
which puts it on the same footing with these
economies. .

Moody’s, 2 leading credit rating agency, had
upgraded Egvpt’'s sovereign rating one noich to
Bal in November 1997, based cn the significant
improvement in its balance sheet. amained
through a tight fiscal stance. accelerating growth
and external equilibritm

Fiscal stock and flow problems bave been ad-
dressed through external debt relief and large
expenditure cuis. These measures bave facilitat-
ed the mainienance of a fixed nominal ex-
change rate. through a reduction in inflation,
and an improvement of the couniry’s external
positiopn.

As of 1997, 90 per cent of Egypt's total ex-
ternal debt was medium and lopg-term, with 80.4
per cent of the 1013l owed to official creditors.

“Few doubis remain concerning the sustain-
ability of Egypt’s external debt position,” says
the ‘Goldman Sachs report. **In fact. the present
vale of external debt is below face value. given
concessional low interest rates on rescheduled
Paris Club debr. This is reflected in the countxy’s
relatively low external debt ratio.” .

Among the eight “eraerging” economies, Egypt
is the least indebted. Its primary fiscal surplus

distingvishes it among the similarly rated sove-
reigns, and there is the promise that its public
deby ratio will improve, converging towards the
group’s mean in the medivm term.

Although its gross public debt is by far the
hizhest, Egypt’s relative net public debt position
is more favourable. because of its large stock of
pension saviags and sterilisation instrumtents.
conducted through the issuance of government
debt by the Ministry of Finance, the proceeds of
which are deposiled with the Central Bank of

‘Egyp '

The report predicts *‘a moderate reversal in
Egypt’s recent macro-economic progress, in

133;; perhaps extending into the first haif of
1009

However, the report wams that the economy
will be “‘relatively hard bit"" as a result of the
Asian crisis. This is because 60 per cemi of
Egypt's exports are commodities. primarily oii
and patural gas. which have suffered large price
declines in recent months because of increases in
supply coupled with an anticipaied drop in Asian
demand.

The rest of Egypt’s exporis are intensive. low
value added products which will foce siiff third-
market competition from the ASEAN countries
which achieved dramatic improvements in their
labour-cost competitiveness.

The report also predicts that the recovery of the
tourist industry after November's terrorist anack
in Luxor would be gradual. It assesses the drop in
tourist arrivals as having been 20-30 per cent of
levels observed in the comparable period a year
ago and predicts thay “a return in confidence may
take time given the abscnce of further in-
cidences.”

The expected Egypiian real GDP growth would
have been around 5.5 per cent in [998. the repon
says, bot taking int account the "‘pegafive
growth surprise’’ ensuing from the Asian crisis
and the Lixor incident. real GDP growth in 1998
will be around 4.0 per cent.

Since the economy's main sources of non-ax

fiscnl revenues are oil ea-
poris and the Suez Canal, the
Goldman Sachs report waras
that budger revenues may be
affected more than anticipat-
ed.

The govemnment mighe re-
spond by resorting to morc
aggressive expendinye cus,
and reducing subsidies and
infrastructure  developmeni
costs, rather than allow more
fiscal deteriomation.

On the other hand, the
course of monetary policy will unliksly be aliered
by the slowdown in GDP growih and de-
teriorating terms of wrade. which the Central Bank
of Ezypt might view as “opc-time shocks ruthuer
than permunent adverse changes.”™

It will. therefore, continue to pursue an un-
changed nominal exchange rae 1arger.

The report 15, however. critical of whart it con-
siders 10 be inadequate siructural adjustment —
namely, privatisatton and financial seclor and
frade liberaliszton, This aspect of Egypt's ec-
onomic reform ““has not been as specracudar as
its fiscal achievements, it savs.

Further ratings by [inancial agencies will he
contingsnt upon the degree and speed with which
the gaveriument will further open up the cconomy

Despite the privat<ation programmme which bus
resulied in the seli-off of govemment stukes in
dozens of enterprises. the state continues 10 Jom-
inate most of the banking system. And although
tariff and non-tariff barriers are being gradually
reduced, they remain high by intemational sian-
dards. the report adds.

Egypls comparative macro-economic weak-
vess also lies w its small and undiversified ex-
poris base, which is indicated by a large mer-
chandise defivit, as well as inadeguately low
domestic savings and investment rates.

To catch up with middle-income cmerging
economies, Egypt will have to “"deepen the siruc-
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A recent report by the US investment banking firm, Goldman Sachs,
gives kudus ito Egypt's economy, but adds that it needs more
liberalisation to catch up with other middle-income emerging markets.
Aziza Sami reviews the report

=g, stage an wpexpectedly

%l song  performance.”
the report adds. This is
?  because the Egyplian
" government **not
8 pressed for revenue, has
& historically  favoured
: © selling m higher valua-
n

¥ |

tions, rather than selling

turai 2spects of its reform programime in the com-
ing »cars. in particular, continued liberalisation of
the financial secior, further privatisation. and a
less penasive, more transparent regulmory  en-
vironment”™ the report says. “All are pre-
vondiiions i0 achicve an increuse in savings o
suppt investment rates high encugh to facilitate
destrable rates of output growth.™

Future upyrades are likely 1o be contngent on
the implementation of tax and administrative re-
form. sreater exlemal openness and the develop-
ment of non-raditional exports.

Avconding to the report. the government’s posi-
don on the speed with which it will aceelersie pni-
valisation is nol clear.

~The ¢xpecied moderate deteriora-

i o L ;
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quickly.”

Although the repon
advocates speedy liber-
alisation, it sl ex-
presses  awarepess  of
the other son-finuncidd aspects of development
saving that Egypt’s rating prospects will be in-
flucneed by ils ~ability 1o maintain political sta-
bil:ity and make further progress in a strategy of
econamic. sovial and pulitical inclusion.™ It adds
that “Lower per-capita income and an element of
gcopalitical risk are constrainis on the sovereign
rating which government policy should be fo-
cussed on addressing in order 1o prevent them
from becoming hinding limits on the couniry's
development.”

The repon doe< not mention that it is becavse of
these considerations that the Egyption govern-
ment has opted for a gradual transformation to a
market economy.

sdurce: Goldman Sachs

tuon n the country’s fiscal and ex-

terntal fundarmentals may encoarage
the govermnment 1o implement pre-
viously delayed structural reforms.™
the report savs. Tt plans to sell off 50
puhlic sctor enterprises. as well as
one of the four public sector banks
and one insurance company, but
lhese transactions remain less likely.
aiven the lack of specific plans.”

"W ¢ expect the privatisation pro-
cess 10 be carried owl al o Jower
apeed than orginally intended, un-
less =merging markets asser prices
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Market slump deepens

THE MARKET continued ils four-week long decline with al-

maost all its sectors recording setbucks. The index lost 6.3

points to close at 3%1.86 during the week ending 14 May.
Medinat Nasr for Housing and Urbanisation Company. the

stock exchange in mid-19%. has acqu
Nasr for Civil Works (NCW 1. which was offered o weeks

The NCW shares™ offering was poorly received — which

price of LE35 was evaggerated. Medinat Nasr bought more
than 2 million shares of NCW at LE33 for 2 share.

coming perid. Eryptian Contracting Company (Mokhtar Ih-
rahim) plans to offer 20 per cent of 1ts equity ar an estimated
price of LE132 million. The company will be the sixth con-
tracting company (o be privatisea. following NCW.

The offering of United Arab Shipping and Sievedoring
{UASS) is being crippled. Existing individval sharcholders

have offered their shares at a price lower than the price ar
which the motber company 1Toxiad the shares.

The company last weel sola 395261 shares to fis em-
plovess a1 LE31 a shure. However. most of the buving onders
submitted by other investurs hovired around LE29.

Saudi Prince Al-Walced Bin Talax] has expressed interest

pany. Two wecks ago he acquired o substantial slice of the
offering floaled by Internationat Electropics, Lasi week his

million worth capital increase of the privately owned Alex-
andria Real Eslate Iovestments, an affiliate of the Talaat
Mosiafa real estatc =roup.

Commercial International Bank is will leading the plunge
in the banking secior with another losing week as it closed at
LE51.4 remistering a loss of LE].98 through the week. How-
ever. the wransictions on the bank®s shares represented 16 per

o be fully privaised through the
ired 51 per cent of El-

expens to the fact that the offering

mpany is to be offered during the

shipping company to be privatised.

in another Egyptian privaie com-

nterest in buving the emiire LES2

TRLISICTOmnS.

Ghada Ragab

Suez Canal Insurance
31 Mohamed Kame} Morsi St.,

The Company wishes to announce
fo stockholders that
facilitate the trading process of the
company’s shares on the stock
exchange and to keep up with the
latest developments in the securities
market:

The Company has registered its

shares in the central depository

system of Misr for Clearing and
Settlement Company.

The system will begin operating on

As from the above date,
transaction on
shares will be through a statement
issued by the above company for
each shareholder to prove share
ownership.

Accordingly, the shareholders are
Kindly requested to deposit their
shares in the central depository
system through an authorised book
keeper. : '

El-Mohandessin — Giza

in order to

12 May 1998.

any

the Company's
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Samson kicked about
Is the “new world order” cracking at the seams? It has re-
ceived a bad beating, even from its friends.
At two locations thousands of miles apart, the United

States was defied openly last week by India and Israel. Are
these the rules of the game of world hegemony? The New
Delhi government conducted five underground nuclear tests
over a few days after a 24-year moratorium. The tests them-
sclves took minutes, but the jolt they gave intemnational ge-
opolitics (not to mention the environmeant) was enormous.

India clearly was undanmted by the supposedly om-
nipotent US detercent, which boasts more than 7,000 ou-
clear warheads. India simply said it wanted to establish it-
self as a nuclear power to withstand any pressures from
China or Pakistan, which also has a nuclear capability.

New Dethi thumbed its nose at the US attempt to limit the
proliferation of nuclear weapons for everybody except, of

course, Israel, to whose nuclear arsenal Washington has al-

waystumcdablmdeye

As India humiliated Uncle Sam in the deserr, the United

States was getting 2 different kind of drubbing from Ne-
tanyahu. He arrogantly rejected a US plan for a 13 per cent
Israeli withdrawal from Palestinian West Bank territory and
spurned a US proposzl for summit talks with the Pal-
estinians in Washington. Then he embarked on a US tour of
hzsmmwhzchheoondesccndmg!yﬁmdmtwomeet
ings with Madeleine Albright.

As expected, no progress was made and the mood in US
official circles was described as opne of “gloom and ex-
asperation”. During this tour, Netanyahu continned to rub
Clinton’s nose in the dust, defying US pressure at every
wum and holding well-publicised meetings in ‘Washington
and New York with pro-israel American Jewish groups and
congressional backers.

Washingtor has imposed sanctions on India. bur there is
oo indication so far of what, if anything, it intends to do to
bring Israel in line. Perhaps it is time to ask ourselves if US
hegemony is as hegemonic as we thought.

Fighting for accep

tance

James Zogby reviews Arab American efforts to enter mainstream US politics and overcome adversity

Jost 30 years ago, there was no Arab American
commpemity 1o speak of in the US. There were
no narional Arab American organisations and
no ppified commumity consciousness. There
were some ofgapisations, but they were mainly
Lebanese social groupings or village and fami-
ly-based associations. Individuals of Arab de-

scent could and did become mvolved in US

politics — but as individuals, withoat an ethnic
(andcemmlyuotan“ﬁmb'):denuﬁcamn.
‘When American organisations -did
c:umemoemstence,th experienced two dif-
ficuldes. Becanse l:hey largely based them-
selves on Arab issues, they did oot atvract the
overwhelming majority of Americans of Arab
descent. Addmionally, they did not direct their
attention to the major arena of American pol-
itics ~ elecroral activity. Nevertheless, these
groups were vigorously attacked by the much
larger 204 more Americap Jewish or-
ganisations, which saw Arab Americags a5 4
potential threat Because these Arab American
groups were on the margins of US politics,
they were vulnerable to these attacks.
During the past 20 years, there has been a
evolution of Arab American organising
efforts, from the of US politics into
the mainstream. But it was not an easy task.
When, in this early period, Arab Amezican or-

ganigations attempted to join broader US co-

alitions on fereign policy or civil rights con-
cemns, they were often excloded becapse of

Ammnjemshmm

During the 1970s, major Jewish groups pub-
lished reports and issued warnings to the me-
dia and politicians on each and every Arsb
Ammcnnorganmonandlﬂdﬂ. We were
described as “temorist " and/or anti-
Semites. Because some of these politicians
and even some in the media took those waamn-
ings seriously, we found oar path to full in-
closion i

The Jewish lobby even denied the existence
of an Arab American copxmumity as soch, and
dismissed it as a fiction creared simply to
wage an anti-Israel campaign.

While some progress was made during this
petiod, grave difficulties remained Be-
ginning, however, in 1984, with Arab Amer-
mmwlmmwthelmela&sonfm
pmmdeutcampa:gn Reagan’s presidential
campm , things began to change.

by f;mcan Institate (AAI) was
foundedml984byAnbAma1mDemo—
into

mmnsmUSpohms. A.tﬁzst.pnssu:ewas
applied 0 candidates to reject onr support and

to exclude us from political campaigns. As we
sought to enter the mainstream, we were per-
cefved as even more threatening and the pres-
sure to exclude us intensified. But as Jesse
Jacksonremmdedusutheume,“meb:ggest

you pose is not the threat-to quit and

walkaway.bmthednwmmymmdand .

And fight we did.

1986, AAIL a bookler called
“The Politics of Exclusion™. In this.study we
detajled how the campaigns of seveml pol-
iticians discriminated against Arab Americans:
by rejecting our contributions, refosing oor en-
dorsements or attacking their opponents be-

cause we were in or contributing
to their . This booklet received sig-
mﬁmtpresseovmge. In the years that fol-

pubhclyandmcmvedp:essmvaagemdpub—

Ing 1988 presidential campaign, we made
a real impact in both parties. We elected a
rmdumberofdeleg;memnmonaland

On the Democratic

and supporters o
Palestinian stamd:ogtaiss in 10 state conventions,
and we had the Grst ever debate on Palestinian

rights at the National Democratic Convention

in Adanta

Afnr:r initially eaperiencing some d:l’ﬁculgy
breaking into the Clinton campaign o 1992
Arab Americans fought back and gained ac-
cess.
In many ways, the Clinton Whise House has
been ive of Amb American in-
volvement. We have been involved in polit-

‘jcal issnes and legislative initiatives, like the

hudgetpmposalandhalthcare:efom
'Iherearesullhugechnllcnsﬁsfact;n:r;f
The negative Stereotypes our -
ed 1o discredit the Arab cause bave now be-
come public policy. FBI harassment, airport
profiling and other forms of discrimination
maust be addressed in addition to the on-going
struggle for a balanced Middle East policy.
But the path to overcoming all these problems
uthesamcpathwehavebeenfnl]omngfor
the past two decades. Voting and participa-
ton m politics are the most important issues
for us night now. because no other issbes will
be addressed untl we are stronger as an
American voting constimency. There is no
short cut. [ustheonlymyforusmsucceed.

The writer is president of the Washington-
based Arab American Instirute.

Al-Ahram Weekly

Chaimnan of the Board....ccecceeceeeneeene.lbrahim Nafie
Editor-in-Chief Hosny Guindy
Managing Editor. Hani Shukrallah
Assistant Editor. Wadie Kirolos
Asgistant Editor. Mona Anis
Layout Editor. Samir Sobhi

Genetal Manager for Advertising......... Hassan Hamdi

Al-Ahram Offices
Main office
AL-AHRAM, AlGalas St Caira.
Telephones: 5786100/5786 2057863005 786400/5786500, Direct; S785064
Telex: 2018593346 Fax:-5786089 /5785835
E-mail: weekly@ahram.org eg

Overseas offices

USA

Washington DC: Atef El-Ghamri, Al-Ahram Office, Suite 1258, 520 Na-
Lional Press Bldg, Washington DC 20043; Tel: (20m-737-202121 20

New, York: Atel EL-Ghamsi, Al-Ahram Office, 39th Pl Chrysler Bldg
15 Lexington Ave, New York, NY 10174-0300; Tel: (212972 s4a05 Ta
ex: 4079428 ITT L1 Fax: 1212) 286 0285,

Los Angeles: Soraya Aboul Seond; 600 5. C‘ursonAve..m.LA.CA
90036, USA: Tel: ¢3131857-0941; Fax: \2I31-857-1084.

Russia

Moscow: Ahdel-Malek Khalil. Ahram Office, Kuwzovski Pro Dom 74
Kv, 50, Moscow: Tel: 243 2014/ 243 1424; Fax: 230 2879

Canada

Montreal: Musiafa Samy Sadek, Al-Ahram Office, 300 Rene-Levesque
Bivd, West Suite 2440, Montreal H3B [X9, Quebec; Tel: (513)876 7825
Fax: (5141 876 920 2 15141876 7825,

United Kingdom

Loodon: Amr Ahdel-Samie. Al-Ahram Office, 203 - 209 Narth Gower
Street London NW1 2NJ

Tel: 0171 388 1155, Fax: 0171 388 3130

France
Paris: Sheri{ El-Shoubashy. Bureau Al-Ahram 36, Ruc Marbeuf, 735008
Paris; Tel: 111937 72500; Al-Ahram F.: Pax: {1) 428-93963.

Germany

Frankfurt: Mohamed Eissa El-Sharkawi, Al-Ahram Bureau Friedrichstr.
15, 60323 Frankfurt, Tel: {06v: 97H80 (069) 97M381 Fax: 1069) 729571,

Austria

Vienna: Muwala Ahdalla, 2331 Vosendor! Orts Str. 253; Tel: s02068!
endnis; Telea: 132726 GIGH Az Telefax: 694805,

Greece

Atheas: Abdel-AsAm Darwish, o9 Solonos St., Third flvor, Kalozaki 106-
T, Athens, Greege. Tel. and Fax 3634503,

Italy

Rome: Mustata Atwdalish [5.A.B. 2000] 00191 ROMA-V. Guidn Bant, 34,
Tel: 3332250 Fax: 1332293

Japan

Tokyo: Mohamed El-Dessouht, Duke Avyama 4-1} Higashi < - Chome Shi-
huya - Ku, Roum 402, Tohy: Tel; (034 340 63943, Fax; (03) M40 6625

Sonth Africa
2 Mohamed Sabreen, Qvlord Manor, 196 Onford road-
thl:md 216, Juhannesburg. Teland Fax: (0F [ M377425,
Brazil
Rio de Janeiro: Ahmed Shedid, Cx. Postal 2395, CEP. 2ol.

Annual Subscription Rates

Egypt LE39.00
Arzth Countries. $60.00
Other Couniries $5150.00

Senad your subscription order to:
Al-Ahram Subscriptions Department,
Al-Galaa Sr. Cairo, Egypt.

Subscription payments can be made directly in cash or by
chegue to the saome address.

Name
Mailing Address
Newsstand Rates Overseas
40 |5 S —— ) LY

o Y Misita 5% Crms.

Bakrain 7 — T

: S e 5

[y, W ] ] Saudi Arebh 4.0 Rizls

Deunriark 12 Rrone

France BFF S e

[t || 1.} ] L)

Greee, Dro pamyns

Holiand FI2.50 Tork TL WG

[0 ——— ] . | 17V - e

haby. 112000 Unlted 75 Pence
56 Conty Unlged 15

T —— ] Wesl Ciay

Kowsit A00 Filks Yemen 10 Riyals

Advertising
Direct :(202) 3391071
Fax: {302) 5786023 -5786126
Telex: 92002-95345
Marketing
Direct: (202} 5786078
Fax: (202) 5786833-5786089 E-mail: weekly@ahram.org.eg

Did Marxism distort Marx’s thinking?
"Just back from the Paris meeting held to mark the 150th anniversary of the Com-
munist Manifesto, Mohamed Sid-Ahmed describes some of its highlights

According to the advance kteratsre
sent to participants, the programme: of
the Paris meeting commemorating the
Moniesto e boen dessgaen o
fesio o

vour the maximum of discussion”.
True to its word, the meeting provided
a forum for an open debate that helped
cast new light on many of the issues of
our time.

The debate centered on four main
themes, each of which was addressed
in 2 number of workshops. A look at
the titles of the issues raised is suf-
ficient (o gange the seriouspess, depth
and conternporary character of the de-
bate. For example, the first theme,
“Communism, a specter that is haunt-
ing history: the Manifesio in its period
and ours”, dealt with the following is-
sues: d:eMm:_fm. global and his-

meaning and position of
the Manifesto in Max's work; the
post-October 1917 regimes in Eastern
Europe, were they a materialisation of
the teachings of the Manifesto? the
1968 protest demonstrations thirty
years [ater, were they a challenge
agamsttﬁedommantsmteofaﬂ'ms"
ﬂieabohuonofslava'yandtheMm-
ifesto 150'yéas Tater. :

Nor were themmtackledmme
context of the second theme, “the icy
waters of egotistical calculation — the
social reality of the time of the Man-
ifesto to the issues of wday” any less
mterestung: “Bourgeois and pro-
letarians™: 150 years later, what class
relations in the world? From the In-
dustrial Revolation o contemporary
technological transformations: the fo-
ture of the social division of labour;
ovammmgnnﬂnployml.]obsewr-
ity and training for all; the urban issue;
What n? domipation of fi-
nmeeaplmlo}nd ‘economic wars', or
new homan cooperation?
Does the Nation bave a future? social

25 a whole” dealt with the following
issues: is history intelligible? do ec-
onomics allow us to understand the
dynamics of history? domination,

pawer, exploitation: obstacles to a the-
ometical intelligence and to trans-

formation of society in practice; cafl-
ing progress into question; from crit-
icism of the present to aims for the fo-

Finally, the fourth theme, “A world
to win: what actors for what ‘revolu-

tion’ 7" dealt with such momentous is-
sues as: Democracy, a revolutionary
issue? What interpationalism? Can
the State be captumd’ reforms, rev-
olution, processes; the question or
property: ownership, powers, man-
agement; the emancipation of women
‘Communist party” of the Manifesto to
the complexities of present day polit-
Thus the meeting touched on a wide

vanetyofcomplexpmblems,myof

hich represent andacious departures
&omthehneofMamstonhodoxy It
was a forum for a wide spectrum of in-
tellectnals of the Left, from reformists

to social democraty 10 commumists o

Trotskytes to the far left The in-

dividual papers semt in advance of the .

Mngﬁlleduptmrhrgevblnmeﬁ

not onfy in explaining the past but also
in exploring the shape of things to
come.

An important contribution in this
respect came from the Urmuguayan
scholar, Juan Grompone, who sub-
mitted two papers. In the first, he
contends that history has never wit-
nessed sharply polarised societies
composed of only two ‘pure’ class-

es, bot that there were always inter- .

from fendalism to capitalism. the
mmnbeneﬁuanmwe:emsecﬁon
or_anothet of these i

wasmo:ehkely.hereasoned,for
the shift to work to the benefi; of

Do Tte Editor

acms-monof!eﬂm'- : )
; ; -ﬂrlAfmrMarx(Eedgm.mdMnn ;

them:ddleclams.evenlflhey

called themselves else.
In bis second paper, Grompone lik-

ened the long hi of Marxist
thought to-a three-act play, which goes

death of Kad Marx. Unti! then, his -

the absol
for the necassional Lot ol phi
political

the second stage began af-
ter Marx's death, when his name was
used by a variety of trends in the rev-

ition to the policies of .other such
mmqummm
the frame of reference place his think-

ism was coined. After Lenin died,
Ma:xm bemme Manusm
Stalinistn was coined even before
Stalin’s death, and is dis-
appearance soon after betrayed a
basic flaw in the very idea of such a
sequence. For a long time, people
believed that Marx's-contention just
before his death that he was not a
Marxist was but a clever
play on words; it is now clear that
the statement meant much moge

than that.

- The omewmnever
Mumlmﬂmseoflmm,m,
that matter, were Lenin's teachings
identical to those of Stalin. Manbe—

Greetings from Ramallah
Sir- 1 have just gone over the 14-20
May issne of Al-Ahram Weekly. Con-
on an excellent issve, es-
pecially the supplement on 50 years of
Arab-Isracli struggle. The supplement
mtemewm:hHei.kal:svaygood.My
:)aln:rhm!\btgelhnf I Joyedlead-
ynna g
Hani Shukrellah’s piece oo -
ghngovcrland.Brdhan:nseofhube
idioms. Also Yunan Labib Rizk’s piece
onhl ) 11]( Please
archives) was very illuminating,
inform Prof. Rizk that Palestine and
Lebanon were not part of Greater Syria
as be assers (except In the cultaral
sense). Most of Palestine was part of
Wi]aya: Beirut. The southern part was
district called Mu-

You have awogglr;lﬁﬂ team of writ-
ers. Please give my greatest es-
teem. Al-Akram Weekly sells Iike hot
cakes when It arrives in Ramallah. The
m:ssuesd;sappar on the same day of ar-

Salim Tamari
Professor of Soci
Birzeit University
Ramallah, Palestine

. A sporting chance

Sir- Sports have been ignored for years
muursd:ools.?hynaledumonhns
never been treated as an i

Jeuonr.heschoolcnmculmn.ltlsoften
thought of as 2 waste of time. Physical
education instructors often feel they are
second-¢lass teachers, whose role in the
school is by no means essential. The

need for proletarian revolutions.
Stalin atiributed himself to Lenin-

.ism to consolidate his position and fa-

~cilitate the liquidation of other leading

; figoves_in the revolutionsry move-

meat. His objective was therefore re-

ingsome'x.afactwhid:bémmeob-
vious © everyone- after the Mao-
Khrushchev rift eropted in the open.
Marx’s teachings, asmadeclmrby
the Manifesto, were based on the the-
ory of class ., that is, class
agaionst class, not & world bloc of
states against another bloc of states, or
i another.

ideas that inspired it were, but on bow
threatening to the survival of the spe-
cies the arms race it wui was.
This development, which made ont of
Marxism 2 practice ronning counter to
the ings of Marx, justifies Grom-
pone’s bid to take Marxist

mmathndsugetoh'belmlt&omthe

guages thap any other book except the
Bible, practically mnoticed
when it was first published during the .
revolntionary days of February 1848,
in only one langnage, German, and in
only one edition of 0o more than 2000
copies. It was not until 1872, after the
Paris Commume, and the savage re-

pression by France's right-wing Ver-
sailles of what Marx
called the first revolution

‘government, or by a

What you shall

reap
By Naguib Mahfouz

While it is not invoived
in the conflict, the US is
the oply external pary
that can move the peace
process forward, by bold-
ing tenaciously to its
most recent mitiative. On
the lsrachi side, some
concrete change must oc-
cur, either by a change in
the position of the Likud

changeofﬂm govern-
ment itself. The Pal-
sumanscnnbeasef-
fective In energising the
peace process.: any per-

If no'redléntiéavout is
lannched on the ground,
the situation could go up
in flames any mioute
now. Riots and nmmoil
have become the order of
the day, as a direct re-
action t the human
.rights violations of the
Likud government. It is
ouirageous, onjust and
totally inconcervable to
bear the Palestinians be-

everybod

abandon them, bow will
they ever be heard? If
they seek to captore the
world’sauennonmﬂia.

despair
bittemess of everyday
llfe.canweblamel:hem‘?

Based on an interview by
Mohamed Salmawy.

time allotted to physical education in
our schools, imited and insufficient as
it is, is often mkenovu-byotha-sub-
jects.

'l'bepamfulfaaxsthatvu-yhtﬂehas
been offered to our poor children, es-
pecially in printary schools that are sop-

posed 10 be the comerstone in any real .

endeavour to reform our deteriorating
educatfon Due to the increase in
the mumber of smdens every year, the
space apd time provided for play and
sports in our schools have becoms so
o}_lmmdﬂg]dﬂdrenanoﬂmdepnved
any Opportnity to en in
physical activities. sage
However, many people forcefully ad-
vouzedlemnonthmmys:mleduc_m

thar Israel's is the only side to this trag-
ic story of state-building. Every nation-
Mspawnedmfmrdmeofwolm

— O

copier’s vemsion of bistory is no
solntion.
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Lessons
from
Indonesia

The representatives of the
fificcn nations who et
in Calro last week
watched on  television,
and probably heard from
Presidemt Suhario  him-
sell, e details of the
events that fed o the so-
cial and economic crisig
in Indonesia. Suharto wag
forced to cot shont his vis-
it to Egypt and fly home
immediately o address
the explosive sitnation,
The turmoil in Indonesia
is an aftershock of the ec-
onomic and financia? col-
lapse that has hit Asia so
hard.

The bloodshed in In-
dopesia. the buming and
looting of shops and the
vickence that claimed
scores of lives: these
were the results of both
external factors, related
o the collapse of the
stock markets in Asia,
and domesic policies,
Mistakes comminted by
the regime cannot be dis-
missed as irrelevant. ‘The
Malaysian prime min-
ister’s cry of conspiracy
theory is no1 safficiently
substantiated.

In fact. the opposite
seemns to be true. Pres-
ident Suharto replaced
President Sukarno in the
afiermath of domestic mur-
moil and bloody mas-
sacres Slaged agamst the
Chinese minority some
32 years ago. Brought o
power by the army, he
was widely praised by the
West for restoring stabil-
ity and promoting ec-
onomic development in
Indonesia. The “miracle™
lasted for three decades.
This support did not
wane immediately: the
International Monetary
Fund even came to his
rescue in the most recent
crisis in a bid to save his

regime.
The fandamentsl prob-
lem, and the major stam-

biing block for the en- _
deavours of  most

developing countrics, re- -

mzins how to achieve the
delicate balance between
cconomic  developiment
and political reform. The
regime in Indomesia re-
mained in the iron gxip of
the president. who in fum
derives his sopport from
the military, The regime
made no allowance for
the developmem of polit-
ical life in Indonesia: it
faited to enc?mage :he
emergence of a muld-
party system and the free
exercise of democracy as
a means of acceding to
power. Subarto allowed
only the emergence of an
elite made up of his sons
and their cronies in high
officialdom aad big busi-
ness. They formed power
centres and took control
of major projects, in-
vestments, banks and
companjes. One of the
IMF’s conditions was the
dismantling of these pow-
er centres and the purging
of corruption and nep-
otism.

Once Indonesia had
been helped out of is fi-
nancial crisis by the IMF,
Suharto braced himself to

ect the interests of hls
family, thus guarantecing
the Joss of whatever pop-
ujar support and pational
backing remained. He
sought to force new bur-
dens on his people two
remedy the devastating
economic  crisis.  The
hitches in the price of
fuel and cenain basic
commoditics
an owbarst of fury
against the president and
has family.

These accumulaled er-
rors, compounded by cor-
fuption, mismanagement
and dictatorial govern-
ment, led to a siae of
chaos which the presideat
had little time 1o address.
On his return to Jakara,
Suharto endeavoured 10
restore law and order 10
the capital, and to clamp
down op riots and Vi-
olence against the Chi-
nese minority, by mr::_!}%
to the anmy @ an
echo of the incidents
which heralded the down-
fall of his predecessor.

How far cap measucs

Has the time come for
genuine’ polilic&] reform
in Indonesia? Or will the
army he called in once
ugain vo restore order to
1be streets of Jakarta?
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emn in origin,

Soapbor

In the balance
Liati} the mid-"70%, four major ideological and political
trends were still competing over the mapping of the Arab
world's foture. Of the<e, rwo were “fundamentslist™.
namely the [siamist and the pan-Arab pationalist rends.
The othier two, the liberal and Marxisi wends. were West-

During the “60s. pan-Arabism integrated the conceps of
class within its discourse. formulating its stralegy in
terms of creating a vnified socialist Arab state, led by die
Arab working classes. The Marxists were happy 1o rec-
oncile their internationalist  perspective with pan-
Arabism. There were Islamists who tried 1o reconcile lib-
eral democracy with Islamic shura. while the Tiberals
adupied the notion of a “social role™ lnr private prmperty.

The Jene 1967 defeat. the muovement toward peace
with Israel. the collapse of the Soviet Uinion and the sec-
ond Gulf War all undermned the pan-Arab and Marxist
trends.  Imeraction ground te a hai  The Islamisis
stopped Urying 0 modemise. the liberals med their
back op the social role of private property. The Arab na-
tion became an arena of sruggle beiween
savage liberalism, concemed snlely with
the purswit of profit. und inflexible Is-
lamist fundamentalism.

This will be the stats guo in the Arab
world unti! the pan-Arab nzrionalists and
Marxists are able 1 renew their ideas and
regain their populuritn. Onoly then will
there be a balancing furce. which. by pre-
senting a sufficicntly powertul challenge
to the two uther trends. and throush inter-
action and free competiticn. will oblige
them w move toward moderation.

tiar left.

This week’s Soaphox speaker is u col-
umnist and a leading figure of the Egyvp-

Behind the mirage

The US has been tumning the other cheek with alarming regularity as Netanyahu's
insults grow increasingly virulent. Hassan Nafaa wonders where it will all end

Recent shifts in US-Israeli relations have
reached the poini of absurdity. The US is
now fully aware that the peace process is
on the verge of collapse as a resolt of Is-
raef’s intransigence, which ‘compromises
US iterests and mndermines its jpter-
national prestige.

A few monibs ago, the Israeli cabinet de-
cided thar the mext stage of withdrawal
from the Occupied Territories would be
the last, that under no condition would Is-
rael pull out from more than nine per cent
of the West Bapk, and that the process
could only start when Israel’s “long list™
of security demands were roet in full by
the Palestinian Authority. For its part, the
Authority contended thar Oslo and alt sub-
sequent agreements commit Isracl to-with-
drawal:from the entire West Baak. with
the exception of the settiements and East
Jerusalern Withdrawal was to have been
implemented i at least three stages, re-
gardless of the percentage of Jand retumed
doring each stage. The process was to
have been completed before final status
talks began. To bridge the pap between
both positions. the US proposed, inter alia,
a i3 per cent Israeli withdrawal from oc-
copied land in the West Bank, to be fol-
fowed iommnediately by final stats takks.

Netanyahu, however, was nv.cl’: aboul to
accept American proposal that was not
aca:b::ycopy of the Istaeli position. He
therefore requested that the US administra-
tion refrain from officially declaring a US
initiative before securing the agreement of
the Israeli government. The request was a
bid to avoid bringing differences out into
the open. Israel intended to put paid 1o the
US proposal, rendering it ineffective and
thos ensuring that it would be tailored io
fit Israeli perspectives. Time would also be
gained in the hope of obtaining fresh US
gnarantees, and to ensnre that po in-
dependept American manoeuvres lake
place during the final status tafks.

Netanyashv igterpreis any withdmwal
from cccupied Iand as a security problem
for Israel, rather than an honeuring of Is-
rael’s commitments to its agreemenis. In
Iine with this logic, Israel alone is capable
of determining its security needs, and the
area of land from which its “defence fore-
es” can withdraw. Netanyahu, however, is
also convinced that there can be no con-
flict between US and Israeli interests. The

Isracli prime minister concludes that the
US must adjust itself to Israeli policy con-
siderations. Therefore, he is inlent on per-
suading the US 1o agree with Israel. So
what does the president of the only super-
power left do?

Even before the Western media pub-
licised the US initative, the US president
was addressing the Israeli positdon with
marked caution. and possibly some fear.
This is despite the fact that Clinton clearly
finds the lsraeli prime minister repulsive,
and understands that Netanyahu's ma-
pocovres are designed to embarrass him
and restrict US policy opticns. Clinton al-
lowed European officials to explain 1o Is-
rac] the dangers of its intransigence. But
Netanyahu insulted the British foreign sec-
retary, cancelling the official dinver that
was to be held in Cook™s bonour. The lat-
ter had dared to make a token visit to Jebel
Abu Ghoeim, thus arcusing Netanyahu's
wrath. Clearly, Britain’s record of dedica-
tion to and support of the Zionist cause
and Israel were not enongh 10 make op for
the “mistake™. Instead of expressing anger
or indignatior at this diplomatic and very
peblic insult, the British prime minister
chose to bend before the storm. This en-
abled him to rebmmn to the region a few
weeks later, carrying the US message that
London would host the discussion of the
US initiative. Further, Blair was snccessful
in convincing-both Netanyahu and Arafat
to meet {or separate tatks with US Sec-
retary of State Albright in Lopdon.

When details of the US initiative were
released. Israel vented its anger against the
US administradion. The move was per-
ceived by Tel Aviv 25 a form of indirect
pressure. A the same time, it became clear
w the Americans that they could pot sug-
gest less tham 13 per cent. becanse that
wonld be rejected by the Palestinians,
Once the figure was released by the media,
us ce of a withdrawal from less
land only mean they had succumbed
to Isrzeli pressure. Netanyahu had no
choice. The Isracli prime minister never
formally accepted or rejected the initiative
— for many reasons, including the fact
that the US itself never mustered the cou-
rage to make it official. He has seized eve-
ry opportunity. however, o arrogantly ob-
ject to anyone “dictating terms™ to Isracl,
With the Palestinians out of the debate —

since Arafar had approved his approval of

the US initiative beforchand — the main
players were the US and Isracl.

The tension reached a crescendo during
the London meeung. Secretary Albright
then decided to invite Netanyahy and Ar-
afat to Washington to meet with the pres-
iden. The meeting was perceived as a sig-
nal that finat status talks werc about (o be
launched, provided the partes agreed 10
the US mitiative. Netanyahuv argoed that
be could not respond to the Washingion
invitation before consuliing with the US
envoy 10 the Middie East 1o clarify a few
matters. Again, the US acquiesced. Ne-
tanyahu then refused to go 10 Washingion
unless substantizl changes were mude 1o
the US initimive -— specifically. with re-
gard 1o the percentage of land to be hand-
ed over to the Pafestinians.

Strangely enough, Clinton did not react
But in 2 question-and-answer session with
school children, covered by the media,
Mrs Clinton expressed sympathy for Pal-
estinian demands for a stare of their own
She said that such a swte could be ef-
fective in bringing suability 10 the region.
and catering (o the securicy needs of its
peoples — particularly the Israelis. Ne-
tanyahu then declared war on Clinion.
challenging him openly on his own worf.
The US congress was mobiliscd w un-
precedented extremes. The president was
accused of hias 1owards the Palestinian
Authority. and of comproemising on Isracli
security. A majority in congress urged
Clinton 10 refrain from imposiog solutions
wnacceptable to Istael. At the same time.
the US media mounted a fierce campaign
againsi the president. It was as if he had
commirted an act of high weason.

Neranyahu did go to Washington — to
meel with Jewish organisations and cel-
ebraje the 50th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of Israel. Chinton reacied by
changing Secretary Albright's schedule.
requesting her o stay behind instead of ac-
companying him to the G-8 meeting tn
Europe. This climax of absurdity ciearly
fllustrated the reality of power relutions
between the US and Israel. The stage is set
as follows: the Israchi prime minister ar-
rives on a private visit to Jewish Amer-
icans, and the secretary of stale of his host
couniry implores him to find some time 10
meet her. At first he refuses, then accepis.

onfy to reject the US inftiative once again.
Secretary Albright again alters her pro-
gramme in order to be granted another
meeting. Her demands. however, are re-
jected. Netanyaho then haughtly cmerges.
makes the rounds of research centres and
Jewish media institutes, and describes his
disagreememt with the US as “family
squabbles ar the dinoer wable”. He will
coprnue with his plans for the West Bank
despite any difference tn opinion with the
United States, since it is no one’s business
1> decide for Israel what iy shovlg do.

It has become clear that Israc) is ex-
ercising pressure on the US. which must
Zive in to its long list of demands. These
demands include the power ta determine
unilaterally how much land will be handed
over to the Palesinians, new US guar-
antees that it will refrin from ever ex-
ercising pressure on Israel during the final
staws tafks, and a declaration by the US
that it opposes the establishment of a Pal-
estinian state. now or in the futare. In facL
Clinton is now expected 1o publicly an-
nounce that he differs in opinion with his
wife regarding the issue of a Palestinian
state. Does Israel. backed by the Zionist
movement. exercise hegemony over the
US. and consequently the world order?

To answer this question, a brief review
of the history of the rclationship hetween
Ziontsm and Israel, on one hand, and (he
forces which dominate the imernational
scenz. on the other, is in order. Regardless
of the rallying effect of its legendary ideol-
ogy. Zionism would not have flourished
had it not been supponed by world pow-
ers. The success of the Zionist movement
Lies i frs ability to Lie its interests 1o those
of the great powers, especially the forces
which huve the greatest leverage in the
Middle East,

The Zionisi movement chose 10 depend
complerely on first the British, then the
US. role in the Middle Easi. The benefits
were mutual. of course. Whenever a con-
flict of interest arose with a superpower.
Zionism was up to the challenge. Such
conflicts. howcver. were only temporary.,

From Suez. the Zionists learned never 1o
place their full trust in others. As a result,
the Zionist movement has always drawm
on ils own resoutrces to pressure decision-
making ceoues. Partcularly after the Svez
crisis. the Uniled Stales became the larget

__zgﬂecdm By Hani Shukrallah ——— The enemy,S the Same

of the Zionist fobby, which sought 1 cun-
vince every US admipistration that whai-
ever serves [srael’s interests serves those
of the United States, The Zionist lobby
had 10 prove to the US that it was its clos-
est dlly. As a result, the US has tolerated
Israel’s departures from good taste —
small maners, such as spying on friendly
countries.

Israel and the Zionist movement have
somelimes been mistaken in their reading
of the international scene, and have occa-
sionally lost out in global power shifts. Is-
racl’s Jong-ierm plans 1o manipplaie the
LS administration from within, however.
seem brilliant. Yet errors may be in store
i the future if it continues to be driven by
arrogance.

US-Isrueli relations aficr 1973 clearly in-
dicate that all US administrations have
be=n able 1o bring limited pressurc on Is-
racl when it comes 1o specific US de-
mands. For its part. Israel has been able o
survive such pressures by rendering them
virwally ineffective. Jt seems. however,
that the hour of ruth has come. Isracli ar-
rogance under Netanyahu's leadecship
seems simply foolish, and this could push
the American public wward a choice: their
interests in the Arab world. or thuse of Is-
racl. The coming weeks or months will
show if Istacl will be able to convince the
American public — nor just the ad-
ministration — that US and Tsraeli inter-
¢csis are one, even if this enzails sacrificing
peace. i Nelanvahu succecds. then he. nat
Clinton. will be the lesder of the new
warld order.

If this should happan. i may sow the
seeds of anti-Zionism — and even anti-
Jewish feeling — within the US. In any
case, much depends on the Arabs” caution
in manuging their relations with the US.
They must be tatally aware of the need 10
leave no vacuum on the US seene for Is-
racl o (ill. Many issucs vital 10 the Arab-
Israeli conBict will be sctled in America
before being settled in the Middle East. Tt
is a long siruggie. but laughing last is al-
ways best. Afier all, there 1s only onc reas-
sun 10 pursite the mirage called the peace
process: 10 show Israel, once and for all, in
its true light.

The writer is a professor of political sci-
ence gt Cuirn Universiry.

The on-going celebrations in the West of “the Jew™
self-realised, in the state of Israel, as Supermon may
be ironic, That they arc not eqoally shocking, or
even surprising, is testraony 10 the structoral limiis
of Western liberalism, and 1o Zionism's deep rools
in the imperial and fascist raditions of modern Eu-
rop’&lq Western leaders' impassioned messiges of
congratulation io the “exceptional people of Israel™
on the 50th anniversary of the 20 per cent-
Palestinian/Arab-“Jewish staie” bad an almost ca-
thartic feel — as if, and this the greatesi rony of
them all, the gnili of the Holocanst provides just the
right cover for the free expression of the most vul-
forms of Western racism. ymesx?i;ongj it seems as
today's Arabs are cast as y*s Jews, and to-
day‘i:f Jews are cast as yesterday's blue-cyed Ar-
yans, can the inhibitions of lale 20th century liberal
civilisation be done away with, and the true West-
em “self” — baptised m the blood of “Indians™
from the new and old worlds -— be given free ex-
pression. Not the allegedly all-powerful Jewish lob-
bies, nor even the admittedly inimitsble Services
that Israel has provided for the inlerests of Western
impﬁ'ialhegcmonyinthemddleliastd_urmgns
50-year-Jong history can explain the genminely ec-
static tones in the voices, cracked with emotion, of
Westem “celebritics™ speaking of the “miracle” that
iz Jstacl Rejease the collective Ybido of the imperi-
al West, it seems, and you gel, not a pre-civilisation
usavage”, but the crazed settlers of Hebron.

What I find interesting about the “Iscacl at 50" ex-
travaganza, however, is not 21l the hype. bur rather
the haunting of the Palestmims and the
fact of their dispossession. in spite of it. More inter-
wﬁngsﬁllhnsbeentheequaﬂ;rhauntmgsens:o‘fﬁ—
natity, of a circle closing, as 48 came to meet "03.
As historic comcidence would have it, Israel ap-

proached its S0th anniversary at a ticoe when its orig-
inal project was coming close to ils ultimate fulfill-
ment. But since the Jews of Israel are neither super-
men nor demons, the moment of “realisation” — not
of some absrract, inherent and unchanging “Jewish™
namre bt of a specific political strategy expressing
panicular interests — has also been the momenmt of
the crysiallisation of the basic contradictions of the
Zionist colonial project. Zionism conld come into its
own only by layipg bare its fandamental nature: its in-
herent conrradictions, razor sharp for afl 1o see.

And the one contradiction that tops all contradictions
in the Ziomist project is that of Palestinian dis-
possession. The ureconcilable ition berween a
Zionist state and Palesdnian self-deiermigation. in-
deod mere Palestinian existence, is now glaringly ap-
parent, no longer as the resalf of Arsb “rejection” of
Isracl, but as an expression of the Zionist project’s
success, of Isracl's folfillment. The issue of Jewish/
Israeli security which was at the heart of the Oslo pro-
cess from the start is the concrete expression of this ir-
reconcifabie opposition. One merely has (0 look az the
peace process discourse from owtside to realise im-
mediately that, for the dovish Peres. no less than the
hawkish Netanyahu, a free and sovercign Palestinian

le is a threat 10 Jsraeli security, and that an es-
sential condition for the security of the Zionist stare is
the dispoasession and suhjugation of the Palestinians.

There is where it all began, and this is the poim to
which it has retvmed as the 50-year circle comes to a
cloge. A fascinating historical dialectic bas becn at
work. “If I bad 1o say what is the day. the one day.
ihat peace became possible in the Middle Esst be-
tween Israel and its neishbours, I would say that day
was 12 June 1967. Becanse on tha day, Israel pushed
the border from the suburbs of Tel Aviv to the banks
of the Jordan, across a stone wall a thousand memes
high, the mountains of Samaria and Judea, and made

ce possible because it made successful crnquest
umpossible.” Netanyahu said to resounding applause
while in Washingion last week.

June “67 set in motion a process which worked Jor
almost 30 years 1o deny. indecd 10 make disoppear.
the dispossession of the Palestintans in 1948: the
Arab governraents accept Resolution 242, effecdvely
recognising the Zionist state in fis pre-June 67 bor-
ders; in 1971 a series of anicles signed by a “Pal-
estinian lefrist” (Hawammeh) suggesting an “interim™
two-state solution. appear in Af-Hurivva, the organ of
the DFLP. Arafai is known 10 have given his secret
blessing 1© the articles: the transition of the main-
stream  Palestinian movement wwards adopting a
wo-stale solutivn is set in monon; immediately in
the wake of the Oclober War. the majority of Pal-
estinians adopt 2 two-staic solution. leaving out a
nomber of increasingly isolated and largely aimless
“rejectionists”. Kissiager is in town, the “peace pro-
cess” is Jaunched: the Palestinians and Arabs are giv-
en one dramatic lesson afier the other in “realism™
— not least in the invasion of Lebanon in "82, or the
“breuk their bones™ policy in the vccupicd territories,
and by the time we reach Madrid in 1991, there is al-
mosi po Arab state, Palestinian organi~fion. or
prominent Palestinian intellectual or political figure
that does pot adopt a two-state solution.

But the iwo-state formulz was adopled in a ¢enain
way, ip erms of "realism”, of secking what the mi-
litarised Palestinians misnamed “a political soludon™,
and not in terms of justice and fundamemal rights. Tt
was adopted as a strategy nor of siruggle but of nego-
tiations. Jeamt from within the “peace process™. The
basic cffect was to hide the original sin of Isruel's es-
tablishment. fndeed, the Palestinians were thrown to-
tally on the defensive, for it could justifiably be
arsued that “you had the West Bank and Gaza. in-
cluding East Jerusalem. why didn™t you build your

state then?” Palestinian dispossession was made (o
disappear. fundamental Palestinian rights were
transiormed inte a werriforial squabble. Palestinian
political leuders were transformed inlo hare-foot in-
temational Iawyers, appeaiing o this, that or the
vther commiument under this, that or the other “spir-
it” or “ext™ of muktitudes of intemational resolu-
tions, arrecments and accords, including accords
designed to implement previous accords. and yet
more accords designed o further implement imple-
menetion accords, The 9-13 per cent farce was an
api finale 1o this process.

But here the always surprising dialectical nature
of historical processcs makes itself feit. The cuol-
raination of the “pricess of pacilication™ of the Ar-
ubs — launched in June "67 and specifically de-
signed 1o force them o acknowledge and legitimise
the dispossession of "48_ in return for some (orm of
alleviation nf the dispossession of "b7 — horled
them straight back tu the dispossession of “48. Ar
the end of the lang und torturous road of the peace
process we are back at the fundamental Zionisr ax-
fom;: A land without a people for a people without
a land™. The Palesunians are nut a people with fun-
darvental rights. but 2 demographic problem 10 be
solved. Their exdstence is antithetical to Jewish
“seli-realisation™ 1o Jewish “sccurity™. 10 the Jew-
ish miracle that makes barren land bloom. And
since the past 50 years have failed 1o make the Pat-
estinians physically disuppear — not for want of ef-
fon — they must be “disposed of ™. subjugaied, be-
sicged, controlied. beaten again and again and again
into submisston.

One stute or fwo. the battle is ow, as it always
has been, aguinst Zionism. The coincidence of an
anniversary. which by its very namure revives mems-
orics of the pas. has merely undestined what his-
torical process has crented un the ground.
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David
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Opera Concer: at the Pyremids; Mal-
vina Major, soprano, Hassan Kami,
;Iegn;g; Brian Law, tenor; 15 May

When the oracle speaks throngh mu-
Sic it is up to vs to listen. During the
last week it has spoken i

at the Cairo Opera House. So, ip all
faimess 10 this much maligned -
stitution, the hits sbould be noted as
well as the misses. The two concerts
reviewed here were hits, full centre

ple who complain about everything it
does, but are seldom there to listen w
Tt oxacle does speak and '
e SOme peo-
ple do listen. For example, a small
e e, 3 Suange. of Tdscaps
masic a 1 iam
from the i Germano-
Russian wall. Recently, Roberio Co-
minati played Saint-Saens 2rd piano

cqncmo.andﬂm'ewasanun—_

forgettable concert of Chansson.
And now, oo 16 May, another ir-

Gant-Opm. Until 24 Geocge of the J

Listings
Museuro of Mr and Mrs Mohamed
Ehalfl

Mabmood
1, Kofourr AL-Abhshidi St DokkL Tel
336 2376, Doily cxc Mon, 10 am-G pe

Egypc's largest collection of 191 cen-
wﬁ:wmm

1030am.]
& e 5 . Wi,
Gka d_-i:sgp&;ﬂlmﬂylm.fm
mﬁnk?lmdodiﬂpnn'
AUC,  and Kase Winslet

DANCE
I

Maix Hall. Opera House, Gezira. Tel
144, 27-3 1 May, Spat.

%wmmmbﬁlﬂ

troupe Concerto.

La Comspagni¢ Linga v St

Abdin. Tel 391 9956 21-24 Moy. Spen.
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and palpable. Someone has his eye :ﬁlin-gwirhasplmd.idlyarﬁculawd as a landing plane blinking like an resistible call for the attention of lov-

on the sparrow — things arrive here il and a run-up to the high soprano  eleciric rabbit made a Jow swoop. ers of French muvsic with & pew Sherzion,
freshly dug or mined from the buge, fish. Her jewels were real, and it Not to be put down, Major pressur-  young player, Paris bom Vinh Pham, | ZMay. Gim Tel 360 608i. Daily 10-30am,
maddied pudding of European music.  was all done with ease. Marguarite  ised her power, sailed up and landed as violin solvist The Caio Sym- :E:E-‘W-*“&W Plano sd Visloncello Concert

It is to Cairo’s advantage and pleas- was there on stage, and the sounds of  victorionsly. . phony Orchestra was conducted by mtc-.u-.,,"
ure to have such performances as the playing fields The Traviata Brindisi, the first en- Dommiqoe Fanal, another first visit.

these two have been. The great pity is  of far Heliopolis rang out from radics  core, was an object lesson. Botk sing- This combination was part of the or- | /76% Downtown. Daily ec Sun, 12 -

that the audiences for both were so  in the vailey. ers and the conductor of the eveni e speaking. It conld be the be- Paon-3pm & Spe-fpm. Unil 30 Moy. A’W”R%a He. Acndemy of Arfs n

small. The soprapo followed this with an  Brian Law, went for the old way of ginning of a passionate affair between Artigt Bapolic Tel 258 0251, Dadly J23p,  Secrt Bol Ml Campus, AUC. A

That of 15 May was held at the aria from Catalani's opera e Wally, doing the Verdian Rumpty-Tum. Saint-Saens and the small but st | Tomdefn of Helonk Coburs 78 330m, 630m & 0,300 Odoos 1 S,

Soond and Light area of the Giza Joved by dramatic soprancs for its They did not jgnore what others re- tenfive andience ag Fanal and his $0- | . uiriz Opening 21 May, 7.30pm. sowne. Tel 575 §797. Daily 10.30cm, mmtmﬂﬂlﬂmm

Pyramids. Old grievances hold fast; rich toned drama. Major mede it gard as bad taste, but revelled in it as  loist wove their way through 4 umique | o74June. . 130pm, G30m & 93(pm Rem- DY stnoucls.

this place is not really for sericus mu-  sound grand and dark toned. She has  Toscanini used to. They slowed the masterpiece seldom heard here. Mervat Refeat & freme Revri Thicle b ot AnCr Trode Cents: oor.  Jaxs Concert

sical performance, particularly when  a long voice, very graadly held from  tempo, the Runapty was huge, and the Pham i5 a treasure. He plays WithoOt | sa.he Geflery, 6 So7 Lanks S, Zome- W,m“m,m“mw Al-Hanoger, Opera House growis,

a beamifolly accoatred major opera  low to high and a strong, vibrant mid-  voices came out rich apd joyous. It any of the usnal classic formalities of | ‘alek Tel 340 91%. Dally ex: Fri, & 5.30pm. mﬁg"‘“ﬁg‘m

bouse Lies empty in the dark of Zam-  dle. gave class to the and lusire to  the professional violinist. Tall and el- "’“"&;‘-SE:?; b Al-Maghad Al-Swissri 5, Zanalek. 26

alek. - Hassan Kami began bis singing with ~ Verdi — nothing flippy. egant, his is reflected in HiS | toe Bovoer, e bahe by e b Kario B 25 Ewadeddin S, Dowon. . 13,63 ]

And ont_the lgfth Cairo was in the hhﬂm's m:ifikf;umﬂ vaatore\;;lh. More encores. meopam in play:gsg; rd?%;almasaﬂy- tex. i ’ ?MTJMMMI%% * “The Christol Lamer Trio performs.

throes of one of iis deepest passions  sf mio. everything in Ver- proper idiomatic sty] one want- ing paised jump. He is .. -S0pns, 6.30pms & O.30pw Drive I, ooy corgse Miunlc smd

— an Ahly/Zamalek football maich  di's opera it needs a great singer be-  ed to Jeave. Why didn't they give the what is exciting about young Eo- m%” gnenmee of Al Shorow Clty. Sk, hiskian Caltavel

madness. ir and eaphoria, Cai- canse the magnificence of the music Miserere from If Trovatore? Perhaps ropean players of these days. With | Gund S Bab Abloug Tel 393 0831, Dails 6.30pm & 9.30pm. Thur anmMI

ro heaved, and some of the emotions darkly, full of menace, but js  next time, same doo, but in the Opera  the most disarming intimacy they aim | 1764 Dowwiown. Daily ex Sum, 12 & Fri oeddnighe m“?nﬂmmm

naturally reached as far as the Pyr- bom sloft by an angelic tme. And 50 House. straight for the Listener’s acmteness, | "oopm&Spolpm. Unil6/ime.  Staming Kurt Ressel by Georges

amids Platean. Even the Sphinx, here is Hassan Kami, with a highly which is ing but also a chal- | RebertCopa Minrder at 1609 . ;

gleaming white jn its pew beamty charged partmer, space, dramas on Cairo Symphony Orchestra: Master lenge. They do not stoop or solicit — Somy Gallry, Yin AUC,  Takrir, 112 Tabrir S;, Dokki. Td 335 THEATRE

mask, was pat in the shade. stage and off, and the bawacking Symphony X; Vinh Pham. violin: thew understanding is deep and | Rl The ScTe O %00 4720 Dely . Radle, NN

And the performance? An operatic crowds the valley. He is not Dominigue Fonal, conductor; Main almost visual. Pham’s play- Gpe-Sipm. Uil 17 June, 575 6562,

recital by Malvina Major, soprano, young, E knows his life sto-  Rall, Cairo Gpere House; 16 May ing of Saint-Saens showedhowit was | 36  phowgraphs

and Hagsan Kami, tenor, with the r1y. He willingly leaves himself wide : " a miracle such mpsic came from a m’m

Cairo Opera Orchestra as accompani- open for any harshly phrased crit- The last time the oracle spoke wason France' encapsulated between awfol | joermalisw, .. - - . %

ment, consisting mostly of bits of icism. But really, on this night, there 16 May in the Cairo Opers Housé.  * walls, yet with the ciyility of its sur- |~ . .

Puccini carved from Tosca and La  could be none. The evening began with a new piece face ining imiact. Pham's lovely m)'&&mn-

Boheme, with delicate cuts from Ver-  Like the soprano he produced the lJo: by W S Basha called Steps Rewind tove clove lovingly to the delicate | Bamenn (Poime:

di and Geunod around the edges. the opening melody, golden, and a for orchestra: difficult ritle, difficolr bending forms as they moved up and | Exe GaBlery, 3 AF

It began with a What puzrple stained beroic temor voice, mpesic. Then came the 3rd violin con-  down the levels of the music. Nassim &S‘W

brave lirtle body which did marvels pansive climax. where does all  Saens, finishing with the Swnphonie sounds of Bedior's Symphonie Fen- ﬁﬂnf.mbdlym

with Thais recently? This night it this expertise come? He is moody, Fantastigue of Bexlioz. tastigue. Whatever you expect of this | == 0%;; 8351, Untll end of Jume, Spn.

moved off into space, leaving the two  can drop the whoic apparatus of op-  Cairo music is gong throagh a period  work it always tmms out to be more | 73 o g g g

singers to face the spaces mostly e singing and still sing. Then, one of adjustment which is affecting ma- marvelons than ever. Fanal produced N -

withom any ardent support at all, night, one spark ignites him and the sic everywhere — everything caught revelations. His keeomess apd caref] | Brecht Pastess )

with the andience waiting in vain for whole thing — life force, sheer love, in the fiux, with a proliferating tech-  attention to the slightest details which | Joame Siee 3 A+ AL’ Ari3 CThe Model

the grear silky swirls of Puccini. In whatever — all fuse and Kami is nology spreading over everything build up the grandest edifices, Bt by | 7el 575 9677, Mon-Tia Palestine 1923 To Ei0h54. Doty .

this case the singers went bravely on  Kami again. He is loved and be gives like a voracious Almost lightnjng flashes with romantic vi- | Jlpe7pm Fi 8 om- |

in the characters of their music, per-  love in reurn. He gave, and splendid-  everything these days be un- sions tumbling out over the four m%’m of P& Spm. © e fimar

fectly sudible and visibly, at least, ly, thisnight acceptzble — and movements, diove the mmsic bead- mmmwn&mm Misage Pt m;@.‘ms‘ Tdl 3937 948,

undisturbed. Aad where was the Cai- So this happy concert took flight. post-modern, all going into the same long forward. Art, mosic particularly, | annivemsary of bis birth. Tiba IT- Nas Cay. Tel 262 1084, Das-

1o Opera band? Sucked into the space  Two singers with a born sense of oc-  machine. goes ruthiessly over everything, pow= | ppuod Avia . zam%’m 3 One-Tweo

channels and wind currents of the casion and the means to deliver gave Cairo’s central cultural heartbeat is er, politics, good and evil, to a 501t of | Gowshe fastinse, 5 AlBosn S m&%m“‘fm f&ﬂ;ﬂmmmsﬁym

drag net of the cliff sides of the pyr-  perfect pleasure. the Opera. It does a blanket job, con- . Everything in the | Downtown. Tel 575 9677 MoThm '3 30m & 6 30pm Datty 1.30pm, )

ﬁds.ﬁmi“’aﬂmu}:the;e. ;hese?hsndhﬂfmw% venidymveﬂngalmnsu:ﬂﬂug;dof ma chonce: hmyps | Jpm7pm. Fri Smmoon Oell 15 ook B I Bubh Ma Qabil AV-Raidl (Love Be-
t peither is it a sui ace for Tosca, This was thing o musical output. These multifadous through sound | Wew peintings and installations Nationet

song. So, the two voices c:l:rriedun evening. Kami sang beantifully, evenrs are hard to control or direct, waves unbem’ajlrilenchnessoboes lhcﬁﬂe'l'heﬂil:'d i ﬂ#ﬁm;ﬁfgﬂ mu«uy.mhw 9l 1oy

alone with brave gasps from the or- young, easily, with langhter in the bat now and then, almost withontany corps , the mad Joved-crazed | oo, o, 630w & 9_30pm.

chestra when present. The canyons wvoice. Major made Tosca an im- advance publicity whatsoever, mun- poet his muse. Everything i | edvabips Gallery, & Gusmpollion ; LECTURES

surrounding the Sound and Light are  portant character, sophisth inthe sical happemings, revelstory visita- there, but nothing bas a name. It is | S; Dowmown Tel 5784456 Opeming  pousen, 35 it Horb St Dot IEMERSN

really too deep for reliable amplifica-  ways of the world, but longing for tions which do great justice to the music, opening hells and paradisial | 2 Mon fpm Dofly exc Fri, lam- 1.1 395 3897. Dealy 10, Iom. Spe, Artists n

tion. the pleasures of Cavaradossi and ber  eyes and ears of the Opera house biiss at the end. Sprm. Cpen & e Odaow 11, 4 Dy Abe Palestinten m&

Malvina Major, the guest, a New weekend alome with him in her place sncak through the wires and the Dominique Fanal deserves our obei- | Faeem Dty 1030 1o mcﬁl%ifm#mlnk-

Zealand singer, proved formidably in the country. What style the two  webs. These events do justice 1o the  sance for his of sheer | Museum of Moden Art, Opera ;Wcmf.zz&m B e o e Establicloment

viclorious. She showed she was a  singers gave Tosce. Poccini instincts of the House which Bedioz which is a ve to the | fr 35 Sty oo Doty S Downtown. Tel 779 S37. Daly 45 Grtoms Thevtre, 21 May, Toux

lady who held all the shots, and she They behaved like two people in  can refute the nsual whinings of peo- ominous absurdity of existence exc o, I0am-iga & Spondpm. Une ooy e o A vy, Poctry readings,  themrical per-
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Art 100, orghed peecions picces macieg %

the amtl Youssre ERmm Shahin ton
' Mh“‘!’ - . — S Dol 75 300 o4
Ao signatures at- reading of form . Ei-Batal 1962. 25
tached t:he o nemafs A more . P— 'Il,‘hfemgany ﬁglmfve, fil- . 7ot 340 3342, Doty ﬁﬁﬁm‘ Te 258 1P S i it Arabic trams.
1938 manifesto, Long Live Polemics and painting: Nigel  iered @rough o sensibitity o P e iy o, . Gom & T
oo nd maiy real Surreal Ryan on Ramses Younan har for 2 tme bad boen | ooty Tarh e Dpuran, Tel 302 5777 Do ol Poragnees Liots Usivecsity, UK.
in 1940, in the bulletin ac- — ' " surreal — an appeal, ad- | Muoesm of Modern Egyptian Art W&%ﬁ"ﬁ” Indra Ghandi
companying the first Art and  of Egyptian art on a cultural  state the obvi- 8 = mittedly, witigated by polit- | e tewme Smes e el " Gabr ' for eiian Coltung. 53 T e
Frocdom exhibition. You- burcaucracy beaded by im- ous. By the ical copcerns (Art and Free- | g Spwdom. Kool L, 25 3iy 5x Dowemons) Tyt Dowsiown. Tel 33 3356
pan’s name is oace more writ  dividvals incapable of dis- 1930s artistic dom took the freedom balfof | A mgmm 575 Dily Ipm, 3.30pm, 6.30pm 7P
large. Practically two_dec- tinguishing between the val. taste had moved the equation sesiously) — js | P charing the ‘mode =t o 3pm : it 0 o g, edior-in-
ades later, following bis re- uable and the banal, and on  sufficiemly to seidom far from the swrface, _ Mea Martabet '
turn from France in 1956 in an intelligentsia determined  accommodate and in one painting a- Mobmnied Nagal - AL mﬂmmﬂnghﬂ All information coorect 22 time of go-
profest against the Tripartite in their belief that the vispal the academism if disturbing Heath Robinson mﬁ”& Malsnomd Miowl, 38 Tolan Harb Si, :smm.gnmm
ression, we find Younan ans had nothing to do with of orientalists - € on 10 be be- | * 4 muscum devoted o the painiogs of mr"fﬁ,’f"m’h""’ mchumdti:ua::mu
If)ublgshmtge_an essay de- cu{]tu,!;e, Y and their h;ﬂlt gzﬁopemted by a creanme Moharned Nagni (1888-1956), mm.pmﬂ sheat notice,
ending the internationalising is not, however, Younan ; . y _Bayeh Geey (mafla  CE=F o _Listings,
aims of At and Froedom. the e propagandist thar forms Jitle clse. To arms, 3 kind of toman Pray- | yiakrir i, Gegiri. Daily exc S ond m}.ﬁ)ﬁldy&. D Tat gl LA
group that had played such a  the subject of the current ex- about a mantjs. . Mon, Sam-] - 575 5051 Dafy
prominent role in his career.  bibition at Espace but Younan  faste for the fig- It wkes a colourist of rare | PRt of warks by the. &30, S & Jipme. _ Compiled by
“True Egyptiap art cannot  the painter. Admittedly the wurative is to sensibility to achieve such - Injy EF-Kasher
exist,” he writes, “until our show is modest, oversiate  the modnlations as You-
heritage interacts with the in-  ouly o small number of works, case ad it is

TIME -and Space i the title. under

novation no matter how ex- fluence on the kinds of mod-  his associates’ embrace of an  potential of mooochrome, <lue lies in a small painting  which paintings by Nazi Madkour
treme... those who refuse sman focally abstract vo- and a dark, sepulchral Iab- from fortles, The rc on exhibit at the Centre of Art,
such innovation with the pre-  This is not to deride the ysinth exploring Tinle beyond leted jn the ~ Zamalek bordezing on pare
tence that they are defending  paintings ipcluded inthis par- One of the more re- black and white. Typically, don tonalities ; an-  abstraction, they nopetbeless make a
our adtonmal identity réveal ticular exhibition, merely w markable things sbouwr fhe the mystery in which these gtpcglcubm._molmn- nod towards the
only their own tack of faith point the difficuities of con- painting of Ramses Younan images appear to be shrouded ' into _the "formal dis- Also at the Centre of Axt are scolp-
in our potential for growth.” such works to- s the reswicted palette with appears as 2 hangover from  position of Rayomism while twres by Gamal Abdel-Nasser.
There can be no disputing day. The dates preciode eny which be was to amiculate  his earlier sorrealist days.’ across the sorface paipt is  Through the use of sach strange ma-
Ramses Younan's position 38 of the eeclier. surrealist piec-  this vocabulary. In the cor-  The same applies to two - Splaitered with the kind of  teilals as dost pans; these arempt a s2-
a polemicist. Untl his death s, surrealism was to rent show arc a couple of pieces from the lae *S0s, mMetaphysical gesnwing later Urcal stnce towards traditional art
in 1966 he occupied an im- be an abiding influence. Iarger paintings i which & cmnEletﬂlinmd and o be associated with the foxms. - - :
portant position on the Egyp-  More important, perhaps, was  residnal landscape remains,  black, dcross which crawtthe New York School So mmch, = The Goethe Institate Losts mixed
fian art scene, championing Younan's move wowands sb- smeared in muddy ochres  creamwes of sightmare, 2 con- . and in such a small wosk.  media paintings by Mohamed Abja
the new and the challenging straction, @ move that co- and grey. Yet these are pos- reworking of what Younen's embrace of the'ip-  Colowrs spild o each. other, are al-
mntil the end. Indeed, in the jncided with several of his idvely gandy compared to 2  happens when reason ternational was necegsarly most left.to interact without a con-
year of his death be conemporaries  including, pumber of smaller works. - In o smaller mumber of $0 that perhaps o trolling compositionsl hand — the life
y. ]
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be under all this detrits

fezocions, was frightening and
world dote and bow? g.

Metempitic is a that fits him .

* - great OteJlo,

. ution in baritonal
despair. There were no leers with
-‘Thege qualities made him magnificent,

The perfect fit

g i everything — wives, childven, flash and flage,
. swmngpoolsto-dwein.b&!nﬁes.poliﬁcimuﬂlh'e elion of the-
WMwoﬂdshnnngb;tqhﬂylikeqnnidchwﬁcﬁnp;xﬂﬂbh.Whaem

He wasn't under anything. He was on top of everything
dangerously eapricions. So why did the-

. Becamse of his voice. He was a sibyl. § istori Co
women. A, senseal adj is needed g&’m%ﬂ?mmym

Maybe the richest singer that ever lived: Cm'usnanndlba. his rivals in
- aﬂeraspd!hﬂgw)’o&inﬂ:e’m said that Sinatra was potentially a

S:inaua’s{'bicecmminedmmeﬂm-ncouldhermded. ‘a wide
) vo@ce,ablemmkem,ﬁskandsuﬁLAhﬂﬂﬁSWaspmfm“
uniqueness. He was never a crooner. He sang of love, loneliness and
destittion tomescapableofsoundmgmsponsibihty,myand

] 2 soand voice of gerinine stature.

‘The public life resolting from this voice did not help much. The worldly

. .mmmgsaﬂ_sﬁgpqlaway,mdwinwnﬁmetodoso.likeanavalmche.

Much of his singing wove around the words m%ﬂem‘ . Nothing
aspect will last

Actor, Jover, monster, bully: all merely the work of pablic myth-makers.

" Try swest, lonely, and of that wondrous afffiction, a great voice.
* A haunted person. Would the voice last? Tt did for Sinatra The rest is - '

are nothing,

ing. He conldbe - -

remming to London

Mav 1998

Francis Albert Stnatra, singer and actor, born 12 December 1915; died 15

David Blake

- On Saturday AI-Ahram begins a five part serialisation of extracts from a new book by Ragaa El-Nagqash, based on over 50 hours of interviews with Naguib
Mahfouz; to 'be published by Al-Ahram -Centre for Translation and Publishing. Here we present, in translation, highlights from the first of the series

It sceros to me now that had I received soumd goid-
ance J would have chosen masic and not literatore,
and the entire course of my life would hive been dif-
ferent.'Despite my liking for the plastic arts, I never

entertained any thoughts about becoming an.artist, .

but as for mosic I was so enamonred with it that I
could have become a professional minsician... -
1 have never been a diehard fap of any.-parti

particelar
genre of song, though generally you find thst those
more modem music and vice-versa. Yet I have al-’

who Like

ways found a great deal of pléasure in all ‘types-of
singing, the classical and modérn, Oriental and West-
life was Sheikh Zakanya d; Ag*4 Perstin be was.

ming 1 .
was that Fl-Hakim’s subject was invariably himself -
— yesminiscences and anecdoles about:his life — ~ui

while Sheikh Zakariya never said a word about him-
self but played the-story-teller all might long. Listen-
i ily fagine that the aufhor of the Ara-

might easily imagine e
%Nigmmsmmahadagrmdﬁlin'

ccmmnandshare_dﬂmsmn_enﬁndser_.— oL

21}
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i

s
- |

L
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" wellFknow scholar, accompany

with Sheikh Zakariya'io a

_moud Sobh was blind, he loved boxing, weight 1ifi-

good. }t seems he overdosed on dregs which caused

" fatal problems with his blood circalation...

Like Sheikh Zakariya, indeed like all composers of
that time, Sheikh Sobh did not receive any academic

- mmosical training but learned directly by being ap-
: prenticed 10 a master. It’s a method of learning not

dissimilar to the way Arabic Hterature was studied in
the past, when a stmident would attach himself to a
bim for many years
and acqoire knowledge at his hands. Sheikh Sobh
had a great talent and 2 communding personality, but_
and-satirfical ‘writer El-Tonsi. We were

introduced at one of Salah Zayan's soines. I thonght
that with Bayram in our midst, the evening would be .
mermer than ever. But the sorprse that awaited me

- was thar Bayram was totally different from the im-

was brief and his words were fall of anguish and bit-
terness, but that was bably a result of the trag-
edies and suffesing be had lived through... S
.One of the. distinctive featares of Sheikh Zak-

#ed Oricntal ic by assimilating in-
fluences from the Western tredition and introducing
some of its'instroments. To me, Abdel-Wahab en-
riched and developed ounr muosic through this West-
ern. influence. It was with greas skill thaf he blended
Oriental apd Westérn mnsic, ing themn into one

wezving them
. harmonions texture...- As for others who tried to ky-

bridtise Oriental and Western music, I sense a contra-
diction between the two siyles m their work and
their musical stoctuyes feel contrived...

My fondness for song was acquired in childhood.

'.'IM'ewas'aLargeoollecﬁonofrwordsofthenfa-_

mous singers in cur house, and on happy occasions
singing parties were held at our place. There were
two of ‘at these parties: the awalem per-

in a special ayea for the women Wwhile male

LR O

singers entertsined the men i another part of the
bouse. Becaunse I was a child, I moved freely between
the two areas, enjoying boeth types of song at these
soirées... 1 also thoronghly enjoyed the theatres of
Rod El-Farag where my father 1ook me occasionally.
Rod El-Farag was the summer resori of Cairenes at
the time. The thearrical troupes of Rod El-Farag of-
fered imitations of celebrated works by Emadeddin
Street roupes and stars — you would get Sayed Dar-
wish operettas, Ali El-Kassar and Naguib El-Ribati
lookalikes and so on. In the theatres of Rod El-Farag
1 warched many imitations of fainous shows the orig-
imals of which I'counld not afford to see in the theawes

£ ... of Emadéddin Street, The theatres of Rod El-Farag
Ist

mtocfwmgli when Egyptian Radio began
ing in 1934,

Such was oy passion for music and song that I en-
olled in the Arab Muosic Tnstitute and stodied there
for a whole year..., in 1933, while a third year sto-
dent i the Faculry of Arts. Founad I (presently Cairo)
University... My tator in ganun was the grandson of
El-Aqqad, the ganun player in Umm Koithoom's
firsi troupe and the son of El-Aqqad Bey, the director
of the institute. I shall never forget a certain incident
with El-Aggad Bey who, becanse of a speech impedi-
ment, would sometimes emit a sound pot unlike a
snort. The first time ] went to the institute I was told
to go.znd meer the director. so T went to El-Aggad
Bey’s office and said I wanted to eproll. Asking me
to take a seat, he remarked that I was a bit older than
the average beginner. When I explained that § was a
voiversity student, he consented 10 my joining the in-
stitute as an external student and then asked if I had
decided which musical instrument I wanted to smdy.
1 said that if the study of a musical instrument was
obligatory I world =o for the ganun. I was startled by
the snort-like sovnd he produced. Was ke telling me I
had been rejected or that he disapproved of my
choice of instrument? I blushed o the roots of my
bair and felt very hort, but I kept my silence. But
then he presented me with 2 form, and while I sat fill-
ing it, he snorted more than once and I realised that,
far from being deliberate, it was caused by 2 throat

emmn...

The late musician Abdel-Halim Nonwaira oace told
me an anecdote about El-Aqqad Bey. At the celebra-
tions for the inaugemradon of the Amb Music In-
stimute, to be auended by King Fooad, El-Aggad Bey
had insisted on accompanying the orchestra thas
wounld play the royal anthem. Many people tried 10
dissuade bim, arguing thar his bizamre snort might

take him nnawares and because the theatre wonld be
very quiet, it was inevitable that the king would hear
the snort and might well take it as a personal affront
and decide to close down ihe institute before the in-
anguration. But El-Agqad Bey refused to bundge
from his position, promising that he would barely al-
low himself to breathe, that he wonld restrain him-
self, keep a grip on his voice untl the end of the
concert. He kept his promise, bot no sooner bad the
copcert ended than he hid behind the curtain and did
ir:u—asifithadbeencurbedandhadnowhmken

As for El-Aqqad senior. El-Aqqad Bey’s father, he

was the most accomplished gonun player of his time
and onc of the most notable members of Umm Kul-
thoum's first troupe. I heard him play at Umm Kul-
thoum’s concerts held at the Majestic Theatre... iD
the 1920s, which [ antended regularly mntil I entered
university, after which the venue for Umm Kul-
thoum's concerts became the Bzbekiya Gardens.

At the Majestic, Umm Kulthoum would start with
a “munologue”. as they used 1o refer to ber solo
songs, then sing a song based on a poem, and end
the concert with a tegiouga... But when radios came
in. I found I preferred 10 listen to Umm Kulthoum's
concens on the café radio, particnlarly since the
price of a ticket to an Umm Kulthoum concert kept
soaring. Eventually, just geiting hold of a ticket be-
came difficutt...

Although I loved Umm Kulthoum, 1 did not know
her personally and only once did I actually spesk to
her. This was at the party at Al-Ahram newspaper
held in my honour when 1 turned 50 in 1961. Mo-
hamed Hassanein Heikal bad invited her to artend
and she accepted without hesitation, which surprised
me. I never imagined she would accept so easily to
attend what was essentially a literary celebration, be-
cause ! didn™t think she took an interest in the novel
or the sbort-story, thongh ] had beard that she was
coltured and enjoyed poetry...

At the beginning of the Umm Kulthoum era there
was a singer whom I consider one of the best female
voices Egypt bas known — Mounira El-Mahdia Her
voice was the same pitch as Umm Kulthoom's or
perhaps slightly Jower. I saw Momnira El-Mahdia
perform twice. The first time was in a dramatic per-
formance with Youassef Wahbi at the Ramses Thea-
tre. The secomd was one of her public concerts that I
attended with my friend Ibrahim Fahmi De’bis. on
which occasion we discovered we were the only two
young men in the andience, the rest being elderly

people. Taken aback, Ibrahim
~ . asked me: “What on earth made
yon bring us herc amid all these
old people? And when Mounira
El-Mahdia staried singing. it was
clear that age had Jeft its mark on
ber. She would sing for a while,
then break into a congh. After that
concert, she annomnced that she
bad given up singing. I therefore
bad the honour of having attended
the last concert of Mounira El-
Mahdia, for whom I have always
had deep adiniration and respect.
Mouarra El-Mahdia had risen 10
fame in the theaire when the thea-
tre ftself was a the height of its
glory. lndeed it is 10 Mounira El-
Mahdia that Adel-Wahab owes his
fame. Sayed Darwish's sudden
death had prevented him from
completing the orchestration of
Cleopatra. so Mounira El-Mahdia
asked Abdel-Wahab to complese
the task and gave him the male
lead opposite her, despite the fact
that Abdel-Wahab was a young
man, the age of her own sons. This
was the taming point in Abdel-
Wahab's life, the big break that
spared him years of struggle and

In my youth I entered into heat-
ed debates pitting myself against
soch people as Dr Hussein Fawzi
who were all for Wesiern music
and totally against Oriental music,
the ideal place for which, in their
opinion, was the trash bin., It was
+» «— and remajns —— an article of
- faith with me that Oriental music

... isagreatan.

Transiated by Hala Halim

Plain “Tatk

These days
seems o0 be
with questions of idenzity, It
may secm paradoxical that
while the world is now wii-
pessing a move towards glo-
balisaton, soch a national
tendency surfaces. Or it may
not be really paradoxical; it
is. perhaps, as a reaction 10
this move that the question
of cultaral and nationat iden-
tiry is raised.

The recent UNESCO con-
ference on this question,
which convened in Stock-
holm, came out with some
interesting results. fis main
declararion, under the ride
“Revised Draft Action Plan
on Cultural Policies for De-
velopment,” comes up with
some important points
which, in my opinion, reflect
the ambivalent sitwation of
culture.

I shall quote just one item
from over 60 which seem o
reflect the dilemmz we are
facing.

“Today's emerging trends.
particularty  globalisation.,
link cultures ever more
closely and emich the inter-
action between them, but
they may also be harmful 10
our creative diversity and to
caltural  pluralism; they
make muotoal respeet all the
more imperative.”

The other ilems also re-
fleer the difficalt situation
faced by the Third World.
Certainly the disintegration
of the Soviet Union and the
bloody events in former Yu-

via comtribute to this,
and the chaovinism which is
currently all the rage in the
bits and pleces of these two
former cooatries are efforts
to retrieve identties lost on-
der totalitarian systems.

Culmral prejudices are
nothing new. Here in Egypt

petition between Britain and
France in the educational
and cunltural fields. They re-
flect the ever existing clash
between Angio-Saxon and
Latin culwres. Egypt has
benefited from this competi-
tion and managed to quaff
from both cultires. What is
more we have no fecling of
inferiority towards either
cultures, which makes us
shrug our shoulders to the

everyquy
preoccupied

. so-called culural invastos.

Egyptians are-not search-
tng for identity; they are af-
firming their identity. This is
reflected in the grear effors

on the conserva-
tion of monuments, be they
Pharaonic, Coptic or Islam-
ic.
In a recent meeting of the
Naticnal Council for Cul-
tare, Arts, Literature and In-
formation a report was sub-
mitted abouot the
preservation of historical
Cairo. It is a comprehensive
report which can be used as
an introduction to this great
city. Cairo was founded in
the year 969.

The report deplores certain
maltrearments of Old Cairo
and is critical of the process
of urbanisation and the erec-
tion of modem buildings
which clash with the old
baoildings. kt is only recently
that monuments other than
the Pharaonic have feamred
in the preservation pro-
grammes. Quite a number of
houses in historic Cairo have
been renovated and have be-
come tourist artrections. Buot,
there is no doubt that, by and
large. the Islamic mone-
ments have not atiracted as
pouch international attention
as the Pharaonic ones.

Of course there are & great

is the fact that historic Cairo
remains primarily a res-
idential area, home to many
thousards of citizens, many
of whom also make a living
in the districts in which they
live, Apart from the damage
to the monnments as a resoll
of drainage and water seep-
age day to day life itself con-
stitutes an obstacle in the
way of any preservation
work. This is why the report
proposes, among  other
things, the creation of a spe-
cial bareaucracy for historic
Cairo which should be com-
posad of representatives of a
pumber of ministries as well
as experts in Coptic and Is-
lamic archeology. The re-
port also recognises the im-
poriant role thai can be
played by NGOs m spread-
ing awareness about the im-
portance of safeguarding the
mcomparable  architectoral
heritage of the area.

What was sigpificant in
the Council meeting, which
1 had the pleasure of at-
tendiny, was the presence of
the zovernor of Cairo, who
intelhgently commented on
the report and vowed 1o car-
1y out the proposals.

Mursi Saad ELDin
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the

streets

have
names

I have been back 0 my homeland
many times. My fire long wip was
in 1990 during the Intifada I wemt
hack and applied for my right o 2
Pulestinian 1D in 1994, when limit-
ed self-rule began in Gaza and Jer-
icho. 1 have made several short vis-
is since then. my last wip a year
and a half ago. Although [ natice
many changes every tme 1 go, dif-
ficelties nemain. Crossing the bor-
ders is still difficult Even if it is
just routine work. with nv illegal
documents or problems. e process
takes af leasi fowr hours. Pal-
estiniuns who have the right to cit-
izenship in the new self-rule ancas
have been able to apply for their
ncew Palestinian IDs. Once they
have done that, the [smaelis cease 10
recognise any other form of iden-
tification and can treat them as Pal-
estinians — that is to say, as badiv
as possible.

1 counld no longer use my Egyp-
tian passport; other Palestinians can
no longer use any foreign passport
they obtained during their years in
exile. We are no longer allowed to
obtain a visa (0 enter Palestine and
Israel. I had to stay in Gaza: [ was
not allowed to enter Israel, or even
the West Bank under Palestinian
rule, except with a special permit
that is very difficult to obtain, and
only when I am in Gaza. My Amer-
ican husband, who accompanied
me on this trip, was also treated dif-
ferently. Araericans are usuatly giv-
en a three-month visa at the border.
This time he was only given a one-
month permit becanse he was going
to Gaza first. even though be men-
tioned in his application that he was
4 journalist on a two-month assign-
menL

For this visit, we decided to drive
1o Palestine with his car, which has
Cairo licence pletes. Palestinian
cars in Gaza have a new green
plate, different from the blue plate
numbers which begin with a differ-
ent leer for each city in the West
Bank, and also different from the
yellow Israeli plares. Cars with
Gaza or West Bank plates are not
allowed into Isracl. The yellow Is-
raeli plates are not allowed imo
Gaza. 1 had been asked by the
Swiss Culural Centre to assist P.‘:ln
Lwo phologmphy workshops in Pai-
estine. 1 had to spend three wecks
in Gaza, and three weeks in Ra-
mallah, in the West Bank. Adcar
with Egyptian licence plates and an
American husband made it possible
to move around the Holy Land.

GAZA: After the long. tiring drive
and the complications a1 the border
between Caro and Garoz:. a g_io_tl:
surprise was waiting me.

ge that recently filled the
streets and beaches of Gaza had
disappeamd.'memisagarbugemn
every bundred metees. Roads have
been paved, and flower pots dec-
orate the small siled squares. Big
colourful billboards and posiers
decorate the main strees. Street
signsinm-.lbicandinﬁnghshnow
lead you to where you want 10 £0.
The streets have names now: during
the Intifada, Palestinians knew the
houses only by the names of their
residents in orgder 1o make it hard
for the Israeli soldiers o get

around.

During the long years of occupa-
tion, Gaza was completely ne-
glected, The first time 1 visited

Gaza, in 94, parbage filled the
whole strip. The streets were sand
that tuned into mud in winter.
Graffiti, used imstead of newspapers
10 express the ideas, politics. and
corcems of the people, covered the
walls.

New schools, hospitals. rec-
reation areas and parks have been
buile. High rises and wll buildings
dominated the small beantiful
houses. [ noticed more women go-
ing to work in fashionable modem
clothes. They seem Lo enjoy 2 more
open sociul life. Gaza’s inhabitants
scem more relaxed now that they
no longer have 1o deal with the Is-
reli occupation forces on a daily
basis. Now. the crime rate is almost

nil.

The newly built airport is beauti-
ful: a Moroccan-style building.
with tiles and arches. and while cor-
nices. Hupdreds of Moroccan
workers have been working day
and night on it for months, The
Arab Contractors built the main ed-
ifice. It is almost finished, but will
not be used until an agreement with
the Israelis is reached.

[ visited the airpon with my bus-
band and Thomas, the Swiss pho-
tographer who was giving the pho-

_tography workshop. Ouwr trip

coincided with two school buses
carrying a hundred school girls on a
field tip to the airport. The girls
sumounded the flight engineer and
bombarded him with questions
ranging from technical issues to po-
liical commemis. I was day-
dreaming about the day this airport
starts working. Jt will be a more hu-
man solton than the land borders.
It would allow vs o g0 to the West
Bank without having to cross the
Esraeli border. After their questions
were answered, the girls recited
poetry. sang songs, and ook photos
of each other in front of the control
Tower.

PASSING THROUGH EREZ: We
stayed in the Gaza Sirip for the
three entire weeks, since crossing
the border berween Gaza and the
rest of Palestine is agomising. To
go from Gaza o the West Bank one
has o pass through Isracl. That
mems you need a permit 1o pass
through the Erez border (the border
between Gaza and the rest of the
emmu-y;,whichisa_nexcruciaxingly
Tong, painful experience. To obiain
such a permit [ needed my valid ID
and a security check from the Israe-
B authorities, a process that conld
take weeks or manths to obtain.
Even if all the documenls are i of-
der, the Isracli authorities still de-
mand a “convincing reason” for

|

Befal'ePa.l&s.ﬁlﬁannﬂc.sincels-
mclconuoﬂﬂd:henﬁolemur
procedure was simpler an id not
take all this time. Today, some Pal-
estinians can no jopger leave Gaza.

%
.Y

has 1o go through a detailed in-
jon: single part is

ol passed through,
my hushand driving. I bad to walk
the kilometre and a half. Palestinian
workers who work in Israel have to
go through this process twice a day.
ing our whole stay, it was
spring. All of Palestine was bright
green. with flowers blooming eve-
. The road o Jerusalem

starts out flat, then becomes hilly as
you approach. On the way, you
pass the green area the Israelis call
Canada Park, where three Arab vil-
lages, Imwas, Bayt Nuba and Yalu,
once stood. These villages were in-
babited by 2round 5,000 Arabs in
1967. The day the Jordanian forces
withdrew from Palestine, the Isracli
army razed the villages to the
ground. In three days they had shot
all the inhabitants, and bulldozed
the houses and their comses into
the ground. Except for very few
survivors who managed to hide in
the nearhy mon of Latrum, on
the edge of the land occupied in
1948 and 1967, there.is 0o one and
nothing lefi. The Isroeli govern-
ment planted the park in 1978, with
2 donadon made by Canadian Jews.
_ The Lamun Monastery, founded
in 1890, was built go a hill dom-
inated by the remains of a Crusader
castle where Richard the Lion-
Heart took refuge. It is famous for

Randa Shaath brings words and
pictures back from a.country . - - . .~

' celebrations are a way of resisting, . - ¥
i where daily life is still a struggle.: © .
. The soldiers’ guns, the settlers, the’

horders and checkpoints are there:

. hut there are concerts, too, = .-
‘% _makeshift playgrounds, kindness ..
L Jandakindofhope . . .

ful billboards. We finally arrived at
the Clock Square, which I rec-
ognised — well, the clock itself has
not changed. During the Intifada,
this is where people gathered, form-
ing groups to throw stones at the Is-
raeh troops. I was completely lost.

We had 1o ask for belp. An old
man was standing by the main road.
a Jarge plasdc bag over his
head to protect him the rain. I
asked him for (he way 10 Manara
Square. He started to explain, then
asked us to give him a lifi, since he
was going 10 take 2 taxi from there.
He then asked us the specific ad-
dress we were heading to. When
we said we wene going 1o Al-Tirch,
be sighed: it was two kilomelres
away from the suare we were
heading to. He insist2d on coming
with us to our -final , deslination,

i different,; yet the same: a land where

even though we told him we had a
very specific map once we got o
the square. “What about the taxi
you were going to take™ [ asked
him. “Oh, it "t matter,” he
smiled: *“T'l catch a service taxi
bac_klnﬁ:esquare,ﬂlmmkemy
taxi.” )

The next day we set out to search
for the building where the work-
Sﬁhcoul;wasd;obeheld. [lg;rasasdir-
t as the previous mght, but
plewmalwaysmdymhelp:m
hospitality. and kindness have not
changed. Ramallah has marow
streets and suffers from 2 huge wraf-
fic problem. The West Bank also

. suffers from the absence of a

gerbage tp and the Jack of
collectors: garbage is in front of all
the houses, piled up in the main
streets.
Ramallah, though, has a thriving
social and cultural life. Before June
'67, Ramallah was the summer re-
sgnnf.wealtlgy&mbs.ltisona
high mountain and stzys cool
throughout the summer. During the
years of uocupanon and the In-

Imifada, there wos only one pi

restaurant, which opened forpﬁ
bours during the day because of the
curfew. Since 1994, bowever, tens
of new restaurants and cafés have

. paintings by different artists and

sipped mint iea as music played.

the oocapation. The faxct they the

Tbrahimi sanctuary, sacred 1o both
Muslims and Jews, is in lhemcenue
of the city. adds 1o the tension,
Even though Hebroo is officially
under Palestinian rule, the Ismelis
not satisfied with all the sexle-

ments they have built there, Keep -

they have to walk down lo their

ey
- szted gl
e H
it il



out of a local Testaurant

we _
serving falafel and find, we ran info

one of my smdents apd his wife in
the street. They lived in Dahriya, 2
ane near Hebron. While I was

3 mmmyhnsband.a

coordinaie their visit with the Israe-
li gy — L& pay the feestohe Is- -
“raelis ibstead of the Arabs. The sign
" ig jllegal and coniravenes afl the -

 éort of an excitement 1o the city; a
“treathi of bope. in the air, The Pal-
estinian Amthority, with the aid of -
the World Bank, the European Un~. .

pirccibcpes B ol .
gl b year-
long.feﬁﬁval for . 2000. Wor!d—
famous co
are sched

The Palestinian

Touﬁsmisalsobuilrﬁngasc_hoolof'_
touyism .and hogal mapagemem _

increase  the mumber - of

. guides. This will allow the Pal-. "
= catinians to tell their own history 0. -
w  the guess who are expected. Old.

and musicians
to perform in Manger:

- some friends on the sccond day of
the.£id. We went with & very spe-

. 'He called his father from the house,
which was just upstairs. The old

oe- . we P
e’ goal, we went for a walk around the

“old city. There wére few wonen
onthi-.st_melsmd_mosloflhem.

man smiled lu_aqd_tbldus that, if-

.. counse,

even the younger girls, wore the
hijab. 1-was particully interested
in the old Turkish bath with marble
walls and floors. Old baths i Pal-
estine are still functioning, and the
three 1 visited in Gaza and Nablos
‘were astonishingly clean. The bath
- in Nablus serves as a cuhural centre
. a5 well: weekly concers are well
attended, even by people from out-
side the city.

“We went 0 Mount Sumara,
where a seiz of Arab Jews live.
They claim 10 have the most ao-
thentic scripts and vaditions, They

* are the most conservative Jews in

terms of traditions and beliefs. The
mountain was green, and high
enouph 1o afford a panoramic view
of Nablus. The Roman city and two
towers, said 1o have been built by
us. This sile is controdled by the Is-
racli Ministrv of Tourism and
barbed wire sumounds everything:
Palestigian. children who  live
ground thé area and who use the
_site 8§ 2 playground and hiding
place led us 10 2 gop in the wire.
We- wriggled in. The view was
much better. .

JERUSALEM: Every tme - you

want to go 10 Jernsalem yon have to
cross -an Ismaeli check poim. Of
: youz need a special pormil t0
enter the heant of the Holy Land
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‘West Bank cities are all less than an
hour away from Jerusalem. Ra-
mallah and Bethlehem are subiirbs,
a 10-minmte drive from each other.
The majority of Palestinians have
not been able to visit Jerusalem for
a couple of years now. Palestimians
who live in other ¢ities and used o
work in Jerusalem have lost their
jobs. The very few who ventured 1o
continue i in Arab Je-

" of being returned home, or are

forced 1o make a Jong detour. They

" also risk being shot by wigger-

happy soldiers. While we were
there, a mintbus full of Palestinian
reinming from ther day

jobs in Israel was fired on ai a
- checkpoint. Three men were killed,

another nine wounded. Their sup-
posed offence? Driving erratically.
The lsraeli governument continues

" © confiscaie Palestinian land (o

continpes to shrink deily. Pol-
estinians who live iy differam West

" Bank cities under PA rule cannot

even visit each other because the
compecting roads go through Je-
rusalem, and without the im-
possibie permil you cammot come or
oo, Palestinians are imprisoned in

13

their own smaif cities.

My husband managed 10 go W
Jerusalem for the Eid Al-Adha
prayer. We were staying in Ra-
mallab, and he gave twee Pal-
estinians a ride 10 Al-Agsa
Mosque. The Cairo licence plates,
agam, made it much easier to cross
the checkpoint. He took his camera
with him, excited to document this
special day. An Israeli soldier, ma-
chine-gom slang across his shoul-
der, stopped him at the door of the
sanctuary: no cameras allowed.
The soldier informed him that the
camera is an offence to the mosque.
What about his boots and weapons?
my husband wondered. My hus-
band finally told him to kéep the
camera while he prayed, which was
the roain reason for his visit; the
soldier refused. The argoment went
on. The three Palestinians who had
ravelled with him refused to leave
him alone and waited until he was
finally able to kave his camera
with an Arab guard. Right afier the
prayer, the man slipped it 10 him,
and he was able-to take some pho-
tos of the Eid celebrations.

Traditionaily, West Bankers go 10
Jeficho for the feast. We jomed
them. Although the city i very
small, that day there were hundreds

o _
ppw o
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1 and 2. Easter celehrations in
Jerusalem, on the Mount of
Qlives; 3. In Ramallah, the
traditional mansaf cooked for
E¥d: 4. Dabka training in
Ramallah; 5. A lettuce
plantation in Qartas, a small
village noar Bethleham; 6.
Children from the Delir Ammar
Camp swimming in Ain
Al-Zarga, Ramallah; 7. Walting
for a taxi on the road to
Nablus; 8. Dura Camp, Hebron;
9. Greenhouses In Wadi Gaza;
10. Near the Via Dolorosa in
Jerusalem; 11. Market women
protesting at the Municipality:
after the end of occupation,
woman have found voices thay
had lost; 12. Salaheddin Street
in Gaza: one of the last streets
still bearing reminders of the
pre-autonomy period, it is now
heing restorad; 13. Galaa
Stroot, one of Gaza's largest
streets. This is the face of the
new city: high-rises and paved
roads where smalt houses and
sand streets once were

of children riding bicycles between
the huge banana trees. Others filled
the cafés as they enjoyed shisha
and mint 1ea. The air was full of the
smell of orange trees and the col-
ows of the children’s balloons.
Many holidays were being celebratl-
ed: the Eid and two Easters, Or-
thodox and Western. In Ramallah,
an old festive radition that was im-
possible during the Intifada was re-
vived. On both Muslim and Chris-
tian feasts, Scouts march through
the main sweets of the city, dec-
orating them with Palestinian flags
and beating drums.

I was locky that such cheerfid
days marked the end of my trip lo
Palestine. Palestinians are cel-
ebraling afier long years of depriva-
tion: hoppiness has been rare. Yet
the suspicion and fear of what is 10
come overshadows even these joys.
Uncerainty creates depression and
tension. The enphoria and high ex-
pectations that existed right after
the peace treaties have diminished.
The final status of Palestine has 10
be more than a series of isolated en-
claves. The daily complications, the
hardships, the tension and viclence
have not made Palestinians forget:
in a state of their own, life will be
very different.

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh
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. in an interview — o e
on tho prospects . Eiipmmmresatas
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How do you feel about the tourist sit-
nation now?

1 feel that things are moving guicker.
and more positively. owards normality
than anyone expected. [ always tend to
be conservative: [ try 1o temper the
over-optimism and the over-
dramatisadon of the media concerning
the Luxor accidenL in 2 more objective
way.

It is necessary for an official o stare
what is actualiy happening. That is
why I admit thag it was a very serious
incidem: T neither uvnderestimate its
conscquences. nor overeslimate its re-
percussions. We experienced a drop of
51.7 per cent in tourism in December
of last year. but formunately things
moved forward, far quicker than our
expectatdons. In three momhs Gme.
from January to March. we regained 60
per cent of the arrivals of the same pe-
riod in 1997, which is considered a
“record year.

April offered a surprise in wemms of
the number of incoming tourists. as we
regained 86.2 per cent compared to
April 1997, Thercfore. the total de-
crease in arrivals during the four
months fell from 40 10 33 per cent. If
this trend contnues. we will attain the
objective of the minisuy — to return to
the normal rate of incoming tourists —
perhaps earlier than antcipated.

It is interesting 1o note that the first
three months of this vear were par-
ticularly alaming. because there were
several official warnings, coupled with
exicnsive cancellations by major tour
operators working with Egvpt. How-
ever. 1l is venainly worth poting thas
the tourists whe visited during the firsi
quarter of this vewr were mainly in-
dividual wwrist decision-makers whe
come o Egvpt 1o see for themselves..
Thev came despite warnings and can-
cellations of programmes,

Let us bear in mind a few facts: April
was an impressive month. and hope-
fully no more negative wamings or ad-
verse travel advisories are issued: also.
we have had a stropg recovery from
some European countries. a5 well as
strong pick-up from the Arab world:
the majority of tour operators have re-
sumed their programmes 1o Egypt: and
finally. knowing that our promotion

campaign is going on as scheduled — y i
consl;der'mg atl Imesene facrs':kone can af- the t‘?p Of,the Khuiu's .Pyramld at
ford to be prudently optimistic. midnight.

Would you tell us about yvour strat-
egy in overcoming the alarming sit-
uation that followed the Luxor mas-
sacre?

We have conceived a plan of action at four levels. The first is
a network of contacts and discussions at the official level
which. 1 might add, is strongly supported by the Ministry of
Foreign Affnirs. to encourage the sending of fact-finding mis-
sions to Egypt to assure forzigners of the state of security. We
believe it is our duty to have the respective govemments see
for themselves; to acknowledge that security measures have,
indeed, been taken. because their citizens are entited o every
assurance. As a result of these missions. [ am pleased 1o see
that the majority of countries around the world cancelled their
warnings against travel to Egypt. The only two exceplions are
Switzeriand ard Japan.

The second level of action is with our partners abroad —
tour operators and travel agents from the most important mar-
kets ‘generating towism to Egypt.h ldm:‘lus contact m:kbpm
through correspondence, by holding meerings and by at-
tending fairs and bourses abroad. The 2im was Lo underline
the positive steps taken to ensure safety for travellers in
Egypt, and encourage them (iour operators and travel agents)
to boost their efforts 10 re-programme Egypt and market our

uct.
pr_?ge third level mainly utilises international mass media. es-
pecially tourist-specialised media. We've been organising fa-
miliarisation trips for people from the media to visit and get
acquainted with our tourist atractions, the extraordinary qual-
ity of the product we are offering and also to meet with
tians to sec and ackmowledge the fact chat they are peacel
and friendly. and that terrorism has no funme in such a com-
munity of people characterised by tolerance and opposition to
violence, . .

Finally. the fourth feve! of action was with our partners in
the industry herc in Egypt. We've been in constant touch

with them, exchanging information. supperting effons in

marketing, in organising road shows and attending note-

worthy professional gatherings abroad.

The shopping festival being planned for this sommer is
lheﬁrstofilski?gtobeheldinEgypr.Canyou tell us
how it came about? ] .
The thonght came as a result of obtaining full information of
a successful experience launched in Dubai. of that
festival came 1o me last year and said that they would be
ready to show us how to organise such a festival in Egypt.
bearing in mind the differences between the rwo countries.
The idea was presented by the Ministry of Tourism to the
cabinet. which approved it and a higher ministerial com-
mittee has been asked to elaborate on the options and the nec-
. measures 10 be taken to ensure its success, The min-
istries of-fisance, trade and tourism headed several working
sessions togetber with representatives of the tounsm and trje
industries, the Egyptian union of industnds, union of Egyptian
banks, unions of tourism. in addition concerned authorides

and LAr. .
e the shopping festival month we are offering pack-
ugl:sm;?graduced ﬁﬁcgkem. hotel accommodation, ground ser-
Vices.:omsanddiscoumsinshopsam_lmallswh:ghhme
mmulmcdtopaﬁdpmamdmemmna;mbed:scomm
at theatres and restaurants. Finally. and most unpon@nﬂy.fc&l;
tural and artistic activities will be held for the duration ©

festival. . )

; ahead'smnedtomnrhetthxsgvemandwghave
suv:r:gh:;ppone ﬁgm all concerned. including TV, radjo and
press. Such an event will undoubtedly be a welcome addition

1o our local attractions.

Bl ks oS

“There are three major plans to celebrate
the millennium in Egypt. One conicems
the flight of the Holy Family to Egypt, the
second involves celebrations on the Giza -
Plateau,
occurmrence 1o take place at midnight. . -
Tracing the Flight imto Egypt has entailed
identifying the most important resting
places of the Holy Family, and doing the -
necessary restoration work needed at
these sites. The secand major plan is an
effort to coordinate the various reguests

of tour operators and international
companies for the celebration on Giza
Plateau.The third idea on which we are
currently working was proposed by the
minister of culture. It is to install the
missing nine-foot golden pyramidion on

Sl vf,

and the third, a dramatic -

Some of the recent road shows have been directed to Arab
countries. Was this to encovrage them to visit during the
festival?

No, the idea of road shows is well-known in the marketing of
towrism. it was introduced by the Ministry of Tourism in
1994. We lannched our first to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the
United Arab Emirates, and now we are going again. The idea
of the road show is 10 present, in the limited perdod of three
or four days. a strong message of promotion and marketing;

to meet officials, media people, tour operators and travel '
agents; to permit the private sector to make contacts in oxder

to give a strong boost to their efforts; to listen to their re-

quirements so that we can ammange 10 avoid obstacles and .

make their visit to Egypt more suited to their comfort, re-
quirements and taste.

The last road show went fo several Arab countries. in-

cluding Kuwait, Oman and the UAE. I attended the latter, in
Dubgi. during the exhibition of Al-Mullaga. Tt was very ef-
fective and we succeeded in receiving a strong commitment
from our parmers (¢ work together. -We also made deals for
the coming seasons.
Normally, the attendance of the minister guarantees media
coverage which is very heipfol. In addition, I participated in
marketing the upcoming Arab season in Egypt this summer,
and ook advantage of announcing and promoting the two
major upcoming events: the mouth of shopping and tourism,
and the Fourth International Song Festival.

The whole world is working on special events for the mil-
jenninm. Is thece anything ahsolutely unique that we're
going to conceatrate on in Egypt?

Yes, there are three major plans in progress. One concems
the Flight of the Holy Family to Egypt, the second involves
celebrations on the Giza plateau, and the third, a dramatic oc-
currence 1o take place at midnight.

But first, let me say that we presented 2 written paper to the
cabinet last year suggesting the formation of a high minj-
sterial committes to supervise all preparations for the mil-
lennium With the approval of (Prme Minister Kamal) El-
Ganzouri. the committee has already met severul times. They
were mainly examining the suggestions of the minister of
tourism which consisted of two major events. The first traces

the Flight into Egypt. This has entailed identifying the most,

important resting places of the Holy Family, and doing the
necessary resioradon work neceded at these siies, in addition
to carrying out appropriate infrastructure and environmental

preparations.
We have been in contact with the Coptic Patriarchate and

an authentic official text has been reviewed by Pope She- -

nondah himself. It has been manslated into eight languages. A
team of photographers traced the major points on the itinerary
and have photographed them. Their work on icons, churches,
and other attractions have already been senr for colour separa-
tion and type-setting and will ar SOOn.

The second major plan is an effort to coordinate the various
requests of tour operators and international companies for the-
celebration on Giza platean. I have received at least five se-
rious offers with specific functions, and to decide on the mer-
it of each needs collaboration with the minister of culture and

the Supreme Council of Antiquities. In order to make the nec-
essary arrangements, the di t functions have to be co-
ordinated. It requires international expertise, music and thea-

ure direction. Michel Jarre, the famous French organiser of
the celebration marking 200 years since the French revolu-
tom, came to meet the minister of cultare and myself, and we

T T T e -~ - - e e

are working oa this.

Therlﬁrdidmonwhicbwearemmenﬂyworﬁngwm;pm;-

posed by the Minister of Culture. It is to Install the missing
nine-foot golden pyramidion on the top of Kimfu's Great Pyr-
amid at midnight That event will be ithe climax of the cel-
ebrations that Egypt is preparing for the millenninm.

How wonld yon snm np achievements of the past and the
prospects for the future? ’ .

Egypt is witnessing an exciting and positive evolution in the
tourism industry... In fact, since 1982, the year when we re-
gained sovercigaty over Sinai and also the beginning of the
teoure of President Mubarak, the country has been going
through extremely rapid and sostained tourism development.

The economic policy at that time was' to start from scratch,
especially regarding the infrastructure which was below zero;
it was in temrible shape. And that was why Egypt has invested
more than $50 billion during the Tast 16 years to improve the
infrastructore and public otilities, This aflowed investors to
move away from traditional tourist destinations in the Nile
Valley and explore and invest in development projects else-
where. We now have a new and ealarped tourism product,
pamely, recreational and beach tourism. Earlier, Egypt was
purely a destination for Pharaonic sites. In diversifying over a
geﬁOdofﬁmn.wemnnowsaythatEgypthasatouﬂstin-

ustry,
We have also added other attractions such as conventions,
exhibitions, cyrative and eco-tourism and fake cruises and

. Nile cruises. As a result, we have been able to create a tourist

agenda which includes 30 cultural, artistic, sportive and other
GVents,

. After having passed through a successfol period of econom-
ic reform, incentives, guarantees and legal inistration, in-
vestors from Egypt and abroad have been e to take
part iv the tourism developing process. As a result, lodging
capacity was raised from 18,000 rooms in 1982 w0 75,000 in
1997. And we now have 603 projects under construction.

I mentioned before that we bad 663 projects, but as a matter
of fact, we have withdrawn the licences of 62 projects be-
cause investors did oot respect or follow our schedule of im-
plementation. The budger of the 603 projects is estimated gt
LE3! billion (§9 billion). Within three 10 five years, we will
have an added lodging capacity of 112,000 rooms, which s
far below the satertion point we do not want 1o
over-gevelop and repear the mistakes of some other
who savage their matural resources. We are being
in terms of our environment as well as our archaeological
sites. We believe that this is the only sound way 1o develop
the industry.

BbwisEgyptprepared,intouﬁsmwrms,mmeet
'gnlghaﬂengeso_t’ﬂlecomingmmry‘.’ the
Mlpnmgnnyxsengagedmprepaﬁngforlheconﬁngmﬂ-
lennium in techmology. We have been making great strides in
mlmﬁmWemcﬁfﬁnﬁnmmm:ﬁaﬁs
a trend of extension pmen: today. manpower,
hu}:fmnresourcesandsuawgy. -of ’
mm:hemuﬁsmpnimofview.ifwemudtieadmg' N
aremtfarbehtndinlhese_developmm.Wehavemhﬂ::
programmes and scholarships. “‘Quality” is the key word in
lerms of services and enviroument And tachnology in tour-
mmh_asb&eniqmducedil}ﬂlaﬂ{eﬁng,pmmaﬁmmad_
vertising. Most important of all, Egypt has 7.000 tourist
travei-related pages on the Intemet. . _000 o

’ . [
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~_Ahli quashed Zamaiek’s ohallenge in ﬂ1e local. derby, putting the red shirts on target for their [
fifth consecutive foothall league championship. Abeer Anwar reports on the titanic clash |

Agoodpnnoftbecomhysawredonl‘ndéy-as'

Ahli ‘beat the team they love 1o beat, blanking
Zamalek 2-0 and, in the process, taking a'giant
lnptowa:dsnsﬁfﬁ:sm:ghtluguemle.‘?ﬁm
59 points, Ahli have riow built a comfortable
t-point lead  over ‘second-place’ Zamalek.
Each club bas five more games to play. - o

Asw:r.hs.llZamalzk—AH:enwuntus.meme- N

dia buildup was intense weeks in advance. Fans
invented ncw ways 1o cheer and some stitcbed

together their own club flags with imaginative
{terns. o fans,. the!
?aﬂmﬂsw WMW ..two

ﬂoodhghts.oneofﬂwmdecamunsﬂleclmc-

has been played at oi Asmmenoml.Alﬂ:s
fansoutuup;nbuedng:g]tek’s. :
Zamalek's yomng squiad was in control for

most of the first 20 mioutes, but other than a .

well-placed, 18-meter shot taken.by striker Ku-
libali, which

cham'l‘hé

" Ahli became the more aggressive
‘paid off. Tn the 22nd minute, Felix
: mZamalak’sgoalkeeperNade:E—SayﬁThc

'mnshauedmclefm&eandsemwfmmm-
- attacks by veteran forwards Hossam Hassan and
"-(Ghanaian Ahmed Felix: When it became clear

that Zamalek’s offense wasn™t all that d
i front. It
a shot

had ricocheted off the crossbar following a

wml:edshmﬁ'omnndﬁelderandpmmsmgnﬂw- )

- Zamalek pressed for the equaliser in the second
- in
half which began moch the same as-the st

And- once again, just as it seemed Zamalek was.
- about to put the finishing touches to an ateack,

Ahli- got there first. With four minnres w go,

Hassan evaded an offside trap and peatly tocked- -~
.in the ball to the right of a rushing El-Sayed.
Hassan, who tums professional in Torkey at the -

end of thiz year, htcrsmdﬂlegoalwashowhe
wanted to end his season with Ahli.
"I‘heplay:r:d:dﬂmrbﬁt.“deamnleks

coachRmde.roll. "Butﬁveoflbemhavenever'

Hassan takes

‘golden boots’ to Turkey

HossamHassan ' AhF's and Egypt’smostpopularshkerofmemment, recenﬂy&gnedacon—
fractto playwnﬂ)topTudqshteamAhayformamng season. Eman. Abdel-Moeti reporls

Itsum:tomaveon aga.m. HossamHassan, '1gn

wholedEgypltoasnowssﬁﬂAﬁ:cmNm

campaign this year and ARl to the’
CﬂPomllagueth:ssensun.:shmdmg

key. .
Hassanﬂgned aSID0.0DO-conu'nctfm'onesea-__
the third best Tarkish team, the

i aty 4 His club ARE |

Arsbic daily Al-Akhkbar
mmpmmglymvedﬂmw)fm'ﬂmms--

Hassanwillbeﬂlem]yAmbtoplayfnrAlmy._

which is based in-the city- of Jzmir. The team is

made; ap ofanosﬂyA.ﬁ:cmsandPe:slmsanda.-

fwTudushplaye!s

Ala willparumpatamtheﬂumpeanCupihls-
y&h‘aﬁdﬁas’sanisreponedlyloohngfmm
h e

Hassan was ‘oot available for comment o Al-
Ahram Weekly. But the Cairo weekly magazine

the Turkish club because some officials
msedtonamewantedtoforcchlmmm-

"I'he
"‘Dunngsudxumeslregamcdmyconﬁdeme.

that - Fassan ﬂgnﬁd N

ahnnngmn.Herepomdlysaldhexsnotmn-
sidering retivement soon.

- "Idon’tthmkl’mﬂmtoldm bewasquoted
. &g saying. -
. mslsth:ﬂmdnmeﬂ:eﬂyur-oldplayuls

trying a professional c=reer abwoad He-

'wouslyplayedm&wceandlalerplayedprfi:_

Swiss team Nenchatel. .
fessional stinis abroad were a good
or him to think and re-assess his sitoarion.

Hassan said ir a recent interview,

Yet when he came back to Egypt, be only
shoneforawhﬂ:beforefacmgmssetbacks.
Hassan faced n from some of his fans and
someAhhocEEcmlswboblamndhxmforsevetal
wpsets the tewmn suffersd in 1995-96. His fans

" . aiso accused him of being careless on the pitch
. as the national side lost game after game in con-

nnmmlchampmmh:psdnnngthesmpmod.
At some point, a8 Hassan confipued facing crit-

msmﬁ'omh:sown.d:erewaswoxdﬂmhewas-

Zamalek

‘makes amends

fooiball “Zamalek's basketball team atonsd somewhat, adding
hy Nashwa Abdel-Tawab reports on the rare doubie

Foﬂowmg its loss to ‘Ahli in
‘Egypt's cup to the league trop

givals Ahli 0-2 in foot-

y
- pride. Having Jost 1o arch-t .
ball Last week, Zamalek effectively l-ostall hope

' with a two-pointer
Playmakex Hisham Abou Serea did his part, scor-
- ing.three-pointers: at -will, as did his teammate,

defmgimhadofAlnmdmmCum'

MmmmecuplsweRTheﬁlsthnlfended
39-29 for Zamalck.

ZamaleksE-HusscmnSamu'openedmegame
#nd ended it with & rebound.

shooter Yasser Abdel-Wahab,

- famed
- Qmly- - ittihad"s Jsmail Mohamed had a decent

. buthmmlm:sd:dwgelneaﬂyasweﬂ
“with the rest of his teammaies. -

In the fivst half; tbereiereestoppedplayhncﬂy
when rowdy Inihad faos threw water bottles 2ed

" even plastic seats onto the court afier objecting
" to decisions made by referees Maged Hl-Daliand -

Mohamed Ei-Werdani. The match was resumed

_ aﬂgrsacumymcnrulomdorder

P

" played ‘with talent 2nd harmony.

dawn. Gﬁldren waved red

some painted their dogs with two
Zamalck's_]ersey and paraded other

-. canines in Zamalek T-shirts. Ahli club was a fes-

tive place to be after the maich. The doors were

eonmdenn
trement
fans said then
that It was

quit. -

‘But Hassan, who led Egypt’s 1990 World Cup
team, refased to go into retirement until he leads
the national 1=am to another World Cup.

Hassan’s temperament, however, continued to
pat him into trouble with the national ceach and
some of his fans. At one point the Egyptian Foot-
ball Federation banned him for five months be-

“sides slamming with a heavy financial fine. Such

incidents discouraged many officials of both Ahli
and the national team from fielding Hassan.,
However, Hassan redeemed himself this year
‘when national coach Mahmoud El-Gohary called
him to the national weam in the African
Nations Cup in Burkina Farso. He went on 1o be-
cometbcco—lgnscmtroftheCupmdmsgoa]s
saw Egypt g the African mophy for the

"ld:dntplay
Navernr said
VoIS,

Essam - Abdel-
Hamid, Zam-. )
alek™s youngest basketball cmch cver. “The
whole teamn played well. They were plmyed
ayed as
anddscrvadtncho 1" Abdel-Hamid
said.
lastyu:hma]ektookthelenguenndlhcwp
with two Mali on board. But an an
e layes B ploios B Bigspun chu,
orei a in
Fmsg:ﬁnpeople memnmlmclossor
experienced players who add 1o the abiliiies of

.home-smwnm]-tandsmgthenl.hemmpeu-

about time he Bisbackto.-\hh,ﬂasmlooksl‘omrdlo'l‘nrhy

Win sumelosemme, Z.amalek basketball letgneandmp winners

wesseM psﬁmqaw :sojoud

opened wide to welcome fans for free.

On the other side of town. police sumounded
Zamalek ¢lub, which, befittingly, had its lights
turned off.

Overshadowed were the other week's matches.
Mansovra beat Aswan 3-0, Itihad defeared Suez

2-0 and Dina did the same 10 Qena.

fourth time.

“The natonal ieam only won this trophy be-
cause they had a coach who understands their po-
tenzial and needs, and a team which respected
their coach and followed his imstructions,” Has-
san said in a previons interview with the Weekéy.

Some fans were surprised that Hassan signed
for a Turkish club, saying he should have been
more ambitious and signed for an Halian or
French club. Afier all, be had just proved he was
still a top African striker.

But Hassan was quoied as saying that altough
he had received offers from Italian and French
clubs, nowe of them were as serious as the Tork-
ish Club which gave him a written offer rl,l,ll
away.

tion. The decision hit Zamalek particularly hard,
?mh mzny people predicting ils doom without its
oreign

However, Zamalek played with a mix of old
and new plavers, all gmided by Abdel-Hamid,
who proved that the team could win two im-
poriani national champmnsh:ps again — and not
with foreigners participating.
Zamalek's board is curremly discussing what
bonuses the players will get. It is very doubful
ﬂmcﬁscusswnsmrhmmgardaremkmgplmfor
the 1eam’s footballers. -

Clean bill
of health

it's been confirmed: Egypt will host
the 1999 World Handball Champion-
ship, reports Inas Mazhar

When L signed on the dotted line last
week, it effectively spours that it
would not bost the 16th World Handball
Championship for men becanse of the
massacre in Luxor.

Egypt will be the first African and Arab
country to host the two-week event, the
equivalent of football’s World Cup. The
couniry won the bid during a general assembly
held in Atlanta during the Olympic Gumes i
1996. But following the 17 November
massacte in Luxor, in which 58 foreign tourists
were killed by terrorists. mmours stared
circalating that some countries had staed their
inteation not (o play in the championship —
scheduled for 1 to 16 Jupe 1999 — for fear of
terrozist acts in Egypl. They said Egvpt lacked
proper security precautions and that holding
the championship in Cairo would be unsafe for
the 24 pariicipating teams. During the
women's world championship in Germany lasi

, some countrics demanded that the
men’s event be transferred 10 another venue
and even threatened 1o boycoit the toornament
if it was staged in EgypL.

However, a high-powered delegation led by
Erwin Lance. president of the Intemational
Handball Federation. IHF Secretary-General
Raymond Hahn, Treasurer Rudi Glock and
General Director Frank Birkefeld, in addition
1o 1HF vice presidents. visited Egypi last week
to check its facilities. During its three-day
visit, the delegation visited Cairo, Ismailia and
Port Said, inspecting stadiums and
accommeodations for players and officials,
before giving Egypt the green light.

“Egypt has proved Lo be a very safe and
secure country.” Lance said. “What we have
seen on our visit in the three venves — Cairo,
Ismailia and Port Said — proves that Egypt has
some of the best facilities tn the world and that
It is capable of successfully organising the
World Cup as it did the juniors event in 1993,"
Lance added. “Signing the contract proves tha
the championship will take place in Egypt as
scheduled and nothing will change that faci. Tt
has also proven that all the rumours were

The signing ceremony. covered by locaf and
intemnational media, was heid at the Mena
House Hotel last Tuesday between Lance and
Hassan Mustafa, president of the Egyptian
Handball Federation. Attending the ceremony
was Abdel-Moneim Emara. president of the
executive board of the Supreme Council for
Youth and Sports.

World cup
countdown

& MARC Overmars and Nicolas Anelka could
wind up as rivals in the world cup. But the
Dutch winger and the French striker tcamed

up last Saturday to shoot Arsenal to its second
domestic wriumph this year, adding the FA Cup
1o its premier league success after a 2-0 win at
the home of English soccer. Overmars fired
the gunners ahead of Newcastle after 23
minutes and Acelka hit the second after 69
before 79,000 fans at Wembley.

o BENNI McCarthy says be is looking
forward to South Africa’s first round World
Ciip match with Denmark for personal
reasons. “T will be playing agaiast one of my
childhood heroes, Peter Schmeichel ... and [
will be looking for a good game.” McCarthy
was gooled as saying in Jobannesburg's
Saturday Star. Schmeichel, whbo plays for
Manchester United in Englind, is considered
one of the leading goalkecpers in the werld.

In the imerview., McCarthy, who plays for
Ajax Amsterdam, looked back on his
childhood in a poor, crime-plagned
reighborhood in Cape Town, where he
realised at a young age that soccer could be a
ticket ont.

“I can remember playing outside when
suddenly there would be shooting, aronnd 6
pm every nigin."” McCarthy was quoted as
saying. “It meant the end of whatever we were
doing. as families locked themselves indoors.™

He said his parents forced bim to go to
church Sunday momings even if it meant
missing a game. He once ran back afier church
to join a game in progress, and scored four Jate
goals 10 save the day for his team. At one
point, the family had only one pair of soccer
shoes ior McCarthy and his brother, Jerome,
he sai

® VETERAN Spanish international goalkeeper
Andoni Zubizarreta bas confirmed the romovr
that he will retire from Spanish soccer after
this year's world cup in France. “The banieries
are ouL” Valencia's stalwart keeper
said at a late night press conference on the
Island of Tenerife. ““That was my last match in
the Spanish league™ Zubjzarreta said after his

" 622nd malch in 16 yeurs in the first division.

Valencia lost 10 Tenerife 2-3.

Zubizarreta who travels to France with the
Spanish squad for his fourth worid cup
appearance has already played 123 maiches
for the national team, and 152 matches for
Valencia over the last fonr years. He appeared
in 301 for FC Barcelona between 1986
and 1994, and 169 for Athletic de Bifbac
between 1981 and 1936.

Valencia coach Claudio Ranseri said
Samrday that Zubizarreta was “the greatest
keeper be had worked with and a “leader in
the dressing room.™

o MEXICO, which had been dubbed “el
tritanic™ by its home media as a mocking
jestare of the team’s nickname “el tricolor™,
continied its world cup preparations Sann-dny
with a 0-( draw with Steava Bucharest.

The game, played in Enzo Mariotii stadium,
was the fourth of the Mexicans® lualjan tour
which has also included maiches against
Bologna, tha Ectonian national team and
Venezia
L
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Ask

not why

That Sphinx? Well, yes.
The riddle itself

Writing about g statue is necessarily differem —
that is, mwre diftficuli — than gbout a human be-
ing  No ¢lues cun be zleaned from words, gos-
tures. or pensive moments. Siill. the Sphiny i
AOL jUsL any SIlue — 0ol just £ work of an. hut a
monument which has wimnessed the rize and fall
af entire cividsations. Hewn out of rovk, 1 has
sat ai the ot of the Pyremids of Giza, amidst o
~eu of sand. for millerniz,  This mythical beast
has the head of 2 man 2md the body of 2 Gon. its
leatures are those of King Khofre and it hecops
vigil ver the necropolis. The gyes Jdo nol ok
stom : they are full of inetfable koowiedze, wem-
pered by a Lzint. Jefiant smile  In Anciear Egap-
tian mythalagy. the Sphiny was 2 witness wa the
psing and retting of the sum. 2 witness W the von-
tinuaus esele o das aad i

The Sphiny eppears in lecends and misths, il
mer the world. Tt s knowr o travellers and
pocts. archaeologisis and rovbers niding the an-
cient stes,  The Sphinn. o, fus suiterzd dis-
crimination. 1 has pot been wovmed 4 one of
the Seven Wonders of the Wornd, ot an equal
footing with the Greet Pyramuas of Giza and the
Groat Wall of Chimi. Yet its share of world at-
rention has paver diminished 15 the Sphiny as
old as the aze in which it was buili. as old ux the
diy iU wus recoverad from the deser sands. or as
old as the histony of humanty seit”

For more then four millennia. he Sphing has
watvhed the muarch of fime. Jrezis. Romans.
Copts, Arabs and Terks canw The
Freach under Napaleon were she i o sheleh
the Sphinx and 10 unrzvel the wonders of Ancient
Exvpt. Mohamed Ali. the reformer who mod-
emised Egy ptzan life, was 2sscpriadly 3 Futurist,
with little interest in aniquitizs. More recentls.
the Sphinx came under threat by the Pyramud Plu-
teau Housing Project. 3 mamnzoth development
sheme opposed by dntellecials and  larse
swathes of the population aiike. Well-founded
alarm was voiced regarding wne ihreat the praject
would pose Lo the priveless moaunients in the
Prramids area. trom drinking and drainage water

“seeping im0 the desert. trom ¢rasion. and poflu-
ton tfrom human sources. Forunately. the fate
president. Anwar El-Sadut. personadls intervened
o halt the project.

Silent for thousands of vears. the Sphinx was
not doomed 1o silence for ever. Today. it i part
of a sound and light project. When night has fal-
len. the dark. still platean comes back ta life.
Awash in bright stage lights. ihe desert re-
verberates. echoing with the voices of Kings.
gueens. high priests, generals. soidiers and mass-
es. shouting. whispering. cheering. fding w bat-
tle.

1 decided that I would approach the Sphinx
through the canera lens. I speot ten days with
the phowographer, observing and wking shots of
the statue from all angles. Each photo revealed
some new aspect of this enigmatic ¢reature.

The papyri scaitered throughout the museums
of the world will reveal new facts about Egvpi.
Misraim or the Land of Kinana. Then. perhaps.
the Sphinx’s secrets will be revealed.

The Sphinx. today. is as bewildered as Ramses
M. The wwo are ailing. The Pharaoh is w0 be
moved from Ramses Square o some less pol-
luted location. As for the Sphinx. it is being
eraded by climate. pollution and human activity.

Since the beginning of this cenwry. several
teams have camied oul restoraiion work on the
huge beast. Did they do more harm than good?
Today. the damage is being reversed. The un-
known sculptor who varved the Sphinx millennia
ago covered it with a layer of stone, The stutue
cauld be suffering from an iiness as old as the
rock from which it was carved. How old js that?
Only the papyri know... )

Siming opposite Zahi Hawwas. director of the
Giza platcau. [ was struck by the resemblance.
Hawwas said that legends. fantasies and research
have proliferaied. The Sphinx seems to exist 10
baffle mankind. In the heart of the cnormous
statue. five metres degp. is a 10 x 12-metre cham-
ber. Hawwas says that the Cable News Network
has focused on the restoration of the statue.
CNN announced that the sphinx had recovered.
and could once more guard the Pyramids of Giza.
particularly the Pyramid of Khafre. the king who

K>,

gave his features to the Sphinx.

Al this point, the Sphinx intervened: “Some
claim that I will soon be 4,600 years ofd. 1 am
looking forwurd ic celebrating the occasion,
even if the candles on the birthday cake do not
reflect the true number of my veurs! The first to
sketch me came with the French Expedition. but
I remember that by then. my beard had already
been whisked away. and my nose broken,”

1 am presendy looking at a picture of Gamal
Mukhtar, late director of the Antiquities De-
partment. 1can hear him explaining the Sphinx.

“The idea emerged when a valley iemple was
built at the edge of the Nile. east of the Pyr-
amids. Here the hizh priests performed funerary
rites. after which the deceased was carried up the
causeway 1o the moruary temple prior to in-
terment in the pyveamid. it was essential. there-
fore. to build the Sphinx: human reasun and
sheer animal force would keep an ever-vigilant
¢ve on the City of the Dead. The Sphinx guard-
ed the necropolis, and was himsell immwune to
death. Thus the Sphinx survived. by suugpling
against the hostile forces of nature, the envirop-
ment and man.” )

Sayed Tawfiq, a former director of the An-
liquitics Depantment, who discovered 36 tombs
in the district of Saqqara, writes: “The Sphins is

ed near the funerary temple of

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
inaugurated a web site on the Internet ;
The address: www.mfa.gov.eg

King Khafre at the eastem edge of
the Plateau, facing cast. The statue
is part of the remains of the pyr-
amids of King Khafre. In I886.
Maspero coptinued earlier excava-
tions, removing carth from around
the temple. and the Depanment of
Antquities completed the operation
in 1926, In 1936, the clearing of
sand and reconstruction works were
finalised.”

Although tradition has it that Na-
poleon’s army broke the Sphinx's
nose (which. like thar of Cleopatra.
certaifly changed the course of his-
tory). the Mameluke chronicler Al-
Magrizi writes that a Sufi named
Sa'im Al-Dahr. his contemporary.

committed the act in abhorrence of idolatry,

In the New Kingdom (1567-1030BC). the
Sphinx represented the sun-god Re-Harakhte,
meaning ~“Horus of the herizon™. He was re-
garded as the guardian of the necropolis, and a
deity in his own right. with a congregation who
focked to worship at his feet on pilgrimage. In
Egyptian mythology. the lion was the guardian
of holy places. In a ext of the 26th Dynasty
1644-525BC), the following words are said 1o
have come from the lips of the Sphinx: “] protect
vour tomb. guard your burial chamber and deter
strangers...”

Sphinxes are intimately linked to Asncient
Egypr. There are two cosflicling theories re-
garding their origin. In Greek myihology. a
winged lioness with 2 woman's head was a cruel
being who spoke in riddles. The secom] legend
identifies the sphinx with lion gods. In Egypt, it
is usually represented as Fosscssing the bead of a
pharach and the body of a lion. The common
elements in the two legends gave rise 1o general
confuston. and to the belief that the Greek name
and the representation of the sphinx bad been
taken trom Egypt through Syria. If valid, such a
theory would simply imply that the sphinx left
Egypt a doeile deity, only to twm into a cruel
monster in Greece.  In Egyptian mythology.
however. the sphinx was oever cruel: neither the
staues with 2 woman's head  (representing
queens) nor those with the head of a lion and the
wings of a hawk, The sphinx has always been
identified with kingship. wnrelenting in the face
of enemies. a king or the sun-god. Just as a lion.
the Sphinx was invincible in quelling rebefs and
defending the rightzous. A pharaoh would com-
pare himself to a pride of lions protecting a tem-
ple. The pharaoh called himself the twin brother
of the sphinx. describing the two of them as li-
ons. the “guardians of the two horizons." The
sphinx is ar imes represented as g god in the
form of a lion. defending his pride. This concept
is clearly manifested in the rows of sphinxes
with ram heads on the path leading 10 the Tem-
ple of Kamak. Lions with ram heads are as-
sociated with Amun.

But the Sphinx in Giza is the largest and most

famous of sphinxes. The statue, made of: lime-
stone, is over 70 metres high. It was built by
Khafre to guard the western passage. where the
sun and the dead disappear. When kings wem
hunting in the vast desert around the Sphinx. the
evems were recorded in mural engravings. On
pitching its tents near the Sphinx., a Canaanite
tribe took the statue for the god Hurun.

The Sphinx disappeared. buried in the sand,
only o reappear once more. as majestic and awe-
inspiring as ever. Observing its eyes and mouth.
now, one can easily believe that the divine beaury
of the face could have lasted. sand not-
withstanding, had it not been for a mediaeval
igrincc who desiroyed the “idol’s smile™ with gugn-

ire.

Hawwas explained the area encompassine the
Pyramids and Nazlet. Al-Simman was known in
hieroglyphics as the “Land of Osigs, lord of the
Zale 1o the labyrinths of the underworld.™

Egyptians were the first to meditate about the
sky. the earth, water, light. the sun and maoon.
“Who created this universe™ Their consiant
questions were behind their creation of the oldest
civilisation in human history.

_The Pyramids are visited everv vear bv mil-
lions. Some come for spiritual reasonps: there are
New Agers, and those for whom Akhnaten is the
first monotheist and Thutmosis ¥ the greatest
military commander of all time. The rituals of
their pilgrimage include a visit to the pyramids ar
sunrise and the :
chanting of h

in the burial cham-
bers tnside the
sreat Pyramid. At
the foot of the
Sphinx, they chamt
hymns of adom-
tion. They believe
in an afterlife, and
in the cleansing ef-
fect of their pil-
grimage to Egypt,

The Sphinx, il-
luminaied in the

gl o b st —— e Samir Sobhi.
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President Mubarak
will soon open the
celebrations
marking the
completion of
restoration work
on the Sphink.
Minister of Culture
Farouk Mozni has
said Federico
Maycr, the head of
UNESCO, will be
there, along with

Eight years of work
have been devoted
' to reversing
damage dooe In
previous
restoration
endeavours, during
which
inappropriate

. materials were

- imtroduced. A team
" of Egyptian
- egineers,

. . archaeologists,

" meteorologists and
geologists have
worked together to
bring this labour of
love to fruition. A
total of 12, 224
pieces of
limestone were
brought from 15
May City to repair
the damage
wreaked by wind,
sand, pollution and
misguided, if
well-meaning,
patcking up. After
careful
experimentation,

. they were used in
a daring salvage
operation. The
Sphinx is not
invincible. But the
dangers that it
faced — from tomb
raiders to erosion
— have been
overcome

el
i X
lights. seems impervious 10 these strange goings-
on.

Mukhtar Ei-Suweifi. a member of the Supreme
Council for Antiquities. is a Sphins fan. He fol-
lows current Sphinx events avidly, and cnjoys ru-
mours just as he does hard facts. The beard is
due fo return from London. he assuzes me... the
Sphinx will look different afier a costds and dif-
ficult operation. Our minister of cultuze has atat-
ed that the Sphinx will last apother 5,000 vears
before eroston affects it agaia. )

On the sicle between the gres beast's paws, a
story is told: a prince. who hud fallen asicep in
the shade of the Sphinx, dreamed that the siawme
fold him be would become the ruler of Ezvot. if
g;nclealr\ed al\:i'a_\.- the sand surrounding it. The

ce kept his promise to the Sphim -
came King Thqumis v, Phins. and be

A moruary text speaks of two sphinxes, one
for sunrise and another for sunset. The 2ods Shu
and Tefnun were represented as o lioms: sym-
bols of steangih, ’

Perl}aps the sun-god Aten, with its scotching
ravs. is the protector of fions. The relation be-
tween lions and the fenility of the land may be
manifested 2t the flood <eason: w the sarliest
sigms of the fluod. the lion appears in the sky,
and the land bears froiL iis fertiliry restorsd. The
lions could also be par of the sun's jourmey mto
the underworld afier sunset. Lions. after ali, are
charged with waiching over the castern and west-
ern bordams of Egvpl.

The Sphinx whispers
»0ftly: "l was ercated by
a gegius, 3 master of
cobism. impressicnisme,
swrrcaliser..” Mose than
ever.  this  myvsterious
beast is an enfzma which
modern science wili un-

Tegerd can explain.
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